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ae : DEATH. ; : 
“At the Old Niogpo Wharf, Shanghai, on the L2th 
February, 


s 1893, ALEXANDRE F. Severino, aged 70 
Ba years. a 


Commercial .......:ssc0scece 
Shipping ............ hee 


ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


_The English mail of the 21st January 
arrived, per P. & O. steamer Bengal, on the 
20th’ February (30 days); the Canadian mail 
of the 3lst January arrived, per C. P. steamer 
Empress of Japan, on the 23rd February. 

. (23 days); and the American mail of the 26th 
EA. ¥ January arrived, per P. M. steamer Peru, on 
-. . the 25th February (30 days). 
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EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


an ee Admiral Baller left for home by the last 
“Bagitsh Mail. ca 


Ati Yokohama on the night of the 10th Feb- 

_ ruary fire broke out in the carpentérs’ shed of the 

Yokohama Dock Co. and two godowns .were 

entirely destroyed and a third partially des- 
froyed. : 


The petition of the foreign members of the 
Chinese Customs Service, asking for a revision 
‘of salaries on the: basis of a fixed sterling rate 
of 5s. to the Haikwan tael, is publisbed in the 


N.C. Daily News. : 

- Iti: stated that.China has agreed to admit 
foreign and native steamers on all the inland 
waters, also that Yochow, in Hunan, is to be 
- opened in two years time, and that sanction has 

-.- been given for the extension of the Barmah 

railway to Chingtu, in Ssechuen. 


___ China owed Ceade Boyt 
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the West Yorkshire Regiment will be removed 
from Singapofe to Calcutta next January. 
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It is expected, ‘says the Straits Times, that 


With reference to the extension of the 


Burmah railway into China, a Peking telegram 
in the Japan papers states that Great Britain 


had demanded “the right to constrnct a rail. 


way from Burmah to Chingtu, Szechuen.”’ 


The N.C. Daily News states that.the port of 
Yochou in Hunan is to ba opened to foreign 
trade in two years, the delay being due to the 


_| well-known unruly character of the Hunaneaa. 


China also undertakes not to alienate the 
Valley of the Yangtsze to any foreign 


Power. 


Japan claims that China's acquiescence in her 
repairs of the Formosa-Amioy cable at length 
fixes the question of ownership in her favour. 
Sixty out of the -hundred miles of cable have 
been overhauled and renovated ; the remaining 


section will be taken in hand ere long.—Hiogo 


News. : . 


A Tokyo press despatch of the 14th February. 
translated by the Kobe Chionicle, reads as fol- 


| lows:—Inu reference to the Renter's despatch 


stating that Japan has informed the Chinese 
Government that sho could not permit the pay- 
ment of the next instalment of the indemnity 
to be postponed, the authorities concerned deny 


that any such intimation has been conveyed to 
China. : ; 


The Government of the Straits Settlements 
has written to the Singapore Chamber of Com- 
merce, replying to the communication in which 
that Chamber forwarded to the Government 
the result of the recent debate and vote on the 
Straits currency question, The Governmeat 


| intimates that, having regard to the very 


divided state of public opinion, ag shown in the 
Chamber's debate, nothiug can be promised 
except that the Government will take the whole 
matter into consideration. 


A telegram from Peking received at Shang- 
hai by the native officials and confirmed from 
other sources states that the T'sungli Yamen 


having intimated to the Corps Diplomatique. 


that the Emperor ‘woald receive them at the 
usual New Year Audience on the 15th instant, 
being the 25th of the (Chinese moon, the 
Foreign Representatives declined to attend on 
the ground that the date fixed was too long 
after New Year's Day. It is reported that the 


Austrian Minister was the first to decline the’ 
Imperial invitation.—N. C! Daily News. . 


The Kobe Chronicle says.:—My. Brenan's re- 
port on Japanese trade has proved a revelation 
to the merchant in England. Ae points out 
very clearly the gradual deterioration of almost 


-| every article of Japanese manufacture, but he 


has not made as much as he might have done of 
the great difference of prices in China and 
Japan. An interesting instance of this differ- 
ence has been brought to our notice this week. 
A: Kobe merchant obtained samples of a certain 
class of goods from Hongkong with a view of 


; having an order execnted here, to save freight, 


The Hongkong “quotations were $15.50, but 
when the samples were shown to a maker here 
he said he could not make the article in question 
for less than 60. yen, notwithst nding that the 
material of which the article is made is as 
common in Japan as in China. — 


ely 


out giving them time to obtain a change’ of : 


‘the 8th October, a period of six. months within . 


case, . 
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- The Soy Chee cotton mill at Shanghai was _ 4 
recently stopped for several days owing tu the: 
machinery having been maliciously damaged by - 
a oe who was formerly employed in the 
mil : : : 


A 44 per cent. loan of £16,000,000 has been 
concluded by the Chinese Government with the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation 
and the German Asiatic Bank, each institution 
contributing half the amount. The loan will . 


be placed on the London market in the course 
of a few days. . : 


A serious affair occurred at Bangkok on the © 
9th February at Lee Wah Heng’'s rice mill on 
the west side of the river. From the Bangkok 
Times we learn that a company of police, héaded 
by Chief-Inspector Luang Anumat, set out with 
the intention of collecting.the poll-tax from 
numbers of Chinese in this quarter. The latter 
had been apprised of the arrival of the police 
and had provided themselves with fire-arms, As 
soon as the police put in an appearance at Lee _ 
Wah Heng’s rice mill the coolies ate reported - 
to have collected their forges in one of their sheds. 
and opened fire upon the intruders. None of 
the -policamen, however, were wounded, The 
company of police, sixty in all, were also armed, 
one the coolies’ fire, with the result 
that {Wo Chinamen were shot dead and one 
seriously wounded, while fifteen others were 
more or less injured. The two dead men were | 
removed to the mortuary and the wounded man 
was conveyed to the Bangrak Hospital. . 
The proprietor of the rice mill is said 
to be a Sritish subject, and a-complaint has 
accordingly. been lodged with the British Con- 
sul, it being contended the police had no right 
to enter a foreign subject’s premises to collect - 
poll-tax or for any other purpose without 
authority. Several Sikh policemen were 
gngaged in the work and a charge will be 
eas against them in the British Court. 


| From Tonkin papers just received, we learn : 
that the Lyaudet claim was ‘still outstanding, — as 
and ‘as there is no reference to any fresh case. -  *. 
of kidnapping, it is probably the Lyaudet -case : 

that is the subject of the recent peremptory do- - 
mand made by France upon China. M.Lyandet ... — 
Was employed atthe Kebao mines and on the. Mae ad 
night of the 24th: April, 1895, he and his wife- 

and child were awakened to find ‘themselves : 
surrounded by a band of armed men ‘who with. * . . 


clothing hastily took them to a boat and: rowed ~ a 
off with them. Their captivity:continued until! 


a few days, during which they were -kept 
almost: continually on| the march and suffered , 
great hardship. The object of the pirates was; 
to extort a ransom, which had been paid ini . 
previous cases of abduction, but the Governor. ~~ 
General of Indo-China declined to sanction the + - 
payment of any ransom in this case and adopted: 
the policy of hunting the pirates out of. thoi 
lairs. The case was also vigorously. pressed. 
at Peking, and the remnants of. the. piratical:; 
gang having crossed over into Chinese territory 
the liberation of the 7a .Was.. secured: b 


General Sou, who is:believed to have ‘paid $6,000 
to the pirates. ‘M. Uyandet. then‘ad 
claim for indemnification and we: 1 

the impression that the claim had been’a 
and settled, but-apparently such - 


THE NEW CHINESE LOAN. 


: - 

* The conclusion by China of a loan with 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank and the 
German Asintic Bank is, we trust, calculated 
to clear the political atmosphere. The 


- pospect of Russia’s getting China into her 


financial grip is now remoyed, at all events 
for some time to come, and any territorial 
or other questions that may be pending will 
have to be discussed on theirown merits and 
not ag between an exigeant creditor and 
helpless debtor. The union of British apd 
German interests which the loan’ arrange- , 
ments scem to imply is also of happy | 
augury audshould make for peace. Whether 
the opeuing of the inland waters to foreign 
and native steamers, which is also 
announced, is a direct condition of the 
loan does not appear. Such a concession 
might be obtained independently, but the 
probable object is to find incrensed revenue 
as security for the loan. The opening 
of the waterways necessarily implicg tha | 
extension of the foreign Customs Service 
and fhe abolition or regulation of the lekin 


system. ‘There will be many difficulties to 


, overcome, as is proved by the experience 


of the opening of the West River, but. 
under the new order foreign trade 
will inevitably enjoy a large. expansion. 
It is possible that in the running of small 
steamets and Isunches the Chinese will 
ultimately monopolise the business in the 
same way as they command the greater 
part. of the launch business in our own 
harbour, but the launches will convey 
foreign goods to remote markets at present - 
almost untouched and bring back native 
produce for shipment abroad, thus increasing 
the import and-export trade of the country, 
to the benefit of Hongkong and the treaty 
ports. 


THE EXTENSION OF THE BURMAH 
_RAILWAY INTO YUNNAN. 


. wf 
The extension of the Burmah railway into 
Yunnan, which has now been agreed to by 
the Chinese Government, will be of consi- 


derable importance from a political point of | 
view, though it is to be feared that it will j 


be a long time before the line wii prove 
afinancial success Yunnan is-a. thinly 
populated and malarious province, given up 
chiefly to the cultivation of the poppy, and 
is go mountainous thatthe construction of a 
railway will be a difficult and costly under- 
taking. But if Great Britain’s policy is to 
be directed to the preserving of China’s in- 
tegrity! it-is of importance that’ she should 
secure easy means of access to the south- 
western portion of the Empire and ac- 
quire substantial interests there to coun- 


‘te miles up the 


'along the left 


ation 
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It would also benefit this colony and give , possessed neither, and these abominable’ 
employment to great numbers of the} outrages and ‘the ‘subsequent frightful 
Cantonese, Moreover, it is specially within | massacre at Kucheng+-which no doubt was 


the sphere of British influence, and no one 
could have any grounds for opposing it. If 
Russia is to be allowed to make the rail- 
ways through Manchuria, Germany those 
through Shantung, and France to continue 
the Tonkin lines into Kwangsi, what more 
natural than that Great Britain should 
construct the line from the Yangtsze to the 
colony of Hongkong ? 


THE OPENING OF HUNAN. 


——. 


. . — e,¢ 
It is antisfactory to find that the British 


| Government are negotiating for the opening 


to foreign trade and- navigation of the 
inland waters of China; and of-a port in 
Hunan. Reuter-mentions Yuen Chow, but 
no doubt what is intended is Yochow Fu 
and the Siang branch of the Yangtsze ri¥er. 
So far back as 1895 Sir Tiromas Wape 
asked for this port to be opened, but the 


! Hunan officials nad influence enough at 


Peking to secure a veto on this request. 
Circumstances have changed since then, 
however, and the Huuanese have probably 
came to think differently. In any case 
the Peking Government are now less likely 
to refuse the demand in order to oblige the 
Hunan mandarins. Yochow is the true 
gate of this great inland waterway. It is 
situated at the -entranee to the Tung- 
ting. Take, through which the Siang 
flows to join the main waters of the 
Yangtsze. It has, like all Hunanese 
towns, in. past times had an unenvinble. 
notoriety for hostility to foreigners. The 
city occupies an elevated and — pictu- 
resque-site, and presents a rather -imposing 
appearance from the water. Within the 
walls there are only the official buildings, 
some temples, and a few residences; the 
shops and business streets are, as is almost 
invariably the case in China, outside the 
walls, ina suburb on the south side. Of 
late years Yochow has been quieter than 
formerly, and has been visited by several 
missionaries without their receiving molest- 
or insult, It is to be’ hoped, how- 
ever, that Yochow is not the sole port it is 
intended to open. The Siang should be 
opened as far as Hengehow, and the cities 
of Siangyin, Changsha (the capital of 
Hunan), Siangtan, and Hengchow should be 
made Treaty ports. Siaugtan more ‘¢s- 
pecially, which lies about one hundred and 
river from Yochow, 
shuuld be, opened, as ‘it is .said to’ be 
searecly inferior as a trading mart to Han- 
kow in-size and importance. It stretches 
bank of the river for 
somesix miles, and boats lie ‘anchored in 


ter-balance the activity and ambitions of rows four or five deep along the whole 


France in that region, a region which] frontage. The landing places are numer- 
French expausionists are accustomed to! ous and large, spaces round them afford 


regard as a future addition to the Indo- 
Chinese dominions of their country. Whey 
the railway has penetrated Yunnan from 
Burmah it will in course of time be carried 
across the province into Kwangsi and down 
the valley of the West River to Canton, 
We will then have a fulfilinent of the 
scheme agitated thirty-five years ago for the 
establishment of railway communication. 
between Calcutta and Canton. A railway 
would. also help Yuunan to recover more 
rapidly from the effects of the wars that 


great convenicuce for the loading and un- 
londing of cargo. Ifthe ports above men- 
tioned were opened, with the aid of the 
transit pass system) or some system in lien of 
lekin taxation, there would be fo difficulty 
in sending foreign goods to ail the principal 
trade centres of Hunan. But Yochow Fu 
alone would be of doubtful utility, since it 
is merely the gate of Hunan: we should ob- 


tain access to the heart of this important 


province. 


As our readers may remember, it was 


have desolated the proviuce. Underthe most | proposed in 1892 that Hunan, its rivers 
favourable circumstances, however, it will | and ports, should be opened to foreign trade 


be-a long time before the railway, if made, 
will be able to pay its working cxpeuses. 
A work of more immediate utility would be 
a railway from Kowloon to Hankow, 
This would. be an enterprise worth under- 
taking and cortain to prove remunerative. 


as some reparation for the murders and 
outrages on British subjects’ in various 


towns of the Yangtsze Valley in 1890-91. | 


Had the then British Government shown 


‘the least backbone -or determination the aa  : slots Re oe ae 
demand would have been conceded, but it |" %#d intimately versed in,the social life 


the direct fruit of that criminal inaction— 

have never been ataned for. ‘Possibly it 
may, have dawned on Lord Sanisnury’s 
mind that it is not yet too late to exact 

some tardy compensation for those great 

wrongs. It will be well, howeyer, not to 

expect much, for it seems impossible for the 

British Foreign Office to stick t@ a demand 

when made, however jast aud no/matter how 

moderate it may be.|° Meantime-there is 

no doubt that the opportunity has arrived. 

Thére may be some difficulties in the way, but 
diplomacy ought to show an opening through 

them, and if Lord Sanispury can for once 

rise to the occasion he may do much for 
both England and China. If, however, he 

is going ta rely on the gratitude of the Chi- 

nese Government or place trust in its good 

faith, le will assuredly, as our Yankee 

kinsinen would say, get left. The only 

policy, in the present juncture of affairs: in” 
the Far ast, is for Creat Britain, without 

being wreedy, to take effective steps to 

preserve her trade and maintain her prestige. - 
The opening up of the interier of China isa 

good step in this direation. 


T 


THE A TEQPLUM SOCIETY. 


- — oe - - 

Nothing dies harder than a mania, es- 
pecially if that mania takes the form of 
working for the supposed good of others. 
The various societics for converting Jews 
and other astern people fram the faiths or 
erecds they have held for the past two or 
three thousand years, for dressing savages 
in the clothes of modern civilisation, for 
compelling the publie to practice total 
abstinence from alcoholic driuks, for making: 
men continent by al of Parliament, or for 
depriving the Chinese of their chief stimu- 
lant, these flourish and endure, no matter 
how’ often rebuffed, and regardless of 
financial stress or national complications. 
It might, however, readily -have been sup- 
posed, after the result of the Royal Commis- 
sion of Inquiry into the Opium ‘Trade —and es- 
pecially now that it isa well known fact, which 
his even reached the dull ears and unwilling 
sight’ cf the fanatigal disciples of Saint 
Pras, that China| produces the larger 
proportion of the opium smoked in that 


Empire —that the Auglo-Oriental Society for” 


the Suppression of the Opium Trade would 
have been glad -to retire into the obscurity 


from which it so causelessly ‘sprang. 
Such is not thé case. ‘‘Fhongh we hear 
somewhat less nowadays about these 


fatuous fanatics they still exist as a 
blatant body, eagerly waiting ‘for some? 
new opportunity to foreé themselves and 


their misstatements upon a longsuffering © 
Only so recently as the 12th . 


public. 
ultimo, the members of the, Society met at 
breakfast at the Cannon Street Hotel, Lon- 
don, under the presidency of the Rev. Dr. 
bridge. It is charitnbly to be hoped that 
the meeting was really a little social gather- 


ing, a mecting of old acquaintances in. the. 


metropolis, the excuse given being business 
of the Anti-Opium Society. Or perhaps it 
was really a genuine attempt, after goud 


meal, to galvanise a morihund institution. 


ai . - | 
and a lost cause into life .and moveinent 
again. At any rate a resylution was, we 


learn from’ the Tiieg, moved hy: another 


rev. gentleman, Prebendary Wres-Pepror, | 
to the following effect:—‘ This meeting, : 


i 
| ‘after hearing statements as to the effect of 
| 


“ 


. 


ee Pringipal of Ridley ‘Hall, Cam-~ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


“the opium habit in China, from trast-? _ 
worthy Englishmen, long resident: there” 


February 26, 1898.]. 


“of the people, is profoundly moved by the 
“vast extent of the vice disclosed and the 
“irresistible evidence ‘of the moral and 
“ physical ruin which ever dogs its footsteps. 
“ [tis clear that the growth of the poppy is 
s spreading more and more throughout the 
“Empire, and that the home supplies are 
‘gradually excluding Indian opium, We 
“submit that these facts only enhance the 
“ responsibilty of our country. By fostering 
“and enforcing the opium trade for the sake 
“of reveriue, Great Britain has been the 
“ main factor in breaking down such barriers 
“as formerly existed in China against the 
“spread of this fatal vice. We call on our 
“countrymen, before it is too-late, to stop) 


“this unrighteous and demoralizing tratfic, 


“and to let their influence at last tell in 
“favour of justice and good will to this 
“ancient and afflicted people.” ‘This long 
winded piece of claptrap was, of course, 
ndopted unanimously. There it will end 
for the present, but the Society will no 
doubt later on proceed to reiterate its former 
libels and calumnies on British merchants 
and officials. The anti-opium faddists do at 
last recognise that the main portion of the 
drug is produced in China, but they do not 
propose to go to the Chinese Government 
and urge effective prohibition of the cultiva- 
tion. If the habit of opium smoking were 
really as pernicious and harmful as the 
anti-opiim Society makes out, why du not 
ifs agents come forward with a proposal for 
a.simultineous prohibition of tho produetion 
and import of the drug? They, however, 


_ have ‘only one ery -~ abolish the trade 


between India and China; retire from. the 
business! This is absolutely puerile. If 
India ceased to-morrow to éxport opium, 
the supply would in a very short time be 
made up from Persia, Turkey, and other 
countries, while the home production of 
the drug would be doubled in a few 
years. In this case, what good would 


“have beén achieved by the retirement 


of India from a) profitable trade to the 
serious detriment/ of its revenue? 
Flain sober truth is far from what is 
stated by the hysterical agitators on the 
Exeter Hall and other London platforms ; 
Opium when éaten is no doubt pernicious 
and when smoked to excess is certainly 
deleterious, but the number of smokers who 
indulge in it to excass ts comparatively 
small, and the misery cutailed by thea use 
of this stimulant in the whole vast area of 
the Chinese Empire is probably nothing 
like so great as that wrought by the abuse 
of alcohol iu London alone. If the worthy 
people led by Prebendary Pernoz would 
only devote their energies, time, and money 


‘to the removal of the beim of drunkenness 


from the British eye iustead of striving 
vainly to pick the mote of opium smokings 
from the Celestial organ of vision, they 
would do some real good instead of the harm 
effected by mistakenly and mischievousl y. 
holding up the British Government to 
execration as the poisoner of a race. 


FIRE [NSURANCE IN THE 
re FAL BAST. 


: . —_—@—___ 

“Both the local Fire Insurance Companies 
show good results in their receritly issued 
annual reports, and advantage is wisely 
taken of the opportunity to make substantial 
additions to the reserve funds. The pro- 
spectus has just been issued of another Fire 
Insurance Company, ‘which we may also 
class us local, since its head office is to be 
at Yokohama, and the occasion is perhaps 
not inopportune to offer a few remarks on 
fire insurance in the Fur East. The Yeko- 
hama Company starts with a strong Board 


The. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT, 


of. Directors, who will bring to bear not 
only ability in the management of the 


Company’s affairs, but also ability to con- |: 


tribute business, If they see their way to 
obtaining cheaper insurance on a sound 
basis for themselves and the communities 
they represent they are to be congratulated 
on taking steps to achieve such a desirable 
object. ‘The business of fire insurance, how- 
ever, is not unattended with difficulty and 
serious risk, especially for new Companies 
starting under existing conditions, which 
are very different from those which exist- 


ed when the Hongkong Fire Insurance 


Company and the China Fire Insurance 
Company were started. In 1870, the 
date of the latter Company’s establish- 
ment, the rate on first class godowns at 
Yokohama was 2 per cent. per annum and 
on first class dwellings 3 per cent. in the 
Settlement and 2 per cent. on the Bluff. 
To-day the rate is per cent. on first class 
godowns and $ to 1 per cent. on first class 
dwellings. Rates in other places have of 
course suffered a similar diminution. The 
Companies in fortner times were also able 
to obtain better returns on. their invested 
funds than are obtainable now. Taking 
advantage of these favourable circumstinces 
our local Companies rapidly accumulated 
substantial reserves, and it is fortunate that 
they did so, fur the time came when the 
reserves were much needed. There. have 
been, indeed, some years when the profit on 
insurance would not have justified payment 
of'a dividend had it not been added to by the 
interest earned on investments, and some 
when it showed a positive loss. In the year 
1894, for ingtance, the accounts of the 
China Fire Insurance Co.. showed that the 
net amount’ of premia collected, less re- 
insurances and returns, was $243,290, while 
on the other side of the account the losses 
were $222,906 and the charges, commissions, 


.etc., $49,548, making a total. of $272,454, 


so-that the. net result was a loss of over 
$29,000. The revenue from interest, how- 
ever, was close upon $100,000, which 
allowed of the payment of a dividend of 
$4 per share. Last year about this time we 
gave a history of the Hongkong Fire Insur- 
auce Company’s reserve fund, and it may 
be useful to again briefly epitomise the te- 
sults. In 1886 the fund reached $1,000,000, 
the suni fixed in the articles of association, 
but as it was deemed desirable that it 
should be further increased a_ special 
resolution was passed to that effect. In 
1894, however, the fund again stood ouly 
at $1,000,000. Some small udditions had 
been made to it in the meantime,. but 
these had to be afterwards withdrawn, 
and thelividend; which was $274 in 1886, 
fell to ag low a point as $9.05 in 1894, the 
balance of the working account for that year 
being only $92,504, notwithstanding ‘that 
the ‘income from “interest stood at nearly 
$115,000, so that here again the insurance 
business showed a loss. Those were the 
lean years of fire insurance, but the two 
local companies, thanks to their substantial 
reserves, came out of them in very sound 
condition. Two ventures started at Singa- 
pore, however—the fire branch of the Straits 
Insurance Company and the Singapore 
Fire Insurance Company—the shareholders 
deemed it-advisable to wind up. If the 
Japan Fire Insurance Company is’ floated 
we hope it will have a more successful career 
than the Strkits. concerns, but we would 
urge upon the directorate the importance of 
steadily building up a strong reserve. and 
paying no dividends, or only small- ones, 
until their accumulated profits have reached 
asum equalling at lenst the amount of the 


paid up capital. 


re nee 


be 189"; . 
A “BREEZE” IN THE LEGISLA- 
TIVE COUNCIL. 


. Much ado about nothing will be the. 
verdict of those who had the patience to 
wade; through the discussion at the last 
meeting|of the Legislative Council with 
reference to the minutes of the Publi¢. 
Works Committee. At a. meeting of that 
Committee a scheme came up for considera- 
tion which involved the purchase of Bear 
consfield, 1 property pwned by the Hon, E, 
R, BELittos, a member of the Committee, 
Mr. Bettutos voted, whereupon the Hon,, 
T. H. Warregeap protested against his. 
doing so, on the ground of the hon 
member's pecuniary, interest. Some dis- 
cussion appears to have taken place with. 
reference to that protest and « motion was” 
made by the .Colpnial Treasurer and 
seconded by Mr. .Betiuios that it should 
not be edtered upon the, minutes. ‘The 
Chairman, however, accepted the protest. 
and the motion that it be not recorded, - 
was not put to the meeting nor placed upon 
the records. Mr. \Wourrenean's protest. 
on the other hand was duly recorded and 
published, but, not satisfied ‘with that, 
the. hon, member at the meeting of the 
Legislative Council on Wednesday im- 
peached the minutes because a motion that 
was never put to the meeting was not 
recorded, Under the circumstances there. . 
does not appear to have been any reason. 
why it should have been recorded, but even | 
if it were admitted that au omission had: 
been made the subject was not worth oc. 
cupying the time of Council with, as it 
possessed no practical interest or- import, 
ance. The important thing was the protest. 
itself, and that duly appeared on the 
minutes. ae ; 
The marrow of the matter is the diss, 
puted right of Mr. Beiiios to vote ona 
question in which he was pécuniarily in- 
terested. As a member ofa Committee sim- 
ply expressing an opinion for the Governor’a 
information we should say, Mr. BeLiutos 
was within his rights in voting, but a simi- 


lar vote in Council ona motion which if  * 


carried would commit the colony to an ex- 
penditure of money would be decidedly illegal, 
The Colonial Treasurer thinks otherwise, but, 
the hon. gentleman’s argument wheu . éx- 
amined proves self-destructive. He adtnits 
that ordinarily a member may not vote upona 
matter in which he is pecuniarily interested, 
but contends that the disqualification is over-. 

come when the matter at issue is one ofstate 
or public policy, Now as all votes ia 
legislative assemblies are necessarily on 
matters of state or public policy, such bodies — 
having nothing to da with private affairs, 
it would follow that a member could al-~ 
ways vote, whether pecuniarily’ interested. 

in the matter at issue or.not. Which, ag 

Euclid would say, is absurd. The. rule 
that a man may not vote on a direct contract 

between himself and the State is clear and - 
unmistakable, notwithstanding that the con- 

tract may be a matter of state or public 


policy. Exception must also be taken to the 


Colonial “Treasurer’s contention that .al- 
though a vote was taken at the meeting of ” 
the Publi¢ Works Committee it ‘was. Doe 
necessary that-this should have been done,. \ 
If the Governor asked for the opinion of. 
the Committee as a Committee we. fail to, 
see how that opinion could have beew arrived. 


ator recorded except by means ofa vote, , 
The members of the Committee might’ine ~: 


dividually have expressed their opinfons 
without voting, but that’ would not: have™: -. 
been equivalent tothe Committee’s collectivg 


aie 
‘ 
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- to both sides. 


opinion as focused by debate and vote and 


_. would in fact have beeu worth no mote than 


the individual opinions of any other half- 
dozen men of equal competence. 


—  DUUBLE BROKERAGES. 


a, . 
We do not intend to comment upon the 
merits of the case of GornAM;versus BEN- 


JAMIN, KELLyY,and Ports, which hasabsorbed 


so much attention during the -past fortnight 
and which has reached the unsatisfactory 
termination of a verdict by a majority of 
one in a jury of seven. There has, however, 
been brought to light a custom of the share 
market, namely, that of charging double 
brokerage, which calls for some remark. If 
clients are willing to pay double brokerage 
the broker cannot be blamed for accepting 
it, but. looked at on broad grounds, and 
without reference to the broker’s individual 
interest, the custom is a pernicious one 
which ought to be discouraged and if 
Hr suppressed. The extra. remunera- 
tioh appears to be paid where the broker 
has to buy from or sell “to another 
broker, and is given as compensation for the 
loss of brokerage from the other side. The 
theory seems to be that the broker shoald 
ordinarily act for both parties and that the 


‘clients should be mulcted in an extra pay- 


nient when two separate brokers are em- 
ployed. The effect of the application of 
this theory must be to distourage business 
as between brokers. But from a moral a 
well as a business point of view it is desirable 
that a different broker should: be employeds 
on each side, by which means the true 

rice of the shares-is more likely to 

e arrived at than when one broker 
acts for both parties. No man can serve 
two masters, and when « broker receives 
an order from one client to sell certain 
shares at the best price obtainable and an 
order from another clieut to buy shares of 
the same concern at the lowest price at 
which they can be procured he must soime- 
times be embarrassed in trying to do justice 
It would be more satisfactory 
that -each side should have his own broker. 
It is doubtful, also, whether it is to the 
brokers’ own interest to discourage the em- 
ployment of a broker on each side. If they 


‘dealt freely with each other there would 


still be the same or a greater amount of 
business to put through and the same num- 
ber of brokers to divide the brokerage 
amongst. The chargiug of double brokerage 
can only be regarded, therefore, as a petti- 
fogging squeeze calculated to discourage 
legitimate business. } 


THE DOCK COMPANY AND NAVAL 
CONSi{RUCTION. 
eS Sees, 

We hear that before Admiral BULLER left 
for home informal representations were made 
to him with- reference to the utilisation of 
the shipbuilding resources of Hongkong in 
connection with the navy. It is to be hoped 
that His-Excellency may be able to press 
the idea 


successfully upon the atten- 
tions of the Admiralty. In a great’ 
war' the shipbuilding -resources of the 


British Jsles would be fully taxed and 


assistance from the outlying dependencies 


of the Crown -in adding to the navy or 
replacing losses might prove of incalculable 
benefit, more especially if there happened 


- to. be any interruption of the line of 


communication preventing vessels from 
home reaching the parts where their. 
presence was required without loss of 


time. Holding the position Great Bri- 
tain does in the Pacific aud in Chinese 
waters if is eminently’ desirable that she 
should not be solely dependent upon the 
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naval canstruction, but be able to rely to 
some €Xtent upon locat resources, But of 
course a beginning must be made in a small: 
and tentative way. The Hongkong and 


| Whampoa Dock Company would not be 


prepared at short notice to undertake the 
construction of a Victorious or a Powerful, 
but it could very soon place itself in a 
position to turn out torpedo boats, gunboats, 
and other small craft, and gradually extend 
its works to meet the requirements of 
larger orders if experience showed such ex- 
tension to be desirable. The possession of 
construction stations on the outskirts of the 
Empire might prove when the pinch came 
only in degree less valuable than the posses- 
sion of coaling stations and repairing sta- 
tions. ¢ : 

A good deal has of late been said about 
the Dock Company and the advisability of 
the Admiralty making use of its resources, 
but the idea is not altogether new. <At the 
farewell banquet given to, Sir Grorge 
Bowrn twelve years ago the mantle of 
prophesy fell-upor Mr. Tromas Jackson, 
who in responding to the toasé of prosperity 
to Hongkong said:—“ It only requires a 
“little of the prophetic eye to look forward 
“tu he time, and only a little’ time—long 
“before my young friends present have 
“entered the ranks of old bufferdam— 
“when perhaps we shall be taking 
“up a Hongkong Daily Press some ‘morn- 
“ing and. reading of the Jaunch iu 
“ Hongkong of the latest addition to the 
“Navy from the shipbuilding and engineer- 
“ing works of the Hongkong and Whampoa 
“Dock Company, Limited, and that the. 
‘vessel as she glided down into the water 
“ was named by Miss Morant the Dowell— 
“ (loud cheers)—and after the ceremony was 
“over Sir Digpy Morayr and all the 
“assembled company repaired to the re- 
“sidence of our colonial peer, Lard Cuarer 
“of Kowloon—(loud cheers and laughter) 
‘where success to the new vessel was 
“drunk.” Perhaps we may see ‘a partial] 
fulfilment of the prophecy before even Mr. 
JACKSON himself enters the ranks of “old 
bufferdom,” 


Cet psy 


SOLDIERS AND SAILORS Al THE 
. RACKS. 


— —_o>——__-— 

Attention has recently been drawn in our 
correspondence columns to the desirability 
of: providing special accommodation | for 
soldiers and sailors_at our annual Races, and 
the suggestion has been thrown out that the 
Navy League should take the question up 
and cudeavour to make arrangements with 
the Stewards. It would be a graceful thing 
for the League to move in the direction in- 
dicated, provided they are satisfied that any 
general desire exists among the men to be 
specially provided for, On this pyint there 
may perhaps be room for some doubt. It 
is presumably not iniended that a bar, o1 
pari matuel, oranything of that kind should 
be set up for the men’s refreshment or 
amusement, but simply that a stand should be 
erectel where they could find shelter from 
the sun and watch the races without being 
jostled by Chinese. But having regard to 
the ground already occupied such a stand 
would necessarily have to be situated ata 
cousiderable distance from the winning post, 
aud it seems not unlikely that the men 
would prefer to take their chance of getting 
ni better view of the finish. from the inner 
rails opposite.the Grand Stand. Perhapsa 
space might be railed off here and reserve:l 
for Europeans, admission of course being 
free. Ina matter of this kind the merchant 
seamen and resident Earopeans who cannot 
afford to pay for admission’ to” the Grand 


yards in Great Britain for the work of Stand and enclosure have as good a cliim to 
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consideration as the men of the army and 


navy. Not much importance can be attached . 
to the protection-from-the-sun argument, be- 
cause the Races take place at a season when .- 
the sun as a rule is not oppressive. . What is 
required, therefore, if anything, seems to be 
simply a reserved space from. which the- 
races could be witnessed by the men with- 
out the discomfort of being jostled by a 
erowd of Chinese, 
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EXTRAORDINANY WEATHER. 


ae ee i 
(19th February.) - 


The correspondent who.writes on the extra- 
ordinary weather we are now experiencing 
cannot be congratulated on his suggestion: 
as to the enuse. 
conditions have of late prevailed from the 
Philippines to Siberia, and Hongkong being 
embraced in that wide region has naturally 
shared in their influence, but to suggest that 
the afforestation of this dot on the ocean can 
possibly be ie cause of those conditions is 
awbsurd. {t{ is a fact, we believe, that 
weather like the present has not previously 
heen experienced at this season of the year 
within the memory of the oldest inhabitant. 
But’ the weather is always playing strange 


tricks, and the corresponding seasons 
of any given years never present ex- 
actly’ the same features, In England . 


we frequently hear the term ‘an old 
fashioned winter” used, as though there had 
been within resent times: some appreciable 
climatic change rendering winters less severe 
than they used to be. Yet it is only a few 
years since the ‘Thames was frozen over, 
while on the other hand abnormally mild 
winters are recorded as having occurred in 
times-of remote antiquity. No doubt pro- 
gressive changes of climate are proceeding 
in all quarters of the world, as must neces- 
sarily be the case if we accept the scientific 
theory that the earth was once a molten 
mass and that the cooling process is still 
going On; but the changes are of too 
slow and etna a character to be 
appreciable by the individual experience 
of human beings. An examination of the 
fauna and flora of China in the light 
of histurical records shows, so authorities on 
the subject declare, that there has ‘been 
a gradual refrigeration over China. But 
what is complained of in the present 
wenther is its unusual heat and humidity, 
The conditions, which sre abnormal over - 
a wide area, must evidently be due to some 
cause influencing the monsoon, and cannot 
be aserihed to any local cause. 
[Since the above appeared there has been 
a complete change in the weather, which 
ais now bright and cold.) - 


The Lienshing on her last passage across from 
Nagasaki to Shanghai encountered a tre- 
inendous sea which the captain describes as a sort 
of tidal wave, and which created havoc on board 
the ship. After leaving Nagasaki fine weather 
was experienced until the night of the 9th inst., 
when a strong N. W. breeze, with correspon-. 
dingly heavy sea sprang up. At5a.m. on the 
following morning she shipped a tremendous 
sea forward, which carried away the bridge and 
telegraph, stove in the fore part of the wheel- 
house, chartroom, and saloon, and damaged the 
compass and wheel. The chief officer, Mr. 
McClure, was on watch at the time and the sea 


swept him from the bridge against the funnel, «~~ 
seriously injuring him abowt the body. The ~~ 


quartermaster who was at the wheel was also 
badly hurt. The ship was stopped at once and . 
the hand steering-gear aft shipped, and after 
being hove-to for some time she was put on her - 
course again and arrived at Shanghai without 
further mishap. On arrival the chief officer 
was removed to the hospital, where his injuries, - 
which though serious were forinaately found 


to be not as bad as was at. first feared, were. - “ 


attended to—N.-C. Daily News: 


Unusual meteorological 
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'HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE 
i COUNCIL. 


: i ; : Bee yee. e : 
A meeting of the Hongkong Legislative 


= Council was held on 28rd February in the 
i Council Chamber. Present :-— 

ES His Excertency the Actina Governor, 
ES Major-General Bu ick, cB. 

BS - Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockuart (Colonial 


Secretary). © 
Hon. W. M. Goopman (Atftorney.General). 
Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Master), 
Hon. F. H. May, C.M.G. (Captain Super- 

intendent of Police). 


Hon.: T. Sercompr Smitx (Colonial 
Treasurer), ; : 
‘ Hon. R. D. Ormary (Director of Public 
Workz). : 

Hon. C. P. Cuater, C.M.G. 

Hon. Ho Kar. 


Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

Hon. E. R. BELILIos. 

7 Hon. Wet A Yuk. 

cane Mr. J. G. T. Bucks (Clerk of Councils). 

: MINUTES. ‘ 


os The minutes of the previous meeting were 


read and confirmed, the words “with leaye” 
being added to the record of the Hon. T. H. 
Whitehead's' absence, at the hon. member's 
request. 


NOTICE OF MOTION, 


= Hon. T. H. Wuirenzap—tl rise to give 
ae notice that at the next mceting of Council I 
will move that Government lay upon the table 

a'copy of its covering despatch forwarding to’ 

the Colonial Office the report dated 23rd No- 
' vember, 1896, of the Committee appointed 8th 

September, 1894. ‘by His Excellency Sir 
, William Robinson io report on the condition 
Ee of the Government Offices and the desirability 
of locating the various Government depart- 
g ments under one roéf, together with a copy of 
any further explanations the Government may 
have given in cormection therewith and ‘as 
called for by the Secretary of State's despateh 


No. 126 of Stk June, 1896. 
farers, 


The Cotontat Skcretary laid upon the table 

the Report of the Superintendent of Vict: ria 

' Gaol for 1897, Report of the Director of the 
Observatory for 1897, Report on‘the Widows’ 
and Orphans’ Pensjon Fund for 1897, Report 

on Public Works Department Stores, Report 

of the Superintendgnt of the Fire Brigade for 
1897, aud Criminal Statistics and Coroner's 

é 


1897. 


Returns for 
oe THE PUBLIC GFEICES, 


The DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC Worxs.—Sir, 
: I rise to propose the following resolution :— 
That in. the’ opinion of this Council it is 


expedient—(a) ‘l'o construct the New Law 
Courts and accessory offices on Plot No, 2 on 
the New Reclamation, namely, the larger of the 
er two-lots reserved for Government Offices, im- 
Se mediately in front of the City Hall; and (b) 
to retain the sites uf the present Post Office and 
{Supreme Conrt for the erection of a new Post 

Office, which should also afford uccommodation 

for the ‘l'reasury and such other offices as may 

be decided on. In- moving this resolution 

IT desire, with your Xxcellency’s  per- 

missiou, to briefly refer to the varions 
proposals that have been put befsre the 

; Government during the past two years for 
meeting the universally acknowledged need of 

' the colony for new and better. Courts and Post 
- Office and better and more suitable accommoda- 
tion'for certain other departments of Gorern- 

. ment. I believe with regard to this the colony 
' is practically unanimous; everybody is agreed 
we want new Law Courts and more especially a 

_ more roomy Post Office. There have been in 
, all six different schemes put forward. The 
first: proposal was my prodecessor's, which was 
the outcome of the report of the special com- 
mittee appointed by Sir William Robinson in 
1896. That proposal contemplated placing all 
the Government Offices, except the Colonial 
Secretary's, the Audit, the Sanitary Board, and 
the Educational Department, on the site re- 
‘served on the new Praya. The plans were 
forwarded to {England and by direction of the 
Secretary of State were referred to. the Consult- 
ing Architects. They did not meet with approval 
‘and conseqneitly were set aside. The second 
scheme is the proposal I call scheme. A of the 
Consulting Architects, reversing the position 


‘it is, 
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of the buildings on plots 1 and 2 and providing 
more accommodation by the addition of a second 
storey on the Pat Office, That scheme would 
have cost probably $100,600 more than Mr. 
Cooper's. The third proposal was the one 
I call B of the Consulting Architects. In that 
they proposed to acquire two lots on the Reclam- 
ation from the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 
and cover all four lots with Government Offices, 
bringing the Colonial Secretary's (fice down 
to the same locality. The cost of that scheme 
would be considerably over a million dollars, 
probably a million and a half; it is difficult to 
say what it would cost, because I consider it 
doubtful if the Bahk would part with the land. 
That scheme I think may at once be set aside. 
The fourth proposal was one which I had the 
honour to lay before the Government. That 
proposal was submitted by Sir William Robin- 
son to the Public Works Committee for their 
opinion, and the majority of the Committee 
approved of the scheme. In that scheme I got 
over one of the difficulties which had been raised 
by the‘Consulting Architects, namely, the in- 
sufficiency of space on the new L’raya for all the 
buildings required. By retaining the site of 
the old Post Uffice and the Supreme Court and 
purchasing Beaconsfield the area available, in- 
cluding plot No. 2 on the Praya, is over 90,000 
square feet, or 6,300 square feet more than the 
combined area of plots No: ] and 2 on the 
Praya. L would wish hore, sir, to remark that 
the idea of the Government acquiring Beacons- 
field emanated entirely from myself and until 
it came before him as a member of the Public 
Works Committee I am convinced that my 
hon, friend on my left (Mr. Belilios) 
had uo knowledge-of it. Now, gir, as 
regards the best location for the Post Office in 
Hongkong it seems to me that even a compara- 
tively. new-comer to the colony is capable of 
forming a sound opinion. The proper place 
for the Post Office in my opinion is the central 
site it now occupies. There was some opposi- 
tien to this, but it seems to be generally ad- 
mitted 1-was right. Since writing my original 
report I have had time to go into the matter 
carefully. I find that the &te occupied by the 


“present Post Office was one of the first built on 


in the colony, that buildings stood on it in 1843, 
that, is fifty-five years ago, while the pres¢nt 
buildings have stood for over thirty rors 
There are no signs of crack or settlement whht- 
ever. Therefore I am of opinion that build- 
ings could be put up there without any exces- 
sive cost for foundations. That is important, 
because foundations on the new Praya are ex- 
pensive. I have uo hesitation in saying that a 
new Post Office and Treasury worthy of the 
colony in every respect could be erected on this 
site for asum of 890,000. I now come to the 
fifth scheme, which is that brought forward by 
my hon.. friend the senior usofficial member, 
which is almost identical with scheme A of 
the Consulting Architects. I cannot consider 
it either a satisfactory proposal as regards 
the arrangement of the offices, or possi bh 

execution for the sum named. It proposes the 
erection on plot No. 1 on the new Praya of a 
‘building with three floors, the Post Office on 
the ground, and above it the Treasury, Asses- 
sor’s Office, and Sanitary Board, and on the 
second floor the Public Works Department. I 
think, sir, it can be shown the Treasury is 
wuch better and more centrally situated where 
as well as the Post Office. I dare 
say my hon. friend the Trensurer will agree 
with me in that. With 1..~.rd to the Pub- 
lic Works Department, I cannot but think 
the proposed position would be excessively 
inconvenient. My office is resorted to at all 
hours of the day by overseers, contractors, land- 
holders, and others, and to have la stream of 
such constantly passing up a two-storey build- 
ing would be most objectionable to all the other 
offices in the block, while the distance from 
the Colonial Secretary’s Office, with which 
we are in constant communication, would 
be inconvenient. I further consider the 
cost of the scheme. under-estimated, A 
Post Office, and Treasury on the Queon’s Road 
site is a very different matter from the same on 
the new Praya. Iu the one case the cost of 
foundations is nil, in the other jt has been esti- 
mated at $75,000. The Queen's Road andiPedder 
Street site only requires two ornate elevations, 


the Praya site four and all extremely conspi- 
cuous. Taking everything into consideration 


i 


ble of |: 


[this as a matter of principle I am quite 


I would call this- estimate fully $150,000 below ° ’ 
the mark. A sixth proposal has been made,name- ~~ 
ly, to erect a second Storey on the new building —_- ; 
in Queen’s Road and so provide for grouping’... 
all the Government hain there, thus-obviating 


the necessity of purchasing Beaconsfield. It is - 
impossible to say at once whether that is prac- 
ticable. The resolution I have proposed com- 
mits the Council to nothing. It will be of 
interest fo compare tha jertiaiated cost of all the 
six schemes, omitting the new Harbour Office - 
and Public Works Department stores, which _ 
stand on a different footing. The actual cost, 
regardless of where the funds are to come from, 

is as follows: The estimate for the Hon. Mr, 
Cooper's scheme is §700,0U0; for scheme A. of: .- 
the Consulting Architects, $800,000; for scheme - 

B I will not mention the estimate, 
because I consider it impracticable; for scheme 
No. 4 I estimate &570,000; the scheme proposed: 

by the senior unofficial membor is‘estimated. at 
3/90,000, which is practically the same as the 
Cousulting Architects’; for scheme 6 no esti-. 
mate can be given as it has not yet reached 
that stage. 

His ExcELLENcy—That is, building all the 
offices on the present site ? 

The Director or Pustic Works—Yes. I~ 
consider that scheme would probably cost less.” - 
than the scheme of purchasing Beaconstield. I’ 
now beg to repeat my resolution. 

The sowie SEcRETARY—I beg to second. 

Hon. C. P. Cuater—I beg to propose that 
consideration of this resolution be postponed to 
a future meeting. The reason I ask for this \ 
postponement is, I have no doubt, very obvious 
to your Excellency. It is that before we cama 
to this room wé were not aware of tho resolution. 
The resolution is proposed. and we are asked to ~ 
pass it or refuse to pase it. But we cannot be 
prepared to pass, or to refuse to pass, a resolu: 
tion of which we have had no notice whatever, 

I would also ask that all resolutions to be 
brought before-the Council be forwarded to the 
unofficial members a few days before the meet- _ a 
ing at which they aie to be proposed takes Po 
place. The unofficial members, if they propose a 
a resolution, have to give proper notice and 
forward'a copy of the resolntion two or three 
days beforehand, and I think any resolution 
coming frum the Government side of the house 
should be treated in thd same way. 

Hon. T. H. WHITRHEAD—I beg to second 
that. I think it is only reasonable that the un- 
official members some days before the date of the . 
meeting should know the nature of the resolu- 
tions they are to becalled upon to discuss and vote 
upon. It is impossible on the spur of the | ines 
moment to give the matter the consideration it oa 
deserves, especially a resolution of this kind = ° 
involviug the expenditure of half-a-million or 
three-quarters of a million of dollars. I also 
support what has fallen from the hon. senior un- 
official member with reference to all resolutions, 
‘being embodied in the agenda. I think the 
present practice is quite irregular. 

His ExceLLency—I think the hon. mem- 
‘bers of Council and the community have had - 
ample time and opportunity to consider this 
question, and I should not be flattering the — 
intelligence of the hon. members if I supposed 
they were not ready to argue it out.. I will 
iundertake to say they will never know much 
more about it than they do now, but as the hon. 
‘senior unofficial member and the hon. member - 
:who represents the Chamber of Commerce put - © ; 


prepared to allow it to be discussed on another 
day, so for these reasons I withdraw the matter 
for the present. I can only say this, that the 
Government has been most anxious {o know the . 
real wish of the colony on this subject, because 
it does not affect us one way or tha other, but 
it affeots the colony for all time, or at -least: for I 
the next sixty or seventy years. Therefore... 
Sir William Robinson and myself have been 
most anxious (hat the olony should disciss the . ~_- 
matter in every possiblg way and that weshould-. . .« 
have the best. and most economical scheme car- 
ried out. I therefore propose. to adjourn: the 
discussion to Monday! next, if Monday: will, 
suit hon. members. ; ee ee 
A PERSONAL MATTER, =o t. 
Hon. T. H. Wuirenzap—Sir, although it 
is-not on the agenda I have given notice ‘of a. 
resolution which reads as follows :— I> beg: to 
move that the-report of the proceedings of the © 
Public Works Committee at a meeting held‘on. 


- mention of the motion ‘made by the Honourable 


to the Committees for amendment.” A motion. 
made by the Hon. Colonial Treasurer and second- 
ed by the hon. member opposite (Mr. Belilios) is. 
omitted from the minutes of that meeting, and in 
support of the motion I have just: read I will 
read the following correspondence which has 
taken place between the Hon. the Director of 


'  Pablic Works and myself :— 


Hongkong, 8th February, 1898. 

Dear Mr. Ormsby,—With reference to the 
report of proceedings of the Public 
Works Committee held on 13th ulto. which 
I observe from the agenda will come before 
the meeting of the Legislative Council called 
for 10th inst., will yon allow me to draw your 
attention to the fact that the report is incom- 
plete as it now stands inasmuch as it omits any 


the Colonial Treasurer at the said meeting 
that my protest against the Hon. E. R. Belilios 
voting on the question, he being directl; 
pecuniarily interested therein, be not reporte 
on the minutes of the said meeting, which 
motion was duly seconded by the Hon. E. R. 
Belilios. I would suggest your having the 
report amended previous to its being - brought 
before the Council meeting called for LOth inst, 
but if that cannot be done, the report having 
already been laid on the table, would you your- 
self move on Thursday that it be referred back to 
the Committee to permit of the necessary amend- 
ment being made. This would be preferable to 
my having to do so, and J feel bound to bring 
the question before the Oouncil. 

For your information and to explain why no 
motion was made at last meeting of Council I 
beg to say that I wrote to the senior unofficial 
member on 20th ult. as follows :-— 

“Not' having had two Consecutive days 

respite from business since last Chinese 

_ New Year and as/our markets will be 

more or less at a standstill naxt week I 
leave to-night for the West River and will 

- probably not return ontil 29th inst. Should 

there be a meeting of Council during that 
period no doubt the| report of the Public 
Works Committee will be laid on the table. 
You will remember that at said meeting 
The Honourable The Treasurer moved 
and Mr. Belilios seconded the motion that 
my protest against|the latter being per- 
mitted to vote on the question of the Go- 
vernment purchase|of Beaconsfield (Mr. 
Belilios being the owner of said property and 
consequently directly and pecuniarily in- 
terested) be not recarded on the minutes 
or in the report of the said meeting. 
Should that motion be omitted from the 
repert I would. if present in Council, rise 
and move that it be referred back to the 
Public Works Committee fur correction. 
The motion in question was a very extra- 
ordinary one and I am still unable to com- 
prehend the unwarrantable action of the 
Honourable Treasurer. It looked like an 
endeavour on the part of an official member 
‘to stifle discussion’ and to throttle and 
suppress the views and the opinions of 
an unofficial member on an important ques- 
tion of principle. It is necessary in the pub- 
lic interests that such a proceeding should 
be brought to the notice of the Council and 
the public, whom we endeavour to represent. 
Tf the report should be brought before the 
Council and should it be incomplete will you 
in my name do as I'have-herein suggested. 
For your information I enclose a press 
- copy of my protest and letter to Mr. 
Ormsby, the Chairman of the Committee 
> dated 18th inst.” : 

Ag, at last meeting off Council held on 25th 
ulto. during my absence from the colony when 
the report in question was laid before the Legis- 
lative Council, together with further papers 
respecting the proposed| Government offices, the 
adoption of it was not moved, Mr. Chater con- 
sidered it unnecessary tolthen take a tion regard- 
ing the omission herein|referred to. 

7 Yours very truly, 
T. H. WHITEHEAD. 
The Hon: R. D. Ormaby, Director of Public 
.' Works and Chairman of Public Works 
Committee. 2s 
- | Hongkong, February 9th, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Whitehead}—I have no recollection 
of 4 motion having bee 


I think you mistook’ and still mistake our 


u made by The Hononr- 
able-The Treasurer and| duly:séconded, such as 
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the 13th ult: and dated 14h idem be referred back | you speak of, ind if-you are not mistaken; it is | 
a pity you did: mot at our meeting see that it 


was recorded, es . ; 

- I recollect a short discussion-on the subject 
as to whether your protest was in order, which 
ended in my ruling that.it was. a 2 
- L can therefore move ho amendment to our 
report, bat it is open, I presume, for you to do 
so, and possibly my. recollection may be at 
fault. ; ; 


position as a Committee.-on this occasion. 
proposal regarding the Government offices was 
laid by me before His Excellency the Governor. 
He, not the Legislative Council, wished for the 
opinions of the members of the Public Works | 
Committee on that proposal, and he got them, 
being at the same time reminded of the fact, 
known to him aud everybody else in the colony, 
that The Hon. Mr. Belilios was the owner of 
Beaconsfield. No doubt the whole matter in 
allits bearings will be fullp discussed to-morrow. 
—Yonrs very truly, ; 
(Signed) R. D. Ormasy. 

Hongkong, 9th February, 1898. 

Dear Mr. Ormsby,—I duly received your let- 
ter of to-day in reply to mine of yesterday, from 
which I was much suzprised to learn that you 
have uo recollection of the Honourable the Trea- 
surer’s motion, seconded by Mr. Belilios, that 
my protest,and views be not recorded ‘on the 
minutes or in the report of the meeting of the 
Public Works Committee held ou 13th ulto., 
that you can therefore move no amendment to 
the report, and you add that if I am not mis- 
taken it is a pity I did not at the meeting see 
that the said motion was recorded. Permit me 
to remind you on the latter point that it was 
your duty and not mine to see that the said 
motion, and one of no small importance, was 
duly recorded. As to its having been made 
there is no doubt whatever and let me briefly 
repeat what occurred. 

So soon as Mr. Belilios seconded the Trea- 
surer's Motion that your scheme for new Go- 
vernment offices be adopted, I protested agains 
your allowing Mr. Belilios to vote he being di- 
rectly pecuniarily interested in the question be- 
fore the meeting as he is the owner and seller 
of Beaconsfield, the purchase of which was in- 
cluded in- your scheme. Notvithsta: dirg “my 
objection you allowed, I still think vicugly, 


the Treasurer's motion. was carried by a majority 
of one vote. I ‘thereupon gave notice of my 
protest, which I wished recorded in the minutes 
and report of the meeting, as a member voting 
on a question in which be was directly pecuni- 
arily interested is contrary to the practice of 
the House of Commons and May's Parliamen- 
tary Practice. The Treasurer then called for 
my authority and moved that my protest -be not 
corded on the minutes and be not forwarded 
to Government, which motion was seconded by 
Mr..Belilios. You then asked the views of the 
senior unofficial member, who explained the 
practice hitherto prevailing and expressed him- 
self in favour of my protest being recorded. 
You then ruled admitting my protest, but 
the Treasurer and Mr. Belilios .were still 
not satisfied and maintained that my pro- 
test should not be sent’ to Government 
:with the Committee's report, &c., unless 
I could quote anthorities and verse and chapter 
for my action. [The Treasurer further said 
that-my objection to Mr. Belilios voting should 
have been taken at an earlier time and he moved 
round and made asearch among the other books 
in frout of you, for May’s Parliamentary Prac- 
tice, which could not be found. , 

You say that I mistook and still mistake our 
position, on the said Committee, and that it was 
the Governor, and not the Legislative Council, 
who wished for the opinions of the members of 
the Public Works Committee. If our opinions 
were solely for His Excellency why not have 
forwarded to him a complete report, and why if 
it was not interested therein, lay an incomplete 
report of our meeting. before the Legislative 
Council at its meeting on 25th ulto.? 

It appears to me that you are under a mis- 
apprehension as to the position and the fune- 
tions of the Public Works Committee. Itisa 


-| Committee of the Council. Its duty is to ex- 


amine all projects submitted to it connected 
with your Department and to report to the 
Council ‘for its information. Its object is to 


prepare the work for the Council, save lengthy 


Mr. Belilios to vote, aud by means of his vote | 
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debates therein, and its reports. and: recommen- © 
dations are generally adopted by-the Council as - 
a.matter of course. If your view of the Public | 
Works Committee ix correct.I think-the sconer — 
it is abolished: the betfer- §*- ~© - ~~" . 
It somehow or other. did occur to me that the .— 
Treasurer's extraordidary motion in re my pro- 
test might chance to. be omitted from the. . 
minutes of our meeting of 13th ulto.; hence my: | 


etter of 20th idem to Mr. Chater before leav- 
-ing for the West River, a copy of which is 


embodied in ming to you yesterday.— Yours 
very truly, toe! 
7. AH. WaHitrxeap.. . 
Thea Hon. R. BD. Ormsby; Director of Public 


- Works, and Chairman of Public Works oaaes 


Committee. —_ z 
; . | February 15th, 1898, 
Dear Mr. Whitehead;—I am in receipt of. 
your second letter dated the 9th inst. regard- 
ing the last meeting of the Public Works Com- 
mittee and your protest. as Dy 
T have little to add to my former letter to you. 
I am almost positive that the voting on the - 
Treasurer's first motion took place before you ; - 
made your protest. a 
I understand now that the Treasurer did -— 
move afterwards that |your protest should not be 
recorded, and that this was seconded by Mr. 
Belilios, but as I did|not put that to the meef- 
ing, and as it was not voted on, I am still of | 
opinion that there was uo more reason for re- 
cording it than for recording all the conversa- 
tion that took place. The fact of my accepting 
and recording your protest, was practically ruling 
the Treasurer's motion as out of order.—Yours 
very truly, ; : 
(Signed) R. D. ORmssBy. 
Hongkong, 20th February, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Ormsby,;—I duly received your note 
of 15th inst’ in reply |to mine of 9th idem, from 
which I am sorry to pbserve you have little to 
add to your letter of 9th inst. although you now 
understand that the Treasurer did move that 
my protest against an Honourable Member 
voting on a question in which he was directly 
pecuniarily\interested should‘ not be recorded, 
that this motion was seconded by Mr. Belilios, 
but that as you did not put it to the meeting, 
and as‘ it was not yoted on, you are still: of 
opinion that there was no more reason for re- 
cording it than for recording fihe conversation 
which took place. - ae 
T must still submitifor your fonsideration that 
there is a very considerable erence between 
fecording the discussions and debates which take 
place at a meeting either of the Council or of s 
committee of Council, and recording the acts 
of the Council or Committee which embody the 
formal outcome of the conversations ard dis- 
cussions, It is not customary to record the one. 
It is the rule that the- other shonid be cntered 
on the minutes. Iam not asking you to put on 
paper the conversation between myself and the 
Honourable The Treasurer or yours with the 
Senior Unofficial Member, but I must again 
request you to amend the minutes by entering 
‘the formal motion duly made by the Treasurer 
and sétonded by Mr: Belilios, and also the fact 
that you over-ruled it and refused to put it to 
the meeting. I think I am entitled as-a mem- 
ber of the committee to have this done. I can- 
not understand why you should refuse to do so, 
and I suggest that before finally deciding you 
should consult the Honourable the Attorney- . 
General.— Yours very truly, 
i |. H. WaHitsHeEaD. 
The Hon. R. D. Ormsby, Director of Public 
Works, and Clisirman of Public Works - 
_ Committee. | ; Sec 
Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD, having read the . 
above correspondence, continued—I am corry, 
sir, to have had to make this motion, but I-feel 
that the omission| from the minutes is a 
matter involving a very important principle and 
that the minutes shquld be still amended. 
The CoLONIAL TREASURER—May I . have 
permission, sir, pro| forma to second that re-' 
solution? Otherwise I would have no op- 


portunity, and no one else would have an -. 


opportanity, of replying to the aspersions:cast . 
upon us. ; - 
Permission was given. ae 
The CoLoOnIAL TREASUREE—Sir, at 2 meet- 
ing of the Public Works Committee held on 
the 18th January mite year there was sub- 


mitted to the Committee by direction of H:B. 
the Governor a’ scheme relating td’ the “new. 


- 
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Government Offices put forward by the Hon. 
Director of Public Works. At-that meeting, 
after some amount cf discussion, I moved, and 
{he Hon. Mv. Belilios seconded, that the scheme 
of the Hou. Director of Public Works be ap- 
proved by the Committee and its adoption be re- 
commendéd to H.E. the Governor. It was not, sir, 
tillafter that resolution had been put and carried 
that anything was said by the-hon. member on 
my left (Mr. Whitehead) about a prolest.— 
(Hear, hear). When, sir, the hon. member 
wished to protest ugainst the Hon. Mr. Belilios 
being allowed to vote upon this motion I (uined 
him and asked him his grounds.- ,'I'he 
grounds, he stated, were that the Hon. Mr, 
Belilios was directly pecuniarily interested in the 
scheme und by parliamentary practice was not 
entitled to vote.* L cou'd not accept the ipse 
dizit-of the hon. member and I appealed to him 
to give me his authority and 1 also asked if he 
would asseut to an adjournment in order that 
we might have bis authority and discuss the 
protest before the protest: was accepted by the 
chairman, Sir, the hon. member had no feeling 
of selfisuspicion that perhaps he might be in 
the wrong nor did the twilight of doubt fall 
upon” his mind. To use a common expres- 
sion, be was absolutely cocksure he was 
right. Now, I am not such an old parlia- 
mentary hand as the hon. meinber and I felt 
that thongh he might be right I was entived 
to-know his authority and on what he based (Lat 
rotest. Thereupon I proposed and the Hon. 
r. Belilios seconded, that the. hoo. member's 
protest should not be centered on the records of 
the meeting. Now. sir, what was my reason? My 
reasou was plain enough. I had uo objection 
to any protest qua protest, but I had certainly 
a great objection to any protest which had uot 
been thoroughly discussed. I was not object. 


_ ing to any protest, but to a protest without: 
- the grounds being stated. It was thercfore 


question. of princi 


clearly not with a view to stifle discussion, 
but rather to opeu up discussion, that I 
moved that the protest be not recorded. ‘I hat, 
sir, I, think sufficiently disposes of the hen. 
member's private letter to the senior unbfiicial 
member in which he says it looked like an 
attempt to stifle discussion on an important 
ple. Now, sir, [ have tuken 

ou in that Lea toacertain point, and 
if I had hud the opportunity at that meeting of 
seeing the protest of the hon. member I should 
at once have fixed upon a weak spot in it—and 
there is a weak spot in it. 1] wish this Council 
and the public to know that this protest which 
appears upon the record was not a protest 


- handed in at that meeting, but handed in after- 


_the Governor. 


wards to the ‘Hon. Mr: Ormsby and which 1 re- 
ceived a copy of next day, and which I was nnable 
to reply to because it had been sent on to H.E. 
Subsequently I had an oppor- 
tunity of thinking over the matter. Had the 
hon. member given’ me an oppoitunity of 
examining his protest I should have argued in 
the first place that the subject having been 
referred to the Public Works Committee for 
their-opinion it would have been quite sufficient 
for the Chairman tu have simply reported 
H.E. the Governor what views were held with- 
out any formal motion having been made. If 
no motiou had been made there would have 
been no need to vote, and if no vote waS necess- 
ary there was no room for a protest against 
voting. In the next place I should Juve 
argued that May's Parliamentary Practice, in 
which rules are laid down that have been adopted 
to regulate to some extent the procedure in 
yoting whether in Council or Committee, conld 
not apply to a meeting’; which was called simply 
to express an opinion to H.E. the Governor on 
a subject referred to tham by him. My argu- 
ment.is that in order that “May's Practice” 
should apply it would be necessary that the 
Committee should be entertaining a s#ject re- 
ferred to it Ly the Council itself. (Hear, hear.) 
And, further, had it been ruled that voting 
should take place and that my argument that 
“May's Practice” did not apply was not 


‘applicable, I should further have urgued that 


/ 


_kasis whatever in that authority. 
protest in its elaborated form reads as follows :— 


as a fact-the protest of the hon. member hud Lo 
Now, sir, that 


‘CMr, Whitehead desired that his protest should 


“be recorded against the Hon. i. R- Bélilios, 


C.M.G., being permitted to ‘second and vote, the 


-- - hon. member being directly und pecumarily in- 
=~ terested: in the question under consideration, 


the question being that the Government should 
purchase ‘ Beaconsfield,’ a property owned by 
the said Mr. Belilios, and Mr. Whitehead fur- 
ther desired to refer, in support of this protest, 
to May's ‘ Parliamentary Practice,’ 9th edition, 
page 420, where the rule as to. Members of Par- 
liament is laid down in the plainest language. 
It reads—‘ In the Commous it is a distinot. rule 
that no member who has a direct pecuniary in- 
terest jn a question shall be allowed to vote 
upon it, but in order to operate as a disqualifi- 
cation this interest must be immediate and per- 
sonal and not merely of a general or remote 
character. On the 17th July, 1811, the rule 
was thus explained by Mfr. Speaker Abbott: 
this interest must be a direct pecuniary interest 
and separately belonging to the persons whose 
votes were questioned and not in common with 
the rest of His Majesty's subjects or on a 


matter of State policy.” Almost im- 
mediately succeeding this .extract, relied 
upon by the hon. member, I find these 


words :—‘‘No instance is to be found in the 
journals in which the vote of a member has 
been disallowed upon questions of public 
policy.” Now, sir, I take it the words “ state 
policy" ahd “ public policy’ are for the pur- 
pose of what is written in this book synonymous. 
Now, sir, what does that mean ? Undoubtedly 
a man directly pecuniarly interested in a motion 
may not vete upon it; but there are exceptions, 
and one of the exceptions is that he may vote 
provided it be a subject of state or public 


policy. It seems to me this clearly - is 
a matter of state policy, and therefore 
comes within the exception which is-con- 


tuined in the extract upon which the hon. 
member based his protest and which is the very 
justification of Mr. Belilios having voted. Now, 
why do I say this is a matter of state or-public 
policy ¥ You have a scheme referred to the Com- 
mittee by the first public officer of the colony, 
to wit, H E. the Governor; the scheme emanates 
from a high ;ublic officer, the Director 
Public Works; it involves the expenditure of 
public money and it involves the erection 
of public offices. I cannot see how that can be 
brought into any other category than that of 
state or public policy. .Is it a matter of private 
policy? There is no midway. I am sorry to 
have detained the Conncil so long and I much 
regret that I should have been brought to my 
legs by the attack of the hon. member. If. he 
had only assented to the reasonable request to 
give the members an opportunity to consider 
the basis of his protest it would have been un- 
necessary. 

The Direcron oF Pusiic Worxs-—-As 
chairman of that Committee I think a few words 
from me would not be out of place. I thought 
at the time and I still think that protest was 
uucalled for and unnecessary. I reluctantly 
included it inthe minutes, thinking the mover 
would be satisfied that it was recorded. Perhaps 
I would have acted better if I had not called for 
any voting on the question, and I can only 
pleaded my ignorance, not having had much to 
do with such matters before. I take it the 
members of the Public Works, Committee are 
selected on the ground of their ability to give 
good advice, and I do uot think any one would 
impute unworthy motives to my hon. friend 
on my left (Mr. Belilios) when he voted in 
favour of that- matter. I stated just now 
that the Hon. Mr. Belilios had no knowledge 
whatever that the purchase of Beaconsfield 
came into my scheme until the matter was 
referred -to the Public W«.ks Committee for 
their opinion. I now beg to repeat that most 
emphatically. My hon friend on my left in 
recording his opinion committed this Council 
to no action whatever. There was nothing 
involved in’ the vote beyond an expression of 
opinion to H.E. the Governor. 


Hon. E. RB. BELILIos—Sir, the reason I voted | 


in the Fublic Works Committee when this ques- 
tion was brought before us was not only because 
it came before me in my capacity as a member 
of that committee, but as my hon. ‘friend opposite 
(the Colonial.Treasuirc:) mentioned, it wes a 
matter of public policy, and as’ I am interested’ 
in public matters I voted on this motion. I 
would have relieved my friends: from discussing 
this matter had I known at all that my action 
came within what hasbeen quoted by the hon. 
member for the Chamber of Commerce. At that 
time I was under the impression that the 
matter was referred to us simply for our 


t 


! 5 ues 


opinion, We were not voting on a Bill. -—- 
If I had had the least idea that I was in aby 
way acting against any rules of parliamen- 
tary practice I would not have voted atall. T° 
simply voted bécause I; am interested in public 
matters, and I did so ‘independently of m 
position as a member! of the Public Works: 
Committee. 
His EXCELLENCY—Does any other member. 
wish to address the Council ? ae 
Hon. 'T. H. WHiTkHEAD—Sir, I will not — 
detain the Council very long.. The Public | 
Works Committee isi 1 Committee of this 
Council, and [ am ‘still of opinion that 
no member of that committee should vote - 
On aj} question in which he is pecuniarily in. 
terested, notwithstanding the further extract. 
we have just heard read from “May’s Parlia- . 
mentary Practice.” With regard to the protest, - 
I stated that it should! be sent in that night or 
next morning. We did not finish untillate. I: 
was not asked by any member to submit that 
protest toany one. Iwas asked by the Hon. . 
Treasurer not to send it in if I could not quote 
chapter und verse and the agthorities on which 
I gave notice of that protest. It did seem to- 
me a very unwarrantable action to move that 
my protest be not recorded, and notwithstand- 
ing the explanation I have heard from the 
Hon. Treasurer I still maintain I had 
reason for the protest. The reasons for my . 
proposing the present motion are embodied in 
the correspondence I have read, : 
Hon. C, P. Cuater—-Refo e the vote is: 
taken, being one of the members present at the 
meeting of the Committee I would like to say a- 
few words. ; . : 
The CoLontaL Secretary—I think tlie 
hon. member is out of order. The mover of the 
resolution has replied. ; 
His ExcELLENcy—Yes, I think you are ont: . 
of order, because I asked if any other member 
wished to speak, and a considerable time elapsed, - 
and ample opportunity was given. : 
Hon. C. P. Coater—I was only going to 
say a few words, but it does ndt matter. 
Tho vote was then taken andl all the members 
voted against the motion with the exception of 
the proposer. 
THE PRISON ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
. ORDINANCE, ; i 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the first - 
reading of a Bill entitled an. Ordinance te . 
further amend the Prison Ordinance, 1885. -° 
The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded. 
Bill read a first time, . = 
PREPARED OPIUM ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
ORDINANCE. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg to move . 
the first reading of a Bill entitled an’ Ordinance _ 
to amend the Prepared Opium (Divans) Ordin-. - °, 
ance, 1897. I shall ask hon. members toallowthe - 
standing orde~s to be suspended so that this Bill ° 
may be passed to-day; Itisa Rill on which IT - 
ani sure there will be not the slightest contro. . ~ 
versy aud as the New ‘Opium Farm commences, 
on the Ist March it is necessary that the Bill 
be passed to-day. - : 4 ; 
The COLONIAL SEGRETARY seconded. 
The Bill was read al first time, and ‘the stand-- - 
ing orders being suspended, passed through its 
remaining stages 
: NATURALIZATION, ate 
. A Billentitled an‘Ordinance for the Natural- 
ization of Leung P'ni Chi, alias Leung Chak 
Ch‘ang, alias Leung Chung, was read a first 
time. : vas 
A Bill entitled an Ordinance for the Natural. 
ization of Wong Chuk-yau, alias Wong Mau, | 
alias Wong Sun-in, was read a second time and 
passed through its remaining stages.. 
; THI: BRIBERY ORDINANCE, 


A ‘Bill entitled an Ordinance for the more - 

effectual Punishment of Bribery and certain _. 

other Misdemeanours was read a second timeand. _.. 

passed through its remaining stages, E, Ee 
THE JURY LIST. 

The Council then proceeded: to consider 

Jury List with closed doors. 


Major Sir John Catrington wishes it known 
to all rauks of both junits of the Hongkong 
Volunteer Corps that the sum of $150 has.:. 
heen given by Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving, MrT... -: 
Jackson, und himself, for prizes for the 7-porn- .. - 
der R.M.L. and Machine Gun competitions. ~~ _ 
this season. ne Rees ene 
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“SUPREME COURT. ~ 
~ a 
e & 19th February: 


CRIMINAL Seacate 


Berore Srp JoHn CARRINGTON (CuizF 
J ‘UBTICE,) a 


_ GOBHAM ¥, BENJAMIN, KELLY, AND POTTS. 


- The hearing of this case .was resumed. The 
plaintiff claims (1) that- an account may be 
taken of all sales and purchases of shares by the 
defendants for the plaintiff as his brokers, and 
of all monies received and paid by the defen- 
dants for or on account of the plaintiff from 
the Ist April, 1896, to 15th March, 1897, and 
(2) that the defendants nay be ordered to pay 
to the plaintiff such amounts, if any, as upon 
the taking of such account ahall-be found to be 
due from the defendants -to the plaintiff with 


. interest on the severed amounts from the dates 


when the same became reapectively due and 


_ payable.” 


Mr. J. J. Francis, Q.C., and Mr. M. W. 
‘Slade (instructed by Messrs Wilkinson and 
Grist) appeared for the plaintiff and Mr. W. V. 
Drummond and Mr. H, E. Pollock (instructed 
by~ Messrs. Johnson, Stokes, and Master ap- 
peared for the defendants. 

The special jurors were— Messrs. N. A. Siebs, 
H: H. Kirch, J. Andrew, G. C. Anderson, J 
Thurburn, H: N. Mody, and W. Poate. 

Mr. N. B. Polishwalla was called. He said 
he was a cotton and yaén broker and had been 
in basiness in-the colony upwards of twenty 
years. He was not a sharebroker. He had 
speculated in shares since he came to the colony. 
He commenced in a small way, but for the last 
few years he had done a large share business. 
Hoe had done business with members of the 
defendant firm for the last fifteen years. 
Bince 1895 he had. done most of his 
business with this firm. - He was in the 
habit of seeing Mr. Kelly twica a day 
since October, - 1895, -except when - he was 
absent from the colony or when witness was. 
sick, When Mr. ‘Kelly informed him of a- 
transaction he always accepted it, and some- 
times gave him. special instractions dbout the 
stock. In October, November, and December, 
1895, witness gave him a margin of $11,000, 
giving the firm shares to that amount to enable 
them to get money from the Bank. He pro- 


. duced three orders to the Bank to receive shares 


from Messrs. Benjamin, Kelly, and Potts and 
to pay them money. Orie order was for $2,000, 
the second for $7,500, and the third for $1 ‘300. 
In April, 1896, he intended to do a larger 
business and Mr. Benjan iu said, “ You must 
Witness gave the 
firm about $31,000 worth of shares, and they 
paid $19, 000 into the Bank and kept $12, 000 ‘a’ 
margin. He hada counterfoil of the orders and 


‘the Bank’s account of the shares so given. 


- Bince April, 1896, he had not been called upon 


to supply a margin, as since that time the de- 


. '-~fendants had always had a margin in their 


: hands to his credit. “When dealing with other 
brokers they have given hima memorandum with 
cash - transactions and a contract with time 
transactions. He had had time contracts with 


_ the plaintiff. He produced documents showing 


transactions with other brokers—almost all the 
brokers in Hongkong. He did a large business 


' with the. defendants in 1896, and at the end of 


every month they gave him a settlement account 
of time contracts aud at the. middle of every 
month an account of the cash transactions for 


~the previous month. They gave him a memo of 


transactions every day. The balance at the end 
of May; 1896,.was $65,945.94 against him 
Against that amount the defendants, held 
shares which were set ont at the foot of° 


~thé account. That was the conrse of the 


business between the defendants and himself, 
He received the accounts regularly every mouth 
and chequed them over. ._ The May account 


wished to prove that that was not the ¢ case, and. 
that Polishwalla had dealt largel in sbares not 
only with the defendants but with other brokers 
in the colony, 

Mr. Drummond replied that he was bound .to 
put in the documents if ne admission was made 
by the other side. 

These documents as well as many more were 
handed round to the Judge, the counsel, and 
the jury, and consider able time was oceniped in 
examining them. 

One bundle of accounts was handed to this 
Lordship, who, ‘after looking at them, said, 
“ Gentlemen, do you wish to see these ?” 

ae jury with one voice replied “No, my 

or 

His Lordship—Perhaps you would like to 
look at the January account? 

The jury (as loud and unanimous as before) 

—No, my Lord. 

Accounts relating to transactions between 
defendants and witness were afterwards 
passed round to the jury, and after ex. 
amining them they intinvated that they were 
not satisfied with them. The balance of the 
Juné account did not tally with the balance 
carried forward to the July account. 

Mr. Francis said he would get that point out 
in cross-examination. ; 


21st February. 


Mr. N. B, Polishwalla’s examination-in-chief 
was continued. Witness-said that the balance 
owing by him in the firm's April (1896) account 
was $65,945.96 ; in the May acc: unt, which did 
not include the balance carried forward from 
April, the debit balance was $38,380.60, The 


May was $104,326.56. There was no balance 
carried forward to the June account. The 
balance owing to the firm on the June account 
was $42,456.98 ; 80 that the total debit balance 
for April, May, aud June was $146,783.54. 


Mr. Drummond said that this was the system 
—it might be good or bad—of supplying the 
accounts, No balance was carried forward until 
the end of each quarter, when the total balance 
was put into the first month of the next quarter. 

Witness went on to say that. at the end of 
July the sum due by him was £17 4,850.54. that 
being the total balance for the previcus four 
months. .The balance due at the end of August 
was $231,166.19, or-a total of $406,016.73 for 
the previous five months. No balance was 
carried forward to the September accdunt, which 
showed a balance due to witness of $13,805,238, 
so that at the end of September ha owed the 
firm $392,211.50. In the October account this 
last item was carried forward, and: the total 
balance against him at the end of the month 
was $457,858.27. No balance was carried for- 
ward to the November account, which showed a 
balance in his favour of $9,893.27, so that the 
total balance due by him at the end of that 
month was $447,965, The total baldnce due by 
him at the end of December was $557,248.06 for 
nine months’ business. No balance yras carried 
forward tothe January account. Witness pointed 
thisoutto Mr. Van Neirop, the firm's accountant, 
and he promised to carry the balance forward in 
the next account. The Jannary account showed 
a balance due by him of $79,480, making a total 
balance of $636,728.06. The February account 
showed a balance in his favour of | $67,658.82, 
and the March account: a balance against him 
of $95,901.23. ‘The total balance due by him 
for the twelve months’ transactions | was | there- 
fore $664,978.47. This balance was carried 
forward to his debit in the April account, as 
was promised by Mr. Van Neirop. | The latest 
account furnished to witness was up'to the 31st 
Deeember, 1897, when the total balance due 
from him’ to the: defendants was $167,265.24. 
Against that amount defendants held shares 
the value of which would exceed the balance by 
about $30, 000 or $40,000. The shares were 110 
Straits; 50 Unions; ; 188 Balmorals; 506 


showed that he owed the dstendinta” $4,683.50 Cements (new); 200 Cements (old); 675 Sugars; 
on time transactions, and against this amount* 200) Luzons ; 600 Steamboats ; 220 Indos; 155 


the defendants held 350 Panjom shares. 
Mr. Drummond was about to put in a-number 
of: accounts showing transactions with other 


' brokers,.but his Lordship thought. it was not 
" ecessary to.do so. 


- Mr, Drammond said the plaintiff's allegation 


Wes: ist: Polishwalls was a dummy, and he 


Nationals; 200 ‘Hotels; 100 Wharves; 61 Raubs. 
Witness then referred to the purchase of oe 
Indo-China shares on the 6th November. 


replied that the shares were likely to go down 
and told Mr. Kelly to sell them without loss, if 
possible. Later in the afternoon. Mr. Kelly 


Potts was started. -It was abont March and 


total amount of the-debit balance for April and. 


| the 100 Indo-Chinas for $40 and sold them for 


Kelly-told him of the purchase at $40 and shes 


_[ebruary 2¢ 26, 1898. 


| said he had been able | place o: only 100 100 at $40. SOT: 
and he wonld try his best to place the others on’ 
the following day, which he dia at the same rate... 
Mr. Kelly o arged witness quarter brokerage 7 
on the 150: shaves’! instead of half brokerage, so. . 
that witness did not lose anything. .He had no 
partner in his business, nor had he any interest - 
at all in the defendants’ business. He speci. 
lated entirely at his own risk. He had never ~ 
lent them the nse of his name in connection with ~ 
their business in any way. aby 
Cross-examined by Mr. Francis— Witness ‘ys Se 
had dealt with Benjamin and Kelly shout ten. 
years before the firm of Bonjamin, Kelly, and 


April, 1895, when he gave Mr. Kelly general - 
authority to buy and sell shares ‘for him:* 
Witness did not recollect how much he owed ‘ 
Benjamin and Kelly at that time. He did ‘not 
know in what Bank all the shares they held 
were deposited. He had not paid cash for any .. 
losses ; they had all been debited in the monthly 
account. His- -yarn broking business occupied 
him from 9 o’clock in the morning tntil 5 o'clock. 
in the afternoon every day, and he did his share: 
business at odd imtervals. He suffered very © 
heavy losses in 1891, but he paid all his liabilities 
at the time. When he gave instructions for ~~ 
the sale of 150 Indo-Chinas he held 100 more of ° 
those shares, buthe thought they were sold shead,. ° 
The defendants always charged him interest at 
the rate of 6 per cent., bnthe never checked it in’ 
the accounts, as he relied upon the accountant. -. . 
They charged him _half brokerage sometimes 
becanse ‘it was their pleasure;” if they had - 
always charged full brokerage he would have Ait 
allowed it; sometimes they charged him 4 
double brokerage. Hekept hiscurrent account ~ - a 
in the Bank of Chinaland Japan. 
By his Lordship— Witness had not had any 
definite settlements of accounts with the defen- 
dants, but he intended to have a settlement this 
year as he was going 'to Bombay. He bought © 


- 


$40.75; but he did not make anything out of 
them. 

Mr. Harry, Wicking was called with the | 
object of proving that he had had no dispnte with 
the defendants respecting a transaction in. . 
Olivers, but his_ Lordship thought ‘that Mr. 
Drummond might rest contented with the 
denial of Mr. Potts, _ His Lordship would tell 
vze jury that that was éntirely a collateral 
issue. Mr. Wicking therefore left the box. . 
Mr. Van Neirop, book-keeper in the employ- — 
ment of the defendant firm, was tendered as a . 
witness for the other side, bat Mr. Francis ~~ 
asked him no questions. 

Mr. GC. 8. Sharp, of the firm of Messrs Gibb, 
Livingston, and Co., spoke to a transaction in 
shares with the defendants. in Febrnary, 1897, . 
He agreed to sell at $1873 and the price in the _ 
memorandum was $187. He went “to the 
defendants for an explanation, and they said 
that the price agreed upon carried double . 
brokerage. He was datistied with the explana- 
tion, as he had momentarily Tergotten that ‘he 
had consented to pay double brokerage because 
the shares were sold to a broker... 

Mr. E. 8S. Kelly, sharebroker, also gave 
evidence of a transaction in which double — ., 
brokerage was allowed by Mr. M. S. Sassoon. 

In answer to Mr. Francis the witness said 
the Stock Exchange rules did not affect the 
charging of double brokerage. 

Mr. M. 8S. Sassoon corroborated the last wit. 
ness's evidence. 1 = 
Mr. Drummond here intimated that Mr. “a 

Benjamin was the only remaining witness, but _ 

he was ill in bed and perhaps. it would be con-. 
venient for the Court to adjourn until Wednes-: 
day, when Mr. Benjamin would doubtiass: be 
well enough to attend. 

His Lordship granted the epplication. 


23rd | 


ebruary. 


Mr, Drummond wal he was sorry is Bay- that” 2 8 
. Mr. Benjamin iced unable to attend. Dr. * 


' Rennie had furnished a certificate stating that 
in his dpinion Mr, Benjamin was-not sufficiently ~~ 
well at attend the Court. “Counsel: ‘regretted ~ « 
‘that he conld not therefore call Mr.- Benjamin. 
He would like to have called all three: ‘defend 
ante inthe case, and Mr. Benjamin would” have ™ 
been glad to do his » but:as that-was*im-' 
= owing. to cirgametances over. which 


Februsry 26, 1898. . 


had no control counsel would dispense with the 
evidence and sum up the case to the jary. 

aes Mr. Drummond then proceeded with his ad- 
ioe dress to the jury. He said he proposed to run 
Pes through the evidence ag briefly as possible, to 
Bo touch -here and there upon some points which 
_ - appeared to haye some ‘imp ortance in regard to 

the issues at stake, and to make some general 


7 " observations in regard.to the whole case. Counsel 


2s submitted that the only question which the jury 

would have to decide was, Were the defendants 
aa guilty of fraud in respect of the three items or 
> - any one of them? He first of all referred 


to the fact that the plaintiff had some time ago: 


~ coasalted Mr. Johnson, but as a matter of fact 
Mr. Master was not aware of that until just be- 
‘fore the casa came into Court. 
His Lordship said he did not think it was 
ee ‘suggested that Mr. Master had improperly kept 
7 - that fact back. 2s 
: “.. Mr. Francis replied that (here was no sug: 
@estion whatever of any improper conduct on 
‘;the part of Mr. Master. 
* Myr. Drummond then referred to the state- 
ment that plaintiffhad been laying traps for the 
defendants, Did the jury think that such con- 
- duct was at all reasonable? ‘he plaintiff had 
~gaid that he told nobody that he suspected the 
defendants of fraud, bnt-that statement was 
- flatly contradicted by his witness Perry. Was. 
the fact that plaintiff had entered into a share 
_ contract with the defeudants in November which 
did not conclude until February, thns putting 
ea himself xt their mercy. cousistent with his state- 
ment thyt he suspe-ted the defendants’ One 
remarkable thing which struck conusel occur- 
red s:veral times during tha case. Many 
Ss documents which were put in, even those 
: which had litle bearing oa the ease, were 
examined with microscopic care. Entries in 
the books were submitted to a microscope and 
an endeavour was made to decipher what cer- 
tain figures ‘could possibly be, indicating that 
the plaintiff suspected defendants of psrjury 
aud forgery as well as fraud. At any rate, if 
that was not the meaning there was no meaning 
at all. Was it fair and reasonable to attempt 
to keap on grinding suspicion in the minds of 
the jury by the aid of a microscopa'in order to 
ascertain whether a certai1 figure meant some- 
thing elss? Counsel then referred t> the fact. 
that plaintiff bad dono a large volame of busi- 
ness with the dofondants and was yet able to 
bring forward only three items; Counsel for the 
‘plaintiff had questioned Mr. Potts respecting a 
" previous case he was concerned in. Wus if a 
fair and reasonable course for the plaintiff or 
2 those acting for him to rake up old cases—gut- 
ter garbage—to endeavour to prejudice the 
jury's minds ‘against the defendants? The 
same couise was adopted in regard to two wit- 
- nesses. That was not ouly for the purpose 
of enddavouring to throw a cloud of guspi- 
cion inj the jury's minds ubout the witnesses 
in refetence-to old stories and previous trans- 
actions: in which they were concerned, but 
it was one of the arts of advocacy which, he 
hoped, would not commend itself to the jurv. 
. The jury knew perfectly well that if they were 
put intoj the box and some old story was brought 
against them and an endeavour made to put it in 
‘the woust possible light, they would be angry 
and thrpwn off their balanze'for the moment. 
That whs the course of procedure adopted by 
: the plaintiif’s cotnsel. Mr. Potts was thrown 
off his balance and put in an irritated state of 
‘mind af the' commencement of his cross-ex- 
amination so that he would not be so clear-headed 
as usual; Was it in human nature to be cool 
under stich circumstances, and was the course 
of procedure fair? It had bean suggested 
that Mr. Polishwalla had some interest in the 
defendant's firm—that he was.a dummy. and 
there could. be no doubt that that suggestion 
was made with the object of prejudicing the 


Le 5 


it was most improper for the counsel for the 
plaintiff to ask My, Potts the questions whether 
considerable astonishment was not expressed 
when ha joined the tirm of Benjamin and Kelly, 
and whether Benjamin nnd Kelly were a re- 
putable firm. Mr. Kelly had also been asked if 
he was an Irishman, if his father’s: name was 
Kelly, and wliero he came from. Those 
questions did no harm, but were they fair ? 
Would the jury like to be asked such questions Y 
But that was a significant instance of the way 


in which the case 4ad been conducted. The 
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case Was a very nasty one, involving charges of 
fraud, and it had beon conducted in a nasty 
manner. Counsel contended that it had been 
clearly proved by the evidence that Polishwalla 
was & bonéi fide independent speculator on his 
own account and was not in any sense of the 
wordadummy. Hoe had done a large business 
not only with the defondgnts but with other 
brokers. His accounts were plain and con-' 
sistent, and although the system of book-keeping 
was not very brilliant the books gave avery 
information and were straightforward and 
honest. In regard to the transaction in Indo- 
Chinas Mr. Polishwalla had given a perfectly 
truthful statement. His lordship asked him if 
be bought shares at.$£0 and sold them at $40.75- 
would he not make a profit, and his reply 


was “ No.” The explanation of that was very 
simple and was contained in the word 
“Brokerage.” He bought the shares at $40 


and paid a brokerage of 50 cents; that made 


ati $40. On the afternodn of Saturday he heard 


something’ from Mr. Pérry which gate rise to. | 


his suspicions and on the. following Monday 
he verified the fact that the shares sold by 
Benjamin, Kelly, & Potts to Mr. Perry ‘wera 
identically tho same as those delivered. to Mr. 
Potts. ‘The answer that was seé up was 


that there was an intermediate sale. 


bona fide intermediate sale the plaintiff's case 


fell to the ground. SButjit was the defendants 


who .sét up that there was an intermediate sale 
and 'tiwas for them tq prove it. It was for 
them to éstablish not jonly the intermediate 
sale, bt to show to the jury's satisfaction that 
it was a bona fide one. | A mere nominal gala 
would mot be sufficient! ‘They had admitted 
that the account rendered was’ at $40 a share. 


By their pleadings in defence they alleged what 


they had not proved, that they never sold these 


M50 


Of: 


course counsel admitted! that if thera was a_ 


“jury's mind. Counsel further submitted that ; 


$40.50 actual cost. 


$41.  Thorefore the cost of the shares, 
together with the buying and selling bro- 
kerage, was $841. If he sold them at $40.75 
it was obvious that he must have wade a 
loss. he witnesses for the defendants had 
proved that the practice of double broker- 
‘age, although perhaps not frequent, oc- 
e:sionally occurred. It occurred where there 
was a broker on the other side’ or where 
the price of the shares was particularly good. 
The first charge was built up on the allegation 
that Mr. Polishwalla was a dummy. If Mr, 
Polishwalla had satisfied the jury ‘that he was 
not.a dummy uo other oxplanation was needed, 
The second and third charges depended upon 
whether the plaintiff agreed to double brokerage 
atall. A charge of fraud must not be hinted. 
suggested, or insinuated; it must be proved, 
and lawyers had a peculiar saying that a charge 
of frand must be proved “up to the hilt.” The 
charye was of the most serious possible nature to 
make in regard to businoss men, and it was not 
tight toask the jury toinfer that the charge 
Was true; it was for the plaintiff to prove it was 
true, Had he done so? ‘Phat was the question 
the jury would have to answer at the end of 
the ease. Plaintiff had been flatly contradicted 
by two wituesses as against one, aud he had beeu 
contradicted by his own courss of conduct, 
Which spoke stronger perhaps than any witness 
could speak. If he did lay traps le had put 
his own conduct in a very unpleaswt light, 
and he gave that as sqme sort of explanatiou 
of his long delay, Bub Atel: explanation was 
not one which would commend itself as a 
truthful one. He was charging the defendants 
with a most grave offence and one which would 
ruin them if it was proved. 
“Who steals my. purse, steals trash ; ’tis something, 
nothing ; , 
“Twas mine, ’tis his,‘and has been slave to thousands. 
“ But he that filehes from me my good name, 
“ Robs me of that which not enriches hita, 
“ And makes me :poor indeed.” 
Counsel hoped the jury would remember those 
noble words of Shakespeare, for they conveyed 
a truthful moral in this case. He asked the 
jury to give the defendants a verdict of acquittal 
of the grave charges brought against them. 
After luncheon Mir. Francis addressed the 
jary on behalf of the plaintiff. He said that. 
subject to His Lordship’s ruling on the subject 
he had again to call the jury’s attention to the 
fact that the questions on which they had to 
make up their minds were-the two questions 
which he had spoken very clearly about at the 
opening of the case.’ They were questions of 
fact and the jury were judges of the facts, 
The plaintiff alleged. with reference to the 100 
Indo-Chinas that they were reported to him 
; and acconuted for to him and paid for to him 
‘as having been sold at S40 a share. The 
| evidence which supported that charge was that 
, these shares were sold on the same day at S41. 
‘On the face of the evidence-he had put before 
| them the plaintiff was perfectly justified in say- 
‘ing that. They would remember that Mr. Potts 
(and Mr. Perry said that there was, at that time. 
/no market for that partienlar kind of shares. 
; Mr. Potts emphasized that be had inetructions 
some time before that to get rid of Indo-China 
; Shares for Mr. Gorham and that ha had no 
; buyers, and also that he’ was instructed that 
morning aud again b.id that he had_no buyers. 
On the next day he was told that they were sold 


zz 


He sold them again and 
paid another brokerage of half a dollar, making 


shares at $41 on that day. 
was not whether ey was error, mistake, 
fraud, carelessness, or inadvertence, or anything 
of that sort, but whether there was. a bora Jide 
intermediate sale on that day. If there was, 


The question now- 


as that. was concerned. The defendants at the 
commencement of the pie oxpicitly -denied 
that they had sold thesé shares eithér on the 
6th or any other day at $41. He called their 
attention to this point! because it was very 
important for them ‘to consider whether there 
had been a change of attitude on the part of 
the defendants in regard'to this transaction. 
His Lordship pointed out that what -was pro- 
bably meant was that the 
were not sold at $41. | t: 
Mr. Francis replied that possibly that was 
so. Even supposing it was so the defendants 
in their answer ought to lave said that the 
shares were subseqnently' sold by Polishwalla to 
Kelly at $41. He would: ask his Lordship to 
put a question to the jury asking whether there 
was a bona fide intermediate sale on that day, 
The consequence of the findings of the jury was 
® question for the Court. In regard to the 
second and third charges he put it that the 
question was whether hes point of fact. the. 
plaintiff had agreed to pdy double brokerage. 
His Lordship intimated that he had already 
framed the question for the jury in that way.. 
Mr. Francis, continuing, urged upon the jary. 
the fact that they were.not bound to form any 
opinion for themselves’ as to whether there 


was deliberate fraud or not. There were 
many things which in the view. of .a 
court of equity constituted legal fraud. 


which did not necessarily constitute moral | 
or deliberate fraud. . The case for the plain- 

tiff was, he submitted, very simple and very. 
Straightforward. Counsel then referred at con- 

siderable length to the evidence bearing directly, 
on the transactions and! contended (hat every-. 
thing proved that the plaintiif was perfectly. 
justified in entertainiug suspicion of the defen- 

dants. He submitted that the statement by. 
Mr. Potts that plaintiff had agreed to.pay double. 
brokerage was untrue. ‘!hat matter rested: 
entirely between Mr. Potts and the plaintiff. 
The plaintiff positively denied that any; 
statements were made with regard to the; 
state of the market and he denied that he 
agreed to pay double brokerage. Mr. Potts 
asserted that double brokerage was agreed to. 

The jury had unfortunately to believe one of- 
those two statements. .Mr. Gorham had the 


matter vividly -before his mind in Novem. - 
‘ber and he made an jentry of the trans- 


action in his diary, | while Mr. Potts 
could have had no idea| that this case was. 
coming on and he 4 to rely entirely: on 
his memory in regard to f 

.tion, which was one of many he had put through. 
‘But Mr. Gorham was clear and positive that no. 
‘such agreement was made. It was undoubtedly 
® very serious charge against the defendants, 
and naturally they had|defended themselves 
very vigorously, and considering this the jury 
would say whether they were or were not likely. 


to be a little reckless in their statements. It’ 
was hopelessly absurd to. suppose that Gorham. ° 


agreed to pay double brokerage. ‘The jury. must 


not forget that if Gorham did agree to pay: | 
transactions: . . 
and then came into court- and madé -this 
ar bigger. scoundrel - 


donble brokerage on-these two 


claim he would be a 
than Banjamin, Kelly, and -Potts all’ pat .toe-: 


gether: his guilt would be far greater than any 


there was an end of Mr.jGorham’s case as far - 


plaintiff's shares - 


his particular transac- 


eae 


as 


75 ae 
spall? tak ST ia 
a 


ih 


moe at n rerere yy i eee eptis ay 
ae: atl a Petal 
2 stata meine nat waa gan hang hegre finn tae weeceg a oigcaigeerteeri oes 
; rf oa 


=f 
5 
4 
i 
4 
H 
ye 
+ 
qt 
He. 
{ 
i 
$ 
t. 
} 


ERREENUT INSECT ee vrs 


146 
guilt which could be attributable to Benjamin, 
Kelly, and Potts, because really if was a. more 


serious matter to Gorham than to Benjamin, 
Kelly, and Potts. The charge made against 


. the plaintiff was that be had deliberately and 


out of hatred for Mr. Potts concocted the whole 
of this story from beginning to end; that he 
never laid any traps; that he never made the 
entries in his diary at that time; that the whole 
of the case was the result of a vindictive feel- 
ing against Mr. Potts; that it was brought for 
the purpose of ruining the defendants; and 
that the charges were verified by committing 
perjury.: If the charge made by his learned 
friend was true Gorham must have acted with 
the greatest malice. The case was equally as 
important to the plaintiff as to the iefoudaats, 
Asa matter of fact their sympathy might go to 
- Mr. Potts, personally: well known to most of 
‘them; but it was nota question of sympathy; 
it was a question of pure, simple business. 
Referring to the transactions between the 
parties: counsel pointed ‘out that the onlyim- 
- portant transactions between November and 
March were those in Banks, and they were 
the mere continuation of contracts in force in 
September, when no suspicion whatever was 
entertained. The cash transactions were ex- 
tremely few. He submitted that Mr. Gorham’s 
case, as presented by himself iu the witness box, 
was simple, clear, and straightforward, and 
_was supported by the evidence of Mr. Perry 
Sand Mr. Master. In reference to the manner 


__d_of entering the sale of the shares to Polish- 


walla and to his friend Monshi counsel sug- 
_ gested that they were made in that particular 
. form for the purpose of concealing the fact 
from anyone who might: have to look at that 
“book that it was .a mere nominal trans- 
action. 75 of Gorham’s shares were en- 
tered as having been sold to Polishwwalla, 
“and 25 were entered as having been sold 
to his friend—the name being left a blank, 
alfhough the name must have been known. 
What an absurd farce! What an intensely 
ridiculous statement for a man to. commit 
himself to, that a blank had to be left for 
the name of the friend! They had heard of no 
other friend but Mr. Monshi, of Bombay, and 
thet name wes known to Mr. Potts and Mr. 
Kelly. If Polishwalla was an ordinary, regular, 
sound, honest, independent constituent of the 
firm why was he not charged double brokerage 
the same as anybody else? It was periectly 
‘probable that Polishwalla was made use 
‘of by Benjamin, Kelly, and Potts for the 
purpose of such transactions as the present one 
go as to allow the firm to get double or quadruple 
brokerage out of the transaction. It was un- 
necessary for counsel to say that Polishwalla was 
absdlutely and entirely a figurehead, 1 dummy, 
for Benjamin, Kelly, and Potts, that he was at 
that time in such a position that they could 
make use of him as they pleased, and that he 
could not have opened his month. He never 
had a-settlement, never closed the accounts, 
and never received a red cent from them. The 


question for the jury was not whether Polish-’ 


walla was: wholly and entirely a dummy in their 
hands, but whether he wasa mere instrument te 
enable them on most transactions to make dauble 
brokerage which otherwise they could not make. 
Mr. Gorham had entered in his diary that it 
was Kelly who called on him about the Indo- 
China shares. Potts said it was he. There 
were very strong reasons why he should say so. 
If Kelly had admitted having received the in- 
structions it would have been useless for the 
‘defendants to set up the story about the sale 
to Polishwalla, as Kelly could have concluded 
the transaction at $40 to Polishwalla there 
and then. Mr. Drummond had said that 
counsel was very unfair to Mr. Potts in cross- 
examination. Would his friend not deal with a 
hostile witness in the same way? He was quite 
justified in calling attention to what Mr. Potts 
had dorie in the past. The jury found that Mr. 
“Potts had combined with others to improperly 
raise the price of shares in which he was dealing. 
"He was flatly contradicted in his evidence and 
the judge asked the jury to take the other evi- 
dence in preference to that of Mr. Potts, 
. which . they did? It was a common 
_practice for a witness to: go into the wit- 


- ness-fox completely primed with the story he. 


was going to tell. The course adoptéd by 
~counsel pat the: witness off his guard, aud he 
- suggested that that.was the effect on Mr. Potts, 


‘you got to say about it?” 
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who had not quite recovered his coolness and 
collectedness when asked with reference to 
the entries and blurted out the truth 
that they were entered before tiffin. 
Counsel further argued that the method adopted 
by the defendants in their transactions with 
Polishwalts put them in a position to effectuate 
a fraud when they thought fit; for the jury had 
to bear in mind the fact that the books were 
habitually falsified and that the actnal buying 
and selling price was not entered. This was 
not a matter of'sentiment. The quotation from 
Shakespeare made by his friend was a very 
pathetic appeal to the jury’s feelings, but there 
was no question here of filching. Mr. Gorham 
was not even seeking to recover damages, he 
was simply asking the jury to give him a 
statement of the transactions put throngh 
for him, showing the name of the buyer and 
purchaser, so that he might go round and verify 
the accounts. Counsel asked the jury to do 
justice and. however much they might sympa- 
thise with Mr. Potts and the difficult position in 
which he was placed, to consider the question of 
fact wholly and entirely irrespective of the 
effect to either party that might follow the 
verdict. -, - 

His Lordship commenced his summing up at 
4.45. He congratulated the jury on having 
at length arrived at the conclusion of 
the case. The case had lasted a long time, but 
considering the importance of the issues in- 
volved he did not think it had lasted too long. 
The issues were important from the point of 
view of the plaintiff, because if the verdict was 
in favour of the defendants’ if involved 
the position that he had formulated a very 
grave charge against them without foundation, 
and he would also be saddled with a heavy bill 
of costs. Then again, if- the verdict was for 
the plaintiff it involved conduct which, broadly 
speaking, was fraud on the. part of the 
defendants. “It was always important 
to notice the manner, the demeanour, and the 
temper of a witmess in the box. By observa. 
tion of those points a right estimation was 
arrived at of the truthfulness or otherwise of a 
witness. The plaintitf certainly did strike one 
as teing deficient in memory. He very fre- 
quently used such terms as “I don't recollect,” 
“T don’t remember,” ‘So faras I can recol- 
lect,’ and qualifying words of that descrip- 
tion. When-a man frequently used words of 
that kind if, was due probably to. one of 
two causes, either that his memory was really 
defective or he did not like to commit himself 
aud wanted to be as general as be could. It 
was for the jury to say to which of these causes 
they ascribed the action of the plaintiff. The 
plaintiff's counsel had admitted that the con- 
duct of the plaintiff was not pleasant from a 
moral point of view and that it might create 
repulsion against the plaintiff. One must 
think that the plaintiff did not go about the 
business’ in a way that a straightforward- 
minded map would do. It seemed to his Lord- 
ship that when the transaction about Indo- 
Chinas was presented to the plaintiff's mind on 
the 7th November, 1896, the right course would 
have been to go to the defendants and say to 
them, “} have heard so and so, and I don’t 
understand ‘it. It looks strange; what have 
However, the 
plaintiff did not do that. According to his 
own statement he kept the matter secret and 
endeavoured to trap the defendants in other 
transactions.’ His Lordship did not know 
whether that appealed to the jury’s feel- 
ings of loyalty and of honourable: conduct. 
But as the plaintiff’s counsel had said, that 
conduct could not effect the bearing of the case. 
At the same time, where the jury had a point 
on which they had to rely upon a man’s straight- 
forward conduct, action of that kind might 
affect them. _When a man set himself to play 
the part of aii amateur detective as the plaintiff 
had done in this ease, he was perbaps a little apt 
to make things fit in with the view he had taken 
up. ‘Therefore the jury had to consider whether 
the plaintiff, having undoubtedly gota suspicion 
in his mind and having laid a plan of campaign 
to follow it up, had or had not strained,the facts 
so as to suit the campaign that he was pursuing. 
Then of course the. jury had to consider the 
position of tHe defendants. Broadly speaking, 
the plaintiff charged them with dishonest con- 
juct in their dealings with him, and if that was 
true it would very materially aifect the estima- 


‘counsel in regard to any of the witnesses. 


‘be quite familiar with them. 
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tion in which they would be held by ‘the mer- 


cantile community in Hongkong, so that it was 
a matter-of very serious import to their repnta- — 
tion and standing. Speaking of. the remark 
made by Mr. Drummond respecting the oross- 
examination of the witnesses, his! Lordshi 
did not think that Mr. Francis ‘had: 
axceeded the right of cross-examining 
His 
Lordship then briefly dealt with the facts of the 
case and put to the jury the following ques- 
tion :— Was the transaction involved in the sale - 


of 100 Indo-China shares on the plaintiff's ae-. 


count to Mr. Polishwalla and the re-sale of the 


‘game shares on Mr. Polishwalla’s account on the 
6th November, 1896, a bona-fide one; or was it - 


fictitions. and done with the view of securing 
additional gain to the defendants ? ‘Ifthe jury - 
thought that Polishwalla was a mere creature 
of the defendants—a mere dammy in their 
hands, and a man who was at their merey—that- 
would involve a verdict for the plaintiff ; if they 
found that Polishwalla was a genuine person, 
that his account was a genuine one, they would 
still have to direct their attention to the qnes- ° 
tion whether in this particular instance the 


transaction was a genuine and bona fide one. In 


regard to the conflict of evidence concerning 
the visit of Mr. Potts or Mr. Kelly to the plain- 
tiff, one side was undoubtedly misleading the ~ 
court. The plaintiff in his diary had noted that 
My. Kelly had visited him, while Mr. Potts had 
positively stated that it was he who visited the 
plaintiff and received the order td sell the shares, 
The jury’s conclusion on that point would go 
a long way towards settling the case generally. 
Either the plaintiff had endeavoured to impose 
on the jury with a fictitious diary and false 
sworn testimony, or Kelly and Potts had coms ~ 
bined to mislead the court and therefure were — 
men whose word could not be trusted. His 
Lordship could not see how any lapse of mem- 
ory could come in there; tha matter was too 
definite for that. Speaking of Polishwalla his 
Lordship described’ him as‘a very respectable 
anda very well mannered’ gentleman, and he 
was very clear and precise in the way he gave~ 
his evidence, and he impressed his Lordship by ., 
the way he handled the papers; he appeared to . 
It was, however, 
a remarkable fact that he never had any settle- 
ment with the defendants, although he specu- 


lated so largely in shares. Une would think that 


he would have had settlements at certain periods 
by way of striking a balance and getting-some- 
thing out of the elaborate speculations, but ap- 
parently hedid not benefitatall by them, Thejury . - 


‘would say whether that was s reasonable and 


probable course of dealing—whether he .wags 
speculating fairly on his own account with them | 
and occupied the same position as any other 
gentleman who ‘speculated with a broker, or 
whether he had placed himself in the hands of. 
the defendants so that they could use him ag 
they thought proper, that is, as a mere tool in 
their hands. If the jury thought that Polish- 
walla was merely a man of straw. the verdict 
would be for the plaintiff. In regard to the 
first sale his Lordship put the following ques- 
tion to the jury:—Did the plaintiff assent to 
the charge of double brokerage on the sale by. 
the defendants on his-account of 50 West Point 

shares on the 20th November, 1896? ‘There 

was a conflict of evidence on that: point between. 
the plaintiff and Mr. Potts, and it was. clear 

that one or the other had made a false state- 

ment. A similar question relating to the sale 

of West Point shares on the 24th November’ 
was also handed to the jury,and His Lordship, in 

conclusion, said he supposed that the jury knew - 
the plaintiffs as well as the defendants; and 

therefore it was difficult for the jury to dis- 
chargé their duty quite satisfactorily. If they 
were sitting in London in all “probability ,the 
plaintiff and the defendant would be utterly 
unknown to them, and it would.not, matter 
a halfpenny to them whether their jverdict 
went for the plaintiff or for-the defendant, 
They knew both the plaintiff and the defend- 
anfs in the present case; they saw- them in 
their daily avocations; they knew their busi- 
ness; they knew their relations one with the 
cther; and undoubtedly it was difficult for-a 
jury in such ‘circumstaaces as those to discharge 


righ{ that his Lordship should -tell them that ~ 
‘it was their stern duty to decide the caro 


their duty ‘satisfactorily, as personal feelings | 
would have some play. Therefore it was. only-- L 
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-Strictly according to the evidence and according 
o-their conscience, without regard {o the 


ulterior cohsequences affecting either the plain... 


tiff or the defendants. ; 

’ “The jury retired at 6.30 and returned at-five 
minutes ‘past seven. They found by a majority 
of,four to three that the sale of the shares to 
_Polishwalla on the 6th Novomber was a bona fide 

‘one, and that plaintiff did assent to pay donble 
brokerage in respect of the West Point shares 
sold ‘on the 20th November and also those sold 
on the 24th November. 

His Lordship—Gentlemen, your finding by a 
majority of four to three is for the defendan(s 
on all three questions’; 

The foreman of the jury—Yes. : 

Mr. Drummond—I presume costs will follow, 

may Lord? | 


_ 1 His Lordship—Hare you anything 1o say 


4st. 


abont that Mr. Francis P 
_Mr. Francis asked his Lordship to con- 
sider whether the defendantg had uot necce- 
sitated the proceedings in the action, and 
whether if was not a “ ¢ase in_ which, all 
- things considered, each." party should pay 
its own costs. The defendants had obtained 
a verdict by a bare majority of one. The suit 
was simply the result of the defendants’ refusal 
- to dq in the first instance what they:had promised 
—to render to the plaintiff a statement of his 
account—a perfectly reasonable demand under 
‘circumstances which were known at the time. ° 
His. Lordship said it would-reqnire a strong 
_ ease to deprive the defendants of their costs. 
If any duthoriti:s could be cited he would allow 
Mr. Fraucis to argue the point in chambers. 
- ; My. Francis said he would like to have an 
oppértunity of considering the question. 
-His Lordship gave counsel leave to argue the 
question of costs in chambers to-morrow 
iorning, at eleven o’cluck, ‘ 


D. A. GUBBAY AND OTHERS y, EF, R. 
: F BELILIOS. 
The-following is the concluding pertion of 
' the judgment’ in this case, the first portion 
having been published list week :— 
".'On the 15th May, 1896, some 40 members of 
’ the community signed a, document in which 
they stated that they were “agreeable that 

Messrs. D. R. Sassoon, M. D. Ezekiel, E. RB. 

Belilios, and A. J. David should become trhs- 

tees and receive the whole of the property, furni- 

ture, etc., and any available fund belonging {o 

the present synagogue in this colony.” On the 

same date the following document was excuted :— 
Hongkong, 15th May, 1896. 
At the request of our community of this co- 
lony, we the nndersigned are willing to become 
trustees’ and to receive the whole of the pro- 
perty and any available fund belonging to the 
present synagogue. 
D. R. Sassoon. 
‘ E. R. Bewizios. 
: A. J. Davin. 
Mr. D. R.-Sassoon was at that time the senior 
“resident partner of Messrs. David Sassoon, Sons, 
& Co. Mr. Ezekiel apparently did not sign 
because of 'his connexion with Messrs. FE, D. Sas- 
soon & Co.. It will be observed that in these 
documents no mention is made of {he proposed 
new synagogue or of its site, although no doubt 
the appointment was connected with both these 
matters. . ‘ : 

- On the 20th May, 1896, Messrs. D: R. Sas- 
soon and A. J. David and the defendant- wrote 
to Mr, J. E. Sassoon informing him of their 
appointment as trustees, “together with his 


. representative,” and asking’ that the existin 


. Bynagogne and his promised donation of $5,000 
might be handed to them. Then. there occurs 
the following paragraph :— 

“Ttis the intention of the community to sell 
the old property, and with the proceeds thereof 
plus your grant of $5,000 to buy a suitable site 
cnd build upon ita synagogue and call it ‘ Ohel 
Lea.’ The enclosed copy of report of the 


' architects, Messrs. Leigh and Orange, will show 


the estimated cost ofthe ground and buildings.” 

Then they suggested that, “in order to avoi:l 
unnecessary delay which might\interfere with 
the favourable opportunity they had now of 


- putting through the ‘business, they would be 


obliged if he would wire to his firm the 


..-- word ‘Synagogue,’ from which they would 
“.. understandsthat he. wag agreeable, and that 


‘they should: proceed with the work at once.” 


CHINA OVERL 


AND TRADE REPORT. 


Next, they make anbtherappeal to him to inoreage 


his donation, in order that the building might be 
made larger and more worthy of the community. 
.. This letter is undoubtedly of considerable 
importanee in determining the position occu- 
pied by the community and the defendant re- 
spectively with regard to the land applied for. 
It was drafted by |Mr. Silas and it is signed 
by the defendant and two other representatives 
of the community.| It was written some three 


weeks after the date of Mr. Moses’ letter to Mr. | 


Silas, informing him of the application for the 
land, Yet it contains no reference whatever 
to that application: The receiver of the letter 
could form no ideaithat a site had been. actually 
applied for; indeed the wording of it would 
lead him to adopt fhe contrary conclusion. It 
is true that Messrs, Leigh and Orange’s report 
of the 19th October, 1895, was enclosed in the 
letter. This fact indirectly intimates to Mr. 

J. E. Sass6on that it was proposed to place the 

synagogue on the Kennedy Road site. But 

what was the specific recommendation of that 
report with respect to this site? ‘Not that 

Lots Nos. 1.216 and 1,217 should be applied 

for, but a smaller Jot, containing an area of 

1 33,0C0 sqnare feet, which would be “ amply 
large for the purpose “—that ig, an area 
some 10,000 square feet less than that of the 
combined lots and some 138,000 square feet 
less than that of lot No. 1,381. -The inference 
from these facts is, in my judgment, mote con- 
sistent with the defendant's contention that he 
applied for Lot No. 1,381 for himself with the 
intention of letting the community have as 
much as was required for the synagogue than 
with the contention of the plaintiffs that he 
applied for it on their behalf and as their agent. 

Mr. ‘Cooper replied to Mr. Danby’a letter of 
application as follows :-— 

’ Public Works Office, 
Hongkong, 12th June, 1896. 

Sir,—In reply to-your letter of ihe 28th 
April, I have the honour to inform you that 
His Excellency the Governor has approved 
of the land between the Tramway. and lbany 
Nullah being put up to auction, subject to the 
following conditions, viz. :— 

| Term of lease 999 years, 

; Premium at the rate of 15 cents per square 
oot. j ; 
Annnal Crown rent at the rate of 8327 per 

acre. 

A sum not less than $12,000 to be expended 
upon rateable improvements within 18 months 
of the*date of sale. : 

Only buildings of the class known as European 
dwelling houses ta be erected on the lot. 

; ‘The boundaries to be set out by the Director 
of Public-Works. ‘ 

I shall be obliged if you will be so good as to 
inform me if you accept the above conditions.— 
Ihave the hononr te be, Sir, your most obedient 
servant, | , 

| FRANCIS A. Cooper, - 
irector of Public Works. 

The condition as to the character of the 
buildings to be erected on the lot was relied 

upon, both in the defendant's answer and at the 
hearing, as precluding the erection of sucli a 
building as a synagogue. But I think there is 


nothing in this point, for the reasons, first, that, | 


assuming the application to have been really 
made for the community, the restriction would 
no doubt have been readily relaxed by the Go- 
vernment so as to admit‘of ihe erection. of a 
synagogue, and, secondly, cn the deferdant’s 
own showing, this relaxatiuu would have. been 
necessary in respect of that part of the lot. on 
which he intended the synagogue to be placed. 

On the same day, namely, the 12th. June, 
1896, Mr. Danby wrote to Mr. Cooper to 
say that he had seen his cliont and he 
was. prepared to agree to all the conditions men- 
tioned in Mr. Cooper's letter. He | also 
inquired how soon the lot could be advertised 
for sale. It is worthy of note that this accept- 
ance of the conditions was signified without 

; any reference on the pe'nt being made by the 
defendant to the representatives of the com- 
munity. ; ; 

On the 18th June, 1696, Mr. Danby wrote to 
Mr. Cooper a letter of which the first paragraph: 
is as follows :— 

“ Adverting to my letter of the 28th April last. 
applying for the pieca of ground on Kennedy 
Road between the Tramway and the Nullah near 

Garden Road; I am now requested by my client 


ae 


>)". 
10: 


to ask if you would kindly put: up to: publi 


auction sale at the same time the piece of ground: |... 
laying to the south of the above lot~and the - - 


MacDonnel Road, the boundaries 


be somewhat as follows :— i. ne ecetane 
' “North.—The South boundary of the ground... ~ z 
applied for on the 28th April.” - °°". 

“ South —The MacDonnel Road: a. 
“Hast.—Government ground nearTramway.-°. ° 

“ West— Do ‘do . Stone Nullah.” 
The two lots for which application is made in 
this letter on behalf of the defendant make up, 


of which wenld + 


together with Lot No. 1,381, the block of land - 


lying between Kennedy Road on the North and. 
MacDonnell Road on the South and between ‘the - 
Tramway on the East and Garden Road on the 
West. ~  - an a 
A goad deal of evidence was placed before the 
Court with reference to the circumstances con- 
nected"with the making of this application: . It ! 
was allaged on the part of the plaintiffs that Mr. 
Danby, on the 16th Juné, 1896,-while at the 
spot, made an offer to Mr. C. P. Chater, the 
managing director of the Hongkong ‘Land In- 
vestment and Agency Company, Limited,—who — 
had spoken -favourably of the two lots.in ques- - 
' tion,—{o apply for the lots for the Company, and: 
that. when Mr..Chater informed him’ that 
Messrs." Palmer and Turner would so apply, he 
said he must take caié ‘of himself and would 
advise thé defendant to ‘apply. Mr. A.’S. | 
Hooper. and Mr. M. 8. Northcote, officers of the | 
Company, were called to prove these allegations. 


Mr. Chater was not called asa witness. On 
the other hand’ Mr,-Danby in cross-examination 
denied the correctness of these statements, and 
affirmed that on the day in question he “ told 
Mr. Chater that the defetidant had told him to 
apply for the site to build a house for him- 
self ;”. that ‘Myr, Chater asked him if he had 
actually applied,” and he said he had.not. The. 
defendant and Mr. Danby both say that the de- - . 
fendant had had the two upper lots in his mind 
and had- spoken about them to Mr. Danby at 
the time of or shortly after‘the making of the 
application for the lower lot. The defendant 
says he gave Mr. Danby instructions to a ply: . 
for the two upper lots soon’. aftex. the applica-. - 
tion for the lower lot was made;. But it would . ~ 
seem that he is mistuken in. this atatenient, for 
Mr.:Danby puté the time about the: middle of 
June, 1896, and his own Jetter, to which I will.- 
immediately refer, puts it about, the beginning 
of June. _ - ear a ah ay 
Some controversy took’ place’ between: ‘the 
Company and the.defendant with regard to the - 
priority of {heir respective claims to have these - 
two lots‘put up, and several letters on the sub- 
ject passed between Mi. J, J. Bell Irving, tho - 
Chairman of the Company,.and the defendant, . 
In the defendant's letter of the 31st July, 1896, ' 


there ‘occurs the -followiig passage :—“ Mr. 


Danby never récommended me to apply for the 
land ;'it was purely and solely my own idea. ‘I 
contemplated buying, it as-early as April last. 
- I was unaware of the conversation Mr. Chater ° 
had-with Mr. Danby. until the former iuformed - 
me of itin the Club on Monday vibes Seek (27th.) . 
“For several years: past, whenever ‘1 happened. , 
to be walking on Kennedy: Road; it struck me 


necessity, buy the land ‘above-it, so thatthe - 
tipper and lower sites may be thrown into one - 
and two or three terraces prepared. for the pur-< , 
pose of building villas thereon. 
of April I applied to the Government to 
for sale the ground in: question.. 
time I told Mr. Danby ‘that some-day in. — 
future I would instruct him to buy for me: the : - 
‘site overlooking it: Then the object--was to . 
get the Jewish community to buildasynagogue | 
there. Sometime in the latter part of-Ma it. |. 
came to my ears that some influential shes Bey 


of onr community were averse to have: a. 
penne on that: ground.: It then occurred 
,to met : oe 
properts.. I-tlen, abaut the begining of Juno, - 
asked Mr. -Dai.by to apply for the high land ‘fn: - 
question.” = = es ; feet te Se 
The expression “mutilated ‘site” used: 
this letter is said to refer to. Lot No. 1,381, whi 
has been 1 good deal broken up by ‘the -Publio’ 
Works Department for quarrying purpose: 
There are one or two other difficulties: of inter- 
pretation’ which T will refer to.& little later’6n, 
when I come’ to consider the : beari fi thi 
letter on the main-transa rid 
‘plication for and pure! 


that whoever bought tlie-mutilated site must of” 


. About the’end .. 
putup: - |; 
At the samo. -: 


at I rhould be the purchaser of that.” 
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. whole of the lower lot on his hands. 


. 


' that we shall get the telegram from Mr. Jacob 
. SSassoon befcre then, and that the trustees— 


~. in order that there may ‘not be any outside 


‘on the lot.— Yours sincerely, 


have a portion of it, if they desired to do so. 


. . -thatit was proposed to erect a synagogue on the 


closed 2 memorandum by Mr. Danby, bearing 


; the same date, namely, the 3lst July, 1896, and 


Biving an explanation of the facts from his point 
of view. This memorandum does not bear out 
Mr. Danby's denial of Messrs. Hooper and 
Northcote's evidence not does it support the de-: 
fendant’s statement in his letter above quoted 
as to his instructing Mr. Danby to apply at tle 
beginning of June. On fhe whole, I come to 
the conclusion (hat the ‘defendant did nof ce. 
finitely instruct Mr. Danby to apply for the 
two upper lots until the 17th June, 1896, that is, 


. the day after Mr. Danby’s conversation with 


Mr. Chater. : 

On the 3rd August, 1896, Mr. Bell Irving, 
although evidently not satisfied with the defend- 
ant's explanation, writes to him to say thal, ‘as 
his application had first reached the Govern: 
ment, the Land Investment Company would not 
id for the property in question.” | 

Now, what is the real bearing of this transac- 
tion on the main question in the case, namely, 
on whose behalf was Lot No. 1,38] acquired? We 
are not now concerned with the question whe- 
ther or not Mr. Danby or the defendant behaved 
badly to the Land Investment Company, but 
we.are concerned with the question of what 
connexion thera is between the application 
for and pnrchuse of the lower lot and 
the application for the two upper lots.— 
with the question, What light does. the 
later transaction tlirow on the earlier ¥- On this. 
point T am satisfied by the evidence befoie me 
that the defendant applied for the {wo upper 
lots with the idea that he would probably be able 
to utilize them in conjunction with the lower 
lot, either in tthole or in part. I believe that 
he had begun to have doubts whether the com- 
munity would decide to place the synagogue in 
that situation, in which case he would have the 
I believe 
also that, whether or not he entertained this 
notion in the first instance, he had by this time 
begun to think that the eastern portion of the 
lower lot would be sufficient for a site for the 
synagogue and that the western portion would 
be available to him for\the making of an 
approach from Kennedy Road to the two upper 
lots. If these conclusions are well-founded, the 


- ~defendant's-uction in respect of the two upper 


lots, taken before the purchase of the lower lot. 


‘lends support to his contention that he was not 


purchasing the lower lot on bebalf of the 
communily.. 2S: 

On the 27th June, 1896, Lot No. 1.381 was. 
advertised in The Hongqlong Goverhment Gazette 
for sale by public auction, to be held on the 
spot on the 13th July, 1896. - 

" On the lst July, 1896, Mr. Cooper wrote to 
Mr. “Danby stating that the Governor had 
approved of Lots Nos. 1,382 and 1,383 being put 
up to sale, and mentioning the conditions on 
which they would be go put up. 
_ Next, Mr. Elias wrote to Mr. Silas the 
following letter :-— 

Hongkong, 3rd July, 1896. 

“My dear Silas—Mr. Belilios desires me to 
inform you that the site of the proposed 
synagogue in. Kennedy Road is advertised for 
sale,en the 13th instant at 4.30 p.m. iv last 
Saturday’s Government Gazette. He hepes 


the three of them—will be present at the sale 
competition as several people bave their eyes 


fi1as. 

It does not appear to me that this letter 
helps in any way-to a solution of the difficulty 
in the case. It is a letter which might very 
well have been written ou any one of the three 
possible hypotheses, namely, first, that the de- 
fendant was bnying the land for the com- 
numity, secondly, that he was buying it for 
himsclf -but with the intention of lvetting the 
community have it, if they desired to do so, and, 
thirdly, that he was buying it fcr himself but 
with the intention of letting the community 


In any of these cases the attendance of the 
trustees, and the public intimation thus made 


Idnd, would tend to avert competition and so 
kéep down the price of the land. To secure 
that attendance for this purpose was the sole 


object of the letter. It is a proof of how little 


i ra a, 
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interest the representatives.of the community 
took in the matter that Mr. Silas did not answer 
the letter, and that none of. the trustees attended 
the sale or made any excuse for not doing so. 
Indeed, from the fime of receiving Mr. Moses’ 
letter of the 29th April, informing them of the 
application, until the purchase of the land, they. 
uppear not to have concerned themselves at all 
in ‘the matter. - 

On the 10th July. 1896, Mr. Danby wrote to” 
Mr. Cocner accepting. on hehalf of the defen- 
dant, “the conditions ! 
Cooper's letter of the Ist July, 1896, with 
reterence to the sale of Inland Lots Nos. 1,482 
and 1.383, and asking that they might be ad- 
vertised for sale as soon as convenient, : 

Then we reach the final act in the first part 
of this transaction On the 13th July, 1896. 
the défendant attended the sale of lot No. 281 
and bought it for the sum of 86.931. Ehis sum 
he has paid, and he has also paid all Crown rent 
due,up to the present time. On this date the 
expécted telegram from Mr. J. E. Sassoon had 
not heen received : 

I have now stated and examined, so far as I 


find them material, all the facts and circum- 


stances which preceded.and led up {a the sale and 
purchase of Lot No. 1.381 on the 13th July, 1896. 
The plaintiffs’ case is that the defendaut attended 
the sale “for and on belalf,of the community ” 
and purchased the lot ‘in his own name but for 
and on behalf of the community,” or, in other 
words, that. on the fall of the hammer, he became 
trustce of the lot for the community. The 
decision must therefore turn upon the auswer. 


“to the qnestion, What was the {rue object and 


meaning of the defendant, as evidenced by his 
precedent acts and declarations, in’ making.the 
snecessful bid? As I have «ulready said. if a 
clear and satisfactoryeauswer can-he given to 
this.question, one way or the other, then the 
case is at an end and it is unnecessary to enter 
info.a cousideration of acis and declarations 
subsequent to fle sale and pureliase, Lut, 
altliough I am inclined & hold that/the plain- 
{iffs have up to this.stage failed to sustain 
their contention..yét I think, having -regard to 
ambiguity and vagueness which run through 
much of the evidence, that it will be proper to 
ascertain what assistance in arriving at a cor- 
rect. decision can he derived fra an examina- 
tion of the subsequent conduct of ft! + 
I will endeavour to make this examivation 
brief, because I do not think that, generally 
speaking, so much importance is to be attached 
to what tcok place after as to what took, place 
before the sale and purchase. I proceed, then, 
with this further examination. 

On the 3}st July, 1896, the defendant wrote 
to Mr. Bell Irving a letter from which I have 
already read an extract. This letter is so 
loosely worded {hat it is difficult to satisfy one 
self as to its true interpretation. It was writ- 
‘ten in explanation of the time aud circumstances 
of the application made by the defendant for 
Lots Nos. 1,382 and 1,383, but it incidentally 
refers to his application for Lot No. 1,381. .On 
the whale, I take its meaning to be that the 
defendamt applied for Lot No. 1,381 in his own 
name but with the object of getting the com- 
munity to build a synagogue there; that in the 
latter part of May.he learncd the existence 
of an influential opposition to that site; 
{that it then occurred to him that, in con- 
sequence of this opposition, the lot would pro- 
bably remain his property, instead of being 
taken from him by the community’; and that he 
accordingly, about the beginning of June, asked 
Mr. Danby to apply for the two upper lots in 
order that he might utilize them in conjunction 
with-the lower lot. This construction is borne 
out by a letger from Mr. Danby, which, it will 
be remembefged, was enclosed in the defendant's 
letter and which the defendant had read and 
the statements in which Le says he “ corrobo- 
rates’? The material portion of this letter is 


tye tes, 


‘as follows :— 


“ Hongkong. 31st July, 1896. 

“The Hon. E. R. Belilios, C.M.G. 

“ Dear Sir,—In accordance with your instruc- 
tions. I forward you the following memoranda 
respecting the two sites on the Kennedy Road 
on the West-side of the Tramway. 

«On the 27thof April last, I received instruc- 
tions from yourself (o send in au application to 
the Director of Public Works, to apply for the 
piece of ground on the Kennedy Road, between 
the Tramway and the Stone Bridge over the 


mentioned -in Mr: | 


| February 26, 1898, 
Nullah (and known ds the -synagogne site) ‘to 
be put up to public jauction sale, the written. 
application for which was sent Mr. Cooper 
on the following day, viz.. on the 28th April. 

‘A few days after, during a conversation I 
had with you on:the Club verandah, you in- 
formed me that your idea in acquiriny this. 
ground wes to offer it! tothe Jewish community, 
as a site for a new synagogue; whether it-would - 
be acceptable to them) or otherwise, yon contd 
not fell at the time as the matter had to be 
referred (o HKombay; should the Jewish com- 
munity, hewevar, decide eventually not to adopt 
it asa site for their synagogne, you would retain - 
it yourself, in which case yon might possibly - 


purchase the site abdve it, and erect European. . 
houses on both lots. ee 


‘Sometime about the beginning of June, My. 
Chater informed me (that he had been given to 


understand that your community were not in: — 
‘favour of your new synagogue and project, 'T |: 


inferred then from our previous conversation 


that you would retain this ground for building ~ 
purposes should you become its purchaser, which ~ 


you did eventually, ithe site being - put up to 
public auction sele cn the 13th inst,” ae 
Nothing conld be clearer than this statement: 
of the object and purposes of the defendant-in 
applying for Lot No 1.381. 
with the plaintiff's pqsition that he applied: for 
the lot on behalf of thd community, that is, acting 
as their agent or representative in the matter; 
it is consistent with his own position that he 
applied for it with the intention of offering it, . 
or at any rate a portion of it, to the community. 
The value of the two letters to which I am vow 
referring lies m the fact that they were written 


‘within a little over a fortnight of the purchase 


of Lot No. 1,381. and before any dispute had- 


arisen with regard tio the circumstances of the | 


acquisition of that lot. 

On the llth August, 1896; {he defendant 
became the purchaser from the Crown of lots 
Nos. 1,882 and 1,883. He thus had the legal 
title. or at any rate the right to call for the 
legal title. to the entire block of land which I 
have already described. 

About the middle of Angust, 1896, Mr. Danby 
began to take levels and make surveys of the 
block. This work was continued from time to 
time during the next few following months. 
and by December aj plan of the ccntours of 
..« block was completed. Mr. Danby says that 
the defendant often pressed him to get on with 
the plans for the buildings which were to be 
erected, but he told him that he could do 
nothing until the qnestion of the synagogue 
was settled. ; : 

Next comes the following letter :— 

Hongkong, 27th October, 1896 
J. E, Sassoon, Fsq. | ; = . 

Dear Sir,—We are in receipt of your faronr 
of the 25th ult. respecting the synagogue in 
Hongkong and in reply we would now inform 
you that we are agreeable to all the terms and 
conditions therein stated and trust that you will 
kindly instruct your firm here to transfer to us 
the whole of the property belonging to the 
present synagogue and the sum of $5,000 you 
have agreed to fle for which we thank 


' 


ou. 


gotiate in concert with your ‘firm's representa- 


‘tive for the sale of the:present synagogne pro- 
‘perty and the selection of the site “for ‘the 


building of the new one, as we deem it advisable 
to do so without further delay. : 
Reciprocating your wishes of the compliments 
of the season.— We are, «dear sir, sincerely yours, 
. - D. R. Sassoon, 
KE. R. BE ixtos. 
A.J. Davin. 


This letter wds drafted by Mr. Silas and was _ 


signed by Messrs. D. R. Sassoon and A. J. 


David and the defendant. The facts relating — 


to the application for and the acquisition of 


Lot. No. 1,881 must be presumed to have been © . 


in the knowledge of all these persons. Yet bow 
do they treat the |transaction in writing to 
Mr. J. E. Sassoon,* who had a'vital interest in 
it? Do they write |to inform him that, since 
the date of their last latter to him—the 20th 
May, 1896—the defendant had purchased, on 
behalf of the community, the site referred to 
in that letter; that he had paid for it; and that: 
they were anxious to) tuke it over from him and 
to commence buildin i 
it? Ifthe three fizst-named gentlemen had at 


It is inconsistent ° 


In-the meantime|we shall proceed. to sie : 


g the new synagogue upon. - 


_ synagogue are with our Hongkong firm and I 


-gite; wher the new site has been selected 


’ Sassoon and his brothers to the Jewish com- 


_Leah.”—Yours faithfnlly, . 


' these gentlemen, who say they had already got 


. just read, a difference of opinion ardse among 
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that time taken the view of the transaction 
which they have since put forward, surely these 
things, or something like these things, are- 
what they would have written to Mr. Sassoon. 
But they do not: write these things or anything 
like them. On the contrary, they treat the 
question of the site as still open,—as still matter 
for selection and negotiation. The observation 
also occurs that if the defendant had really 
hought and held the land on behalf of the 
community, he wonld hardly have signed a 
letter which entirely ignores the transaction. 

What meaning Mr. J. E. Sassoon put upon 
the reference to the question of the site in this 
letter is plain from his letter in reply. This 
letter is as follows :-— 

; London, 23rd December, 1896. 

The Hon. E. R. Belilios, D. R. Sassoon, A. 
J. David. 

Dear Sirs,—Y our two favours of the 27th Octo- 
ber and 18th ulto. have duly come to hand. All 
the deeds and documents relating to the present 


am writing to them to pay over fo you, as the 
anticipated trustees of the new synagogue, 
$5,000 on my behalf. I hear that the synagogue 
property is worth $25,000 and 1 rely upgn you 
1o realise the highest snm possible. ‘l'his 
amount, together with my donation, will enable 
you to erect a new synagogue and no doubt you 
will see that the new building will be as -nice, 
pretty, airy, and comfortable as it is possible 
for a place of worship to be. and what is 
most essential that it be built on a good 


and the building is ready, it is-my desire that 
the following be inscribed on a marble slab, both 
in Hebrew and English, and placed in a con- 
‘spicuous position in the new synagogue, viz :— 
“This synagogue is presented by Mr. Jacob 


munity of Hongkong in memory of ‘their re- 
vered mother Leah.’ The new synagogue 
should therefore be called after her name, * Ohel 


J. E. Sassoon. 
In this letter Mr.J. E. Sassoon ‘presses on 


@ site, but who had not told him‘of it, the im- 
portance of building on “a good site” and 
treats thé selection of the site as a matter still 
in futuro, P 

On the 30th December, 1896, Mr. A. J. Ray- 
mond, one of the plaintiffs, arrived in the 
colony to succeed Mr. Ezekiel as man- 
aging partner in the - firm of Messrs. 
H. D. Sassoon & Co., and, so far as matters 
relating to the synagogue were  con- 
cerned, he seems to have taken Mr. Ezekiel's 
place from the time of bis arrival. — 

On the receipt, about the middle of January, 
1897, of Mr. J. E. Sassoon's letter which I. have 


the trustees with respect to the propriety of 
placing the tablet mentioned in the letter in 
the new synagogue., Two meetings were held 
to discuss the matter, with the result that the 
defendant, being of opinion that the statement 
that the synagogue was “presented by Mr. 
Jocob Sassoon and his brothers” ‘was not 
warranted by the circumstances, refused to be 
a party to)the erection of the tablet and 
resigned his ‘trusteeship. He states that Mr. 
Silas saw him on the I’th January, 1897, in 
connexion with his impending resignation, and 
that he then said to Mr, Silas, “What abont 
that site; what are you going to do about it? 
|Are you going to take it or not?" Then he 
adds that the reason why he said this was that, 
notwithstanding he thought he had bought 
the site for himself, Mr. Silas was coutiuually 
coming to hinf and saying “to wait; that they 
might still take the site.” The defendant also 
relates the following) as having occurred at the 
meeting about the tablet question which was 
held on the,18th Jaquary, 1897 :— Mr. David 
said to me. ‘As you are leaving the Com- 
mittee, perhaps you will not give them any 
land?’ J said, ‘Certainly not; you are wel- 
come toa site whenever you want it’ Then I 
turned round to Mr/ Silas and asked him when 
“he wonld let me know—as to whether he wanted 
the site and the area he wanted. Then he 
turned round and said, ‘In a few days,” Then 
we separated.” 

After affairs had remained quiescent for 
some weeks, a brisk |correspondence took plac 


following one from the defendant :-— 


of the community for the purpose of erecting 
thereon the proposed synagogue, I beg to inform 
you that eight months have already elapsed out 
of the year for which 1 agrced to keep it at 
your dispvsal, 
left wherein to complete the buildings I may 
like to put up: there should yon decide to 
give up this land; and as I hear the majority 
of you are of this view, and are shortly 
ta leave the colony, I shall feel obliged by your 
favouring me with your opinion, within the 
next week, whether you would like the site 
finally retained for the new synagogue or not. 
—I am, gentlemen, yours faithfully. 


this letter. 
on behalf of the community or’ whether he had 
bought it only with the intention of allowing 


fact remains that, for nearly cight months since 


munity had taken no steps whatever with regard 
to faking possession of and utilizing it. 
had not made any communication to the defen- 
dant about it; they had not procured any fresh 
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between the parties. The first letter is the | 


Hongkong, 8th March, 1897, 
Messrs. D. R. Sassoon, Marcus Ezekiel, A. J. 
David. 
Gentlemen, With reference to the site in 
Kennedy Road which I am holding on behalf 


I have myself barely ten months 


FB. R. Beiriios. 


It is no'wonder that the defenaant wrote 
Whether he had bought the land 


the community 1o have it ora part of it, the 
the purchase, the represcntitives of the com- 


They 


reports or plans about the placing of the 
synagogue on: it; neither they nor their 
architect had been to inspect it, although Mr, 
Raymond, Mr Silas, and Mr Orange went 
about the beginning of March to the place in 
order that Mr Raymond might see it. 
Some of* the expressions in this letter un- 
donbtedly make in favour of the plaintiffs’ con- 
tention. As I have already said, the word 
“site” is ambiguous inits meaning, but I thinkin 
this case the reteivers of the letter would under- 
stand it as referring to the whole of Lot 
No. 1,381. Then there is the statement 
that he is “holding the site on behalf of 
the community for the purpose of erect- 
ing thereon the proposed synagogne”™ and 
the reference to their possibly “deciding 
to give up the land.” On the other hand, the 
defendant speaks* of “the year fdr which he 
agreed to keep the site at their disposal; he 
refers to the reversion, so to speak, as being in 
himself ; and he asks to be informed whether 
they “ would like the site finally retained for 
the new synagogue or not.” ‘These expressions, 
I think, tend in the other direction, that is, 
they give colour to the deféndant’s contention. 
It is also fair to say that this letter must be 
read with the defendant's subsequent letter of 
the same day, for there is no reason to think 
that his intentious had undergone any change 
in the interval between the writing of the two 
letters. It is not clear on the evidence how ‘a 
year” came to be mentioned iv this letter in- 
stead of the ‘‘reasonable time” spoken of in 
Mr. Moses’ letter of the 29th April, 1896. 
On the whole I am of opinion that the letter is 
not such a one as would be written by a man 
who hud bought the Isud {o which he was re- 
ferring on behalf of the community. I think 
also that if cannot be dissociated from the rest 
of the correspondence so as to strain il into an 
express declaration of trust. : 

To this letter the trustees sent the following 

answer :— , 
Hongkong, 8th. March, 1897 

Hon. E. R. Bellios, C.M.G. 

Dear Sir,—We are in receipt of your letter 
of this date and in reply we are willing to take 
over the site for the erection of the synagogue, 
and: shall feel obliged by your instructing your 
solicitor to prepare the transfer of same to us, 
on completion of which we shall pay you the 
cost.— We are, dear sir, yours faithfully, 

D. R. Sassoon,. 
A. J. RAYMOND, 
A. J. DAVID. 


The word “sita” as here used clearly refers 
to the whole of Lot No. 1,381, bnt on the other 
hand I doubt whether the expression “ willing 


placed at their disposal. 


to take over the site” would have bee: used by 
persons who conceived themselves to have a 
right to the laud; it appears {a be more properly 
applicable to the case of the laud having been 


‘M49 


To this letter the défendant replied as fol- 
OWS :— : 
Hongkong, 8th March, 1897. 


Messrs. D. R. Sassoon, A. J. Raymond, A. J. 


David. ng Sat 
Gentlemen,—I beg to thank you for your 


letter of this date informing me that you are 
willing to take over the site for the proposed 
synagogue and requesting me to instruct my 
solicitors to prepare the transfer of the same 
to. you. 
glad if you will arrange ‘with your architect to’ 
meet my architect, ae Danby, and settle with 
him as to the portion 

gentlemen, yours faithfully. - 


Before doing this, however, I shall be 
be transferred.—I am, 


| E.R. Beuinios. 
Messrs. Raymond, David, and Silas, in giving 


evidence for the plaintiffs,'said that this letter 
conveyed to them the first intimation which they 
received that the community were not to have 
the whole of Lot No. 1381 but a portion only. 
No doubt this was so, but at the same time it 
must be borne in mind that they, had had 
virtually no communication with the defendant 
respecting the land since he had at plied for it 
in April, 1896. 
wete taken by surprise at this intimation, why. « ~ 
did they not express this surprise at once, and 
inform the defendantthat there was no question 
of their taking a portion of the land.— that they 
were entitled to the whole of it ¥ 
defer the sendiig of an answer for two days, 
until the defendant had again waked them up 
with the following letter ?— 


Again, if may be asked, if they 


Why did they 


Hongkang, 10th March, 1897. 


Messrs. D. R. Sassoon, M. D. Ezekiel, A. J. 


Raymond, A. J. David. ; 
Gentlemen,—Excuse my troubling you, but 


I understand that your architect has not yet 
approached Mr. Danby, and as I do not wish 
to be at loggerheads with the Government or 
run the risk of getting'my praperty confiscated, 
T shall thank you to settle the matter within the 
next three days or I shall be compelled to make 
use of the site to thé best adrantage.—I am, 


gentlemen, yours faithfully, | 
E. R. BEtsisos. 


The reply to this letter was follows — 


Hongkong, 11th March, 1897. 


Hon. E. R. Belilios, C.M.G. 


Dear Sir, - We are ‘in receipt of your letters 


of the &th and 10th jnst., and in reply beg to 
inform you that we Have decided to take over 
the whole of the Inland Lot No. 1,831 (sic) for 
the erection of the saeoeie and shall feel 
obliged by your having the same transferred to -~ 


us. : 
As we have been acting in the matter we re- 
gret we could not reply to your letters earlier 


and hope you will excuse us.— We are, Dear Sir, ° 


yours faithfully. 
D. R. Sassoon. 
A. J. RayMonp. 
A. J. Davin, 

Here there occurs again the expression.“ we 
have decided to take over,” etc. 
to the case now put forward for the plaintiffs, 
there could be no question of their “ deciding ” 
in the matter, for the land had been tought for 
and on behalf of the community and in equity 
the community were the owners.. Why did 
the writers of the letter not remind the 
defendant of thisfactP Mr. David explains the 


expression “we. have been acting in the matter” - 


by saying that in theinterval the trustees had 
been engaged jn the discussion and consider- 
ation of the matter.. Does this mean that they 
were disenssing and cons‘dering whether they 
should demand the whele lot or accept only a 
portion of it? The following correspondence 
which passed: between the architects of the par- 


ties, on the date of the Iret letter, is not with- 


out some bearing on this point :— . 
Hongkong, 11th March, 1897.. 
W. Danby, Esq. : 


Dear Sir,—We have been instructed by the .- 


trustees of the synagogue to meet you in order 
to arrangs for the transfer of the site on the 
Kennedy Road. : 


We would ba glad to call on you this after- 


noon at 4 if convenient or at 11.80 to-morrow ° 


morning if you prefer. Yours truly. 
LeIcH & ORANGE. : 


‘Hongkong, 11th March, 1897. 


Messrs. Leigh & Orange, 


Dear Sirs,— In reply to yours of this morning, . 
I think it will be of little or no use your calling - 
I suggested . te. Mr. Belilios ' 


here to ‘see me, 


a 


But, according - 


a 


a yesterday that you send your. drawings to him 


the matter.— Yours truly, 


r 


“BO. BY 


direct, when we can talk the matter 
over together, after which he would be in 
a position to let you know which and how much 
ground he is’‘prepared to dispose of as-a site for 
the synagogue. Y ours truly, 
; : Wma. Dansy. 
" «2. Hongkong, 11th March, 1897. 
Dear Sir,—The trustees for the synagogue 
have settled to take the whole of I. L. 1,381 as 
a site for-the new synagogue and will write 
direct to Mr. Bolilios to that effect. Therefore 
there will be-no need for us to meet or discuss 


Q LricnH & ORANGE. 
With regard to the “instructions ” referred 
to in the first of these letters, Mr. Orange is 
emphatic in stating that they bad reference to 
his arranging for a transfer of the whole of 
Lot No. 1,881, and that nothing was said to him 
&bout his arranging for a transfer of a portion 
only of the Jot. Iam entirely satistied of Mr. 


’ Orange’s bona fides in making this statement. 


But then it follows that there has either been 
a lapse of memory’ on Mr. Orange's pa 

and his memory was not very full or precise on 
some of the transactions abont which he 
was questioned — or else incomprehensible 


_ conduct on the part of the person who 


gave’ him the instructions. For the per- 
son-who gave these instructions must, at the 
time when he gave them, have read the defend- 
ant’s second letter of the 8th March and pro- 
bably also his letter of the 10th March, both of 
them referring expressly to the architect of the 
trustees meeting Mr. Danby for the purpose of 
arranging for a transfer of a portion of the lot. 
Besides, in the light of these two letters, the 
true construction of the correspondence beuween 
-the architects is this,—that Messrs. Leigh and 
Orange proposed in the first instance to meet 
Mr. Danby with a view of arranging for a 
@ransfer of a portion of the lot, but, in conse- 
quence of the subsequent decision of the trustees 


-, to take the whole lot, this proposed meeting 


" was rendered useless. 


Again, in their letter of 
the 8th March, 1897, when they contemplated 
the taking over of the whole lot, the trustees 
had simply requested the defendant to instruct 
his solicitor to prepare the transfer. 

On the same day the defendant sent the 


. following answer to the last-mentioned letter of 


- the trustees :— 


, Hongkong, 12th March, 1897. 
Messrs. D. R. Sassoon, M. D. Ezekiel, A. J. 
Raymond, A. J. David. 

Gentlemen,—In reply to your letter of yes- 
‘terday, I am extremely sorry to be unable to 
comply with your request by transferring to 
you pi whole of I. L. Ne. 1,831. (sic.) ~ 

four Mr. Ezekiel and Mr. Chater, directors 
of the Hongkong’ Land Investment. Co, will 
convince you that owing to your inaction and 
owing to having been repeatedly told that the 
majority of you were not favourably disposed 
towards the lot in question, since its sale, I 
have become tke proprietor of the sites over- 
looking it. My arrangements to utilise them 
in conjunction with the land below are too far 
advanced to permit of my making such a con- 
cession as the one proposed.- When I sug- 
gested the purchase of the plot in question, 
one of the reasons which precluded you from 


acquiring it was that it was too large for your | 
~ requirements. 


No alteration in your conditions 
since then has taken place to warrant a change 
in your opinion in regard to, the matter.. You 
have no claim on me; land“has appreciated. if 
the neighbourhood, but simply because 1 am a 


- member of your community, wishing to see a 


.sary for. your purposes. 


 apswer:— . 


synagogne erected in the colony, I can only, 
consent to ‘transfer tq you land absolutely neces- 
Under the circum- 
stances, therefore, unless the apportionment of 
the ground is settled between Mr. Danby and 
your Mr. Orange before Monday next, I will 

compelled to deal with the property as I 
may be-adyised without further reference to 
your gcodselves—I am, gentlemen, yours 


faithfully, ,- : 
e E. R. BELILIOS, 
To this letter the trastees sent the following 
{ 


Hdngkohg, 12th March, 1897. 


‘ Hon.:E. R.-Belilioz, C.M.G. 
2: Dear Sir, We are ‘i receipt e your letter 
- of date, saying, io ourjsurprise, that you are 
“phable to ooniphy with our request to transfer 
ern Ci 2 ie ; ~ & Bs 
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to us the whole of Inland Lt 1,881 (sic.) In’ 


+ 


a 


reply we have to point. out that the lot in ques: 
tion was purchased by you on behalf of our 
community for the purpose of erecting thereon 
& synagogue; and according to your letter of 
the 8th inst. we have no doubt tHat yon will 
admit that the said lot in its entirety should be 
transferred to us.-We are, dear sir, yours 
faithfully, ‘i : 

. BR. Sassoon, 
A. J. RaymMonp, 
A. J. Davip. 

The defendant thereupon closes the corres- 
pondence for the time being with the following 
letter :— . : 
Hongkong, 13th March, 1897. 
Messrs. D. R. Sassoon, M. D. Ezekiel, A. J. 

Raymond, A. J. David. é 

Gentlemen,—In reply to your letter of yester- 
day received only this morning adverting to the. 
Kennedy Road site, I regret to be obliged to! 
refer. you to my communication of yesterday 
beyond the concession made wherein I am s0 
I cannot go.—I am, gentlemen, yours faithfully, 

KE. R. BEL LI0s. 

In these letters the parties at last come to a 
direct issue. The defendant says in effect, 
“The land is my own; you have no claim on me; 
but, as Tam a member of the community, and 
wish to see a synagogue erected, I will let you 
have as much of the land as is necessary for 
that purpose.” To this the trustees reply, “ We 
are suprised st what you say; you bought the 
land on behalf of the community, and your 
letter of the 8th March shows that you know 
very well you ought to hand it over to us.” 
The paities were now clearly at arm's length. 

It is for this reason that I am not disposed 
to attach much importance to the occurrences 
which took place subsequently, and especially 
to the two meetings which took place on the 
15th March, 1897." For these meetings had for 
their avowed object the (beneing about of 
a compromise. The plaintiffs say that they 
were -willing to take lees than their rights 
for the sake of peace; the defendant. 
says he was willing to give what he was not 
bound to give for the sake of his co-relig- 


ionists. I will content myself, therefore, with 
shortly stating what teok place at the two |. 
meetings. 


On the morning.of the 15th March, 1897, 
Messrs. Raymond, David, and Silas went to the 
defendant's place of .business and asked him 
why he would not let them have the whole of 
Lot No. 1,381. The defendant told them that 
it was because he wanted to utilize a portion of 
it for the purposes of an approach to the two 
upper lots, Nos. 1,382 and 1,383. It is alleged 
on the one hand and not denied ou the other 
that this was the first time the subject of an 
appreach had been expressly mentioned. It 
was, however, foreshadowed in the defendant's 
letter to the trustees of the 12th March, 1897, 
and also in his letter to Mr. Bell Irving of the 


3lst July, 1896—a letter which Mr. Ezekiel had’ 


seen. It was ultimately arranged between 
the parties that they und their architects 
should meet in the afternoon of the same 
day at Mr. Danby’s office with a view of 
seeing whether they could agree on the se- 
lection of a-site and indeed a settlement of the 
whole matter in dispute. : 
Accordingly the meeting took place, the same 
gentlemen being present and, in addition, Mr. 
Orange, the architect of the trustees, and Mr. 
Danby, the architect of the defendant.. The 
conference Jasted something over two hours. 
The settlement of the site was practically left 
to the two architects, aud: they, working har- 
moniously together and using the contours plan 
which had been prepared by Mr. Danby, marked 
off within an arc line the eastern portion of 
Lot. No. 1,381 and also a piece of land at the 
North-Eastern corner of Lot No. 1,382 as a’site 
for the synagogue. The particulars of the site 
so marked off go to rhow the ‘reasonableness 
of the defendant's position with regard to the 
quantity and price of the Jand required for 
the synagogue. The figures for Lot No. 1,381 
and the marked off site respectively are as 
follows -— 
Area Price Crown Rent 


Lot No. 1,381 46,075 sq. ft. $6,931.00 $346.00 


Site 25,630 sq. ft. $3,844.50 $185.80 


-1t would seem that the site as marked off. 


received the approval of the parties. Mr. ‘Danby 


| [February 26, 


then raised the question of the cost -of the rex © 


taining wall between the approved site andthe 


remainder of the block of land. ‘ ‘The defendant: 
said that the trustees would have to ppetrer of. 


it; the trustees on the other hand said that 


they ought not to be called upon to pay any § -— 
of. it. Mr. Danby then made ont a rough . 


estimate of the cost, putting it at about $1,200, 
but adding thaf he would! not be responsible for 
the sufficiency of that sum until he had prepared 
detailed drawings and estimates. By way of 
compromise, the trustees offered to bear an 
amount not exceeding $600, which they sub- 


sequently increased to $)/000, but the defendant - 


would ‘not accept either of these offers and 
insisted that they should! defray half the cost, 
whatever it might be.! The meeting then 


terminated, the defendant saying that “ nothing . 


was settled.” It was understood that Mr. Danby 
would prepare detailed drawings and estimates 
of the wall and that they would be sent to the 
trustees. So’ unfortunately ended the attempt 
at a settlement of the dispute. It is to be 
regretted that the same wise counsels: which 


brought the parties together on that occasion . 


did-not avail to do so again. 
- On the 25th March, 1897, Messrs. D. R: 
Sassoon and Ezekiel left the Colony. ; 

On the 27th March, 1897, the defendant 
wrote to the trustees enclosing Mr. Danby’s 
plans and asking to be informed “by Monday 


next,” whether they would take the land or not. ~ 


The cost of the retaifing wall was stated as 
being ‘about $9,232.85.” To this letter the 
trustees sent the following answer :— 

Hongkong, 29th March, 1897. 
Hon. E. R. Balilios, C.M.G. 


Dear Sir,— We are in receipt of your letter 


of the 27th inst. enclosing letter of Mr. Danby 
dated 26th inst. and-plan, and we regret ex- 
tremely that we are unable to agree to give 
you a portion of I. L. 1,381 on the terms sug- 
gested. 

We have decided to take over the whole of 
I. L. 1,38f as originally intended and would 
ask you to kindly arrange transfer, &c., with 
Messrs. Deacon and Hastings withont further 
delay.— We are, Dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

: GUBBAY, 
A. J. Raysmonn, 
A. J. Davip, — 


It may be observed again that, now that it is 
clearly a question of transferring the whole lot, : 


the trustees do not propose to send their archi- 


tect, to the defendant's architect, but ask that - 
the transfer should be arranged with their soli- . 


citors, Messrs. Deacon and Hastings..- 
The following is the final letter which passed 
between the parties -— __ 
Hongkong, 29th March,1897. 


Messrs. David Gubbay, |A. J. Raymond, A. J 


David. . 
Gentlemen,—In- reply to your letter just to 
hand, you will oblige by returning me Mr. 
Danby’s letter with the enclosures, and I re- 
gret I cannot reopen ‘the question after the de- 
cision we arrived at after a long discussion, in 
Mr. Dunby’s office—I am, Gentlemen, yours 
faithfully, c 
i BE. R. BExivios. 
The defendant is mistaken in speaking of a 
decision as having been arrived at at the meeting 
at Mr. Danby’s office, because at the. conclusion 


of -that meeting he oxpressly informed the -<- 


trustees that ‘nothing was settled.” . 
On the 30th March, 1897, the defendant for- 
warded to the trustees. through Mr. J. BR: 


Michael, a document, signed by himself, and 


embodying an agrvement to submit the. whole 


of the dispute to the award of an arbitrator, - 
but it was returned’ by Mr. Michael .with an ; 
intimation that the trustees said the thing was. 


left in the hands of their solicitor. 


The last document to which reference need. __ 
be made is a letter from Messrs. Deacon and: ° + 
Hastings, the plaintiffs’ solicitors, dated the lst). 
April, 1897, and addressed to the defendant. In =~ — 


this letter, Messrs. Deacon and Hastings, huving 
the correspondence. between the parties before 


them and having no doubt been fully instructed ~~. 


by their clients, treat the case, not as one of 


application for and purchase of l6t No. 1,381 by’ 
the defendant for and on behalf. of the com.” ~~ 
munity, but as one of a|binding contract to sell: : 


and purchase the lot, such contract. being :¢: 
pressed in:the letters of the parties bearing 


“o 


thé Sth March, 1897. 


aring date — 


February 26, 1898. } 


only be remarked that the evidence ‘to show /( 
that the Lot was purchased by the defendant 

as a trustee for the, community cannot have 

been very strong to |admit of its being mis- 

eppretincee by the lexperienced solicitors of 

the plaintiffs. 

I have now gone over the evidence and set 
out the documents in the case, so far as they 
appear to:me to be mortal. It will have been 
observed that I have devoted special attention 
to the documentary Amer becanse it appears 
to me that the decision of the case really turns 
upon the right understanding and interpreta- 
tion of-this evidence. I may recall the fact 
that the plaintiffs in the first instance rested 
their case npon this evidence alone: But they 
have drawn from iti conclusions which I am 

* unable to’accept. i | 

It may be convenient for me to state briefly 
the conclu ions of fact at which I have arrived. 
1 find that the defdndant applicd for Lot No. 
1,881 to be put up for-sale in order that he 
might become the legal and equitable owner of 
it; that he was not, in making the application, 
acting in any way as the agent or representative 
of the community; but that he was desirous of 
having the new synagogue erected on that lot 
and he therefore intended, in making the 
application, to give 'the community. the right 
or privilege of taking landfor that purpose. I 
am inclined to think'that his original intention 
was that this right or’ privilege should extend 
to the .whole of the lot. But soon after 
the application was made, he learned that 
two of his co-trustees were opposed to 
the synagogue being placed in that locality, 
and this opposition appears to have continued 
throughout the year|1896. * Moreover, the fin- 
ancial stitnation did not improve. By June, 
1896, the defendant would seem, on 4 considera- 
tion of these facts,|to have conceived serious 
doubts whether the community could take any 

' of the land or at any rate would be able to pay 
for more than a portion of it. Accordingly in 
that month he took measures to acquire the 
two lots above Lot No. 1,381, with the idea of 
utilizing the three léts as one block of land in 
the event of the community not taking any of 
Lot No. 1,381 or atiany rate of retaining the 

‘western portion of this lot in any event, so as 
to serve for the making of an approach to the 
upper lots. It was in these circumstances and 
with these intentions that he became the 
purchaser of the lower lot and subsequently of 
thetwoupperlots. Thelong delay which followed 
was caused by the inaction of the trustees, and 
T Believe that when the defendant began the 
correspondence of March, 1897, he was act- 
uated by the ideas and intentions which I have 
just mentioned. ~ 

There, is no difficulty in applying the law to 
this state of facts. It is not contended on the 
part of thedefendant that the Statute of Frauds 
affords a defence to the suit, and therefore it 
may be taken that no question arises as to the 
trust, if created, being sufficiently manifested and 
proved by writing. Apart from the defendant's 
letter of the Sth March, 1897, it is not 
alleged on behalf of the plaintiffs that the defen- 
dant has created a trust. co nomine, in the form 
and terms ofa trust, but itis contended that, with- 
out affecting to create a trust in words, he has 
evinced an intention which the Court will 

- effectuate through the medium of an implied 

trast. The rule on this subject is thus expressed 

. in a passage quoted by Mr. Pollock from the 

judgment of Bacon, V. C., in the case of 

Heartley v. Nicholson, L. R, 19 Eq. at p. 242 :— 

“Tt remains, therefore, only to be considered 

whether or not the testator did-in his lifetime 
constitute himself such a trustee. It is net 
necessary that the declaration of a trust should 
be in terms explicit.’ But- what I take the law 
to require is, that the donor should have evinced 
by acts which admit of no other interpretation, 
that he himself had ceased to be, and that some 
other pérson had become, the beneficial owner of 
the subject of the gift or transfer, and that stich 
legal right to it, if any, was held by. him in 

‘trust for the donee.” Now, if this principle is 

applied to the present case, I am of opinion that 
it cannot endure the test. So far from defen- 
dant evincing by acts which admit of no other 


E> 
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“the beneficial ownership of the land in favour 
of the community, I find that the evidence 
points the other way; that the beneficial owner- 
ship remained, together with the legal ownér- 


interpretation that he has divested himself of |. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


ship, in the defendant; and that the defendant 
did no more than hold out to the represen- 
tatives of the community that they could have 
the land, or.a portion of it, transfered to them if 
they desired if for the purposes, of the 
synagogue, and this only as a matter of favour 
and not of right. a 

Mr. Francis relied strongly upon the case of 
Rochefoucauld -v. Boustead, |1897], Ch. 196, 
as being in close analogy to the present case. 
There ‘the plaintiff asked the Court, znéeralia, 
for a declaration that the defendant had pur- 
chased as a trustee for her certain estates in 
Ceylon which had belonged. to her but had 
been brought to sale by the montgagee. 


-The case was heard before Kekewich, J., 


who held that the evidence did not show 
that the defendant had purchased the estates 
for the benefit of the plaintiff, and dismissed 
the action. The plaintiff appealed, and the 
Court of Appeal, taking 9 different view of the 
oral and documentary evidence in the case, came 
to the conclusion that the plaintiff had proved 
that the estates in question were conveyed to 
the defendant upon trust for her, and accord- 
ingly reversed the judgment. of the Court below. 
It will be seen that the’ decision in this case 
turned upon the question of what was the true 
effect of the evidence, and, without going in 
detail into that evidence, I may say thats careful, 
examination of it satisfies me that it is far 
strongerto establish a trust than is the evidence 
ib the present case. ; 
Charges were made on the one side and on 
the other at the hearing that the opposite 
parties were actuated by unworthy motives in 
pursuing the line of conduct which they had 
taken. It was said by the plaintiffs’ counsel 
that the motive cause of the defendant's be- 
haviour is to be found in the fact that land has 
appreciated in value in the neighbourhood of 
Kennedy Road, while on the other hand the 
defendant's counsel suggested that the plaintiffs 
had conceived the idea of ‘‘squeezing” the 
defendant by getting possession of the 
whole of Lot No. 1,38l°’and then making 
him- pay a high price for the . western 
postion of it, by way of securing an approach: 
to his two upper lots. I do not feel called 
upon to express any opinion upon the truth or 
otherwise of these several charges; Ihave not to 
deal with the moral aspects of the case, but 
only with the legal relations of the parties. 
Under ordinary circumstances the result of 
the views which I have now expressed would be 
that judgment would be directed to be entered 
for the defendant. But in the present instance 
a question was raised at the hearing as to 
whether the facts of the case would more 
properly support a decree for specific perform- 
ance than a declaration of trust, and, after 
some discussion, it, was ordered that, if it 
should thereafter be necessary and if they 
should be so advised, the plaintiffs should have 
leave to apply to amend the petition so as to 
make a case for specific performance. Such 
leave is accordingly granted, with the condition 
that if a summons for this purpose is bronght 
into Chambers within 14 days from this date, 
the question of judgment will stand over; if 
otherwise, on the expiration of that period, 
judgment will be entered forthe defendant, with 
his costs of suit. - 


J. W. CagRineton, C.J. 
12th February, 1898. 


18th February. 


CRIMINAL SESSIONs, 


BerorE Str JOHN CARRINGTON (CHIEF 
JUSTICE.) : 


THR INDIAN DRUGGING CASE. 
Hon. W.M. Goodman (Attorney-General ) 


said there was a case against three Indians of 
the Hongkong Regiment for administering a 
Mr. Robinson 
appeared for the defence. He azked his Lord- 


drug and committing a theft. 


ship to put the case over till next week. 


His Lordship said Mr. Wise-had kindly con- 
sented to take the remainder of the cases for trial. 

The Attorney-General said in this case three 
men were committed for trial, but he had 
exercised. discretion, and had resolved not to 
put the third man on trial, as there’ was not 
sufficient evidence tc support. the charge. He 


\ 
! 


asked that the prisdner be brought up and 
discharged. [O° 

The prisonér was brought up, and discharged 
by’ proclaniation. 

RETURNING FROM BANISHMENT, 

Ng Fuk was charged with returning from | 
banishment. ‘ 

He pleaded not guilty. 

The jurors empannelled were Messrs. B. K... 
Mehta, L. Borindoague, J. B. Duncan, L. Lam-: 
a J. Sutherland, W. Klose and G. W. Bin-. 

er. . 

Mr. J. T. da Silva did not appear when his - 
name was called as d juryman, and His Lord-. 
ship ordered him 1o Je summoned to make‘an 
explanation. 

Mr. J M. Remedios, when called as a juror, 
said his employer, Mr. G. R. Stevens, was ill, 
aud he was the only person in the office to at- 
tend to some work in connection with a steamer: 
leaving that morning. ; ; 

His Lordship excused him from attendance. - 

The hearing of the! banishment case was then 
commenced. - 

Tke prisoner was convicted, and was sentenced 
totwelve months imprisonment, with hard labour. 


19th February. 


VICTIMISING WOMEN. , 

Lam Sam, Yam Yan, and Li Cheuk wera 
charged with stealing a quantity of jewellery 
from a woman on ‘the 5th January. The 
prisoners, who were not defended, pleaded not 
guilty. Hon. W. M. Goodman (Attorney- 
General) prosecuted. |. ; ; 

‘The Attorney-General explained that the 
prisoners had preyed npon gullible women by 
pretending to have found a very valuable 
bundle of notes which they were anxious to 
deposit in consideration of securily in the shape 
of jewellery or inoney or both being left with 
them. In several cases women had fallen into | 
the trap and when it was too late had found , 
that the bundle was, valueless. In the present 
case the woman hadjhanded to the prisoners a 
pair of gold bangles, a gold finger ring, and 
one gold-waslied finger riug. 

‘ Two of the prisoners were found guilty of: 
stealing and one of unlawfully receiving. ‘The 
first two were sent to gaol for twelve months 
and the third for ning months with hard labour. 


BErore Mr. Justice WIse. 
. 2lst February. 

The abore named prisoners were also charged 
with another offence of a similar kind. 

‘They were found guilty and each was sent to 
gaol for two years with hard labour. 

_ THEFT FROM THE ROCKS. 

A Chinaman in the employment of the Dock 
Company was found guilty of stealing over 
$1,000 worth of brass fittings from the Cosmo- - 
politan Dock. 

He was sent to gaol for eighteen months 
with hard labour. 2 


q 
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: 22nd February. . 

Two Indians weré charged with administ r- 
ing a drug to an ex: private in the Hongkong 
Regiment. 

Mr.. Robinson explained that the first pri- 
soner, for whom he appeared, understood Hin- 
dustani very imperfectly, and it would therefore 
be necessary to get an interpreter other than. —. 
the Court interpreter. a 

‘His Lordship remarked that the prisoners 
made a statement at the Magistravy which was - - 
apparently interpreted all right. —- 

Mr. Robinson said he did, not ‘know until | 
that morning that there was a difficulty in ob-_- 
taining an interpreter, but probably Lieut. 

‘| Campbell, who was present in court, could 
assist them.. ie aes ; 

The Attorney-General said it was impossible -. 
to obtain an interpreter that day aud so the. case- + 
would necessarily have to be adjourned. _—_. - - 

After some further discussion Lieut. Cam 
bell said he would 
competent and im 
Regiment. : ae See & 

His Lordship, in adjourning the casa until to- 
morrow remarked that forty - summary cases 
were down for hearing,. but the criminal Ses- 
sions would have to be finished first, He was 
very sorry the jurymen had had their trouble: 
for nothing.. = {| - gee we 


= 


ie what he could to obtain'a | 
artial interpreter from the - 


Eccoplid hissed anesnrearansuersoogansaneesnereee tas ee 
f fa . : 
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HUNGKONG AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
CLUL.. 

“PERFORMANCE AT THE THEATRE ROYAL, 
On Saturday evening, 19th Feb., the Amateur 
Dramatic Club presented a double bill at the 
Theatre Royal, the opening piece being “ The Du- 
chess of Bayswater and Co.,” and thé second “ A 


Pantomime Rehearsal.” There was a very full 


- house and the large audience was kept in a 


* with complete success. 


state of almost incessant laughter throughout 
the wholé evening. The Club iu both pieces 
scored a distinct success and all who participated 
inany way in the production aro entitled to 
hearty congratulations. . 
™~€ The Duchess of Bayswater and Co.” is a 
comedietta in one act, and the cast was as 
follows :— 
Sir Jeremy Joles 
Hawkins. - 
Lieut. Bagnall- 
Wild, R. E. 
Mr. G. Balloch. 
Mr. H. W. Looker. 


Caryl Stubhs 7 


Duke of Bayswater ... 
‘Jenkyns ... 


Kathleen Joles.... Mrs. Bagnall- 
ep ; Wild. 

Duchess of Bayswater Mrs. V. A. Ceesar- 

, Hawkins. 


Sir Jeremy Joles is a coufirnied and petulent 


_ Valetudinarian with a lovely daughter, Kathleen 


Joles. Anattachment exists between this young 
lady and Caryl Stubbs, the son of a man who-had 
made a large fortune in tinued meats. The 
aristocratic prejutlices of Sir Jeremy constitute 


an obstacle to a union between his danghter- 


and a man whose fortune was derived from 


' trade. But in the health resort where they 


are staying the young Duke of Bayswater and 
is mother, the Duchess, make their appear- 
ance. The Duchess, having been left by the 
late Duke in straightened. circumstances with 
a voung family to provide for, has devoted her 
attention to trade and brought up her family 


in the same pursuit, for which the young Duke 


has developed a special aptitude. Here then is 
a chance for Miss Joles and young Stubbs. 
Let Sir Jeremy be introduced to the Duke 
and Duchess and convinced that trade is 
quite aristocratic and it is anticipated that, 
his objections to the tinned meat man may be 
overcome. The scheme is carried into execution 
The. old gentleman 
accepts the introduction effusively, but his 
nerves are soon racked by the boisterous energy 
with which the Duke presses on his attention 


. thesanitary clothing of the firm, their improved 


springs for his Bath chair, and their improved | 


everything, and in the end he is content to 
accept Caryl Stubbs as his son-in-law, in pre- 
ference to the Duke, .wWwLo had made love to 


Kathleen in a strictly business like way and pro-- 


posed a “ partuership.” : 

Mrs. Bagnall-Wild gave a charming re- 
presentation of the character of Kathleen Joles, 
and Mrs. Casar-Hawkins looked and acted the 
part of the Duchess to the life. Mr. V. A, 
Ceesar-Hawkins was completely successful as 
Sir Jeremy Joles, a part which calls for genuine 


acting. Lieut. Bagnall-Wild, R.E., gave a 


good representation of the lover, Caryl Stubbs, 
and never allowed the part to become insipid,-as 


lovers’. parts so often do. Mr. G. Balloch played 


the part; of the Duke of Bayswater with the 
necessary energy and rattled off the recom- 
mendations of his firm’s wares with great 
volubility. Mr. Looker was also satisfactory 
in the surall “part of Jenkyns, Sir Jeremy's 


“attendant. The piece was excellently staged, 


the acting uniformly good, and the audience 
testified its appreciation by ‘hearty applause. 
The second piece, “ A Pantomine Kehearsal,’’ 
is almost sufficiently explained by ils name. It 
is pure fun from beginning to end, relieved by 
one or two delightful dances, arranged, it is 


-hardly necessary to say, by Mv. G. A. Caldwell. 


The cast was as follows :— 
Jack Deedes - 


pee Mr. C. H. Grace 
Sir Charles Grandison 


Mr. G. Balloch 


Lord Arthur Pomeroy Mr. Ve A. Cald- 
. : + : we r 
Capt. Tom Robinson Surg.-Capt. Wat- 

‘ son, A.M.S. 

Mr. Deville, Q..C. 0. Lieut Nicholas, 

: BN. 


Mr. G. Grimble 
Mr. C. Lewis-Man- 
ning, R. N. 


Mr. Geo. Tvories 
The O’Opersootik 


Mr. V. A. Ceesar- |. 


— 
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Mr. P. Brewitt . 

Mr. E. Deacon 

Mr. R. W. Edwards 
R.N 


Lord Beauclere... ... 
Mr. St. John Plaice 
Mr. Power Fuller ... 


Tomkims ... 2.0... Mr. G. F, Noble 

Hon. Plunkett Gapp... Mr. H. W. Bird 

Tiady Victoria Gapp... Miss d’Almada 
e Castro’ 


Miss d’ Almada dos 
Remedios 

Miss Lily Euton-Belgrave Miss Murray Bain 

Miss Violet, Eaton-Belgyave Mrs. Grace 

Miss May Russell-Portman Mrs. Francis Clark 

Miss Rose Russell. Portman Miss d’Arcy An- 

‘derso 


Miss Evelyi Russell- Portman Mrs. Geo. Grimble 


Lady Margie Zine Gapp... 


Miss Bowen Robinson ... . Miss Mabel Seth. 
Miss Bouham Caine... ... - Miss“Aitken 
Lady Muriel Beauclere Mrs. Brewitt 


Jack Deedes having been requested to write a 
pantomime for performance by an amateur 
Company ~ has-, selected’ “Ihe “Babes in 
the Wodd”- as the subject, awd the ‘piece 
is under rehearsal, the author being 
driven almost frantic “by the absurd inep- 
titude of most of the .actors. 


cases have suggested numerous topical allusions. 
The parts of the Robbers are allotted to Lord 
Arthur Pomeroy and Capt. Tom Robinson, and 


the appearance of these gentlemen on the stage, 


particularly Mr. Caldwell, was. invariably the 
signal-for an outburst-of merriment. Mr. G. F. 
Noble made an imposing. looking footman, 
Sir Charles Grandison was the scene. painter, 
who wauted also to be an’ actor, and Mr: 
Ivories presided at the piano with his customary 
ability. ‘I'lie other male’ characters appeared 
only in the chorus or as “ supers.” — 
The musical items were as follows: . - ~ 


Opening Chorus, from ‘The Circus (irl” (intrndticed) 
Demons’ Chorus : . 


Duet, “Tweedledunt ‘and T weedledee ” (intro- 


. duced) vec... Miss Lily and Lord Arthur: 


Duet,... the “J iplomatic Fairies”, Miss Violet and 
oe ey «Miss May 

Song,... “A Simple Piece of String” (introdueed) .-. 
jams: Lady Muriel 


Duet, “DuddleOddle,” Miss Violet and Miss Evelyn 


Soug, “The Hoo Poo Bird”’................. Miss Lily 
Chorps and Solo, “Grand Soldiers’ March,” from 
: “Erminie”’ (introduced) 


’ Amongst the ladies we have to welcome the 
appearance of Mrs! Grace, who will prove a valu- 
able addition-to the nienibership of the Amateur 
Dramatic Club, possessing ak she does marked 
ability us an actress and a pleasing. voice, The 
duet between Mrs. Grace and Mrs. Grimble was 
one of the specially successful items of the 
evening and secured a very pressing encore, 
but a repetition was iiot vouchsafed. Another 
great success was Mrs. Brewitt's song “A simple 
piece of string,’ which was of conrse encored, as 
were also the duet and dance “ T'weedledum and 


Tweedledea ’ by Miss Bain and Mr. Caldwell 


and the solo by Miss Bain, which was 
rendered with great sweetness. The duet 
by Mrs. Clark’ and Mrs. Grace was also 


pleasingly rendered. Miss Aitken, Miss Mabel 
Seth, Miss d‘Almada e Castro, and Miss 
d‘Almada dos Remedios gave a skirt dance with 
limelight effects,;which was applauded to the 
echo and had to be repeated, and ata later staga 
the same young ladies gave what was termed a 
“folly dance,” in which they appeared in racing 
colours, and which also had to be repeated; It 
would be impossible to praise too highly the 
grace and skill displayed iu these dances, and 
the young ladies and Mr. Caldwell are to be 
heartily congratulated. A skirt dance was also 
given by Miss d’Arcy Anderson. The piece 
was brought to a close by the Soldier's March, 
the solo being taken by Mr. Balloch. 


It is not often that the Theatre Royal re- 
sounds with more hearty laughter than that 
evoked by “a Pantomime Rehearsal,” and the 
interest was well sustained to-the end, but it 
must be admitted that here and ‘there were little 
bits of “ business’ intended to be-comic which 
failed to “ catch on ” aud rather detracted from 
than ‘added to the general sprightliness of the 
production. Where the general level of excel- 
lance was so high it would be ungracious. to 
draw special attention to the few weak points, 

The performance was repeated on Monday 
and, excellent as was the first representation 


The dialogue is , 
bright aud witty and the Races and recent law 


{open to an accusation of partiality. 


[February 28, 1898. 


there was a marked improvement in both 
pieses on the repetition. 

The orchestra of the Hongkong Philharmonic 
Society, under the leadetship of Mr. G. P. Lam- 
mert, played solections dnring the intervals. — 


HONGEONG SA NITARY BOARD. 


Sp ee 

__ A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held at 
the offices on Thursday afternoon. Dr. J. M. 
Atkinson (Principal Civil Medical Officer) pre- 
sided and there were also present. Hon., F.. H. 
May (Captain Superintendent of Police), Dr: F. 
Clark (Medical Officer df Health), Mr. N. J. 
Ede,,.Mr. H. McCallum (Secretary). . 

<Y MINUIFES. 

Tho minutes of the last meeting were read 
and comfirmed. * 

THE MILK SUPPLY |OF THE -COLONY, 

The ‘following report by the Colonial Veterin- 
‘ary Surgeon was laid on ‘the table :— 

7: : Goverrtiment Offices. 
3lst January:: 

Sir,—In accordance with the request of the 
Board that I should furnish them with a report 
upon’ the milk supply of the colony “and more 
particularly as regards what becomes of the milk - 
which is collected in the.cow sheds owned by 
Chinese.and Indians,” I have the tonour to 
forward the following :— : 

‘The information which I supply to the Board 
has been carefully gathered during the current 
month and-afterwards checked aud I think may ; 
be relied upon, (See list attached). i 

From the manner in which all this milk is 
collected I should say it -wonld be very unwise 
to use any .of it unless previously boiled, and 
even then: should hesitate to do so because of 
the risk to health. that might arise from the * 
consumption of such tinid. .: . 

It. was at first my intention when submit- 
ting this. report to also attach'a list of the 
bacteriological (not chemical) analysis of the 
sample of milk -taken from each place, both 
Hiuropean ‘and native, but a3 this‘would involve 
a considerable amount of time and trouble I 
have now decided fo-send this in af once and to 
try to work out the bacteriological analysis at a 
later date, ‘ 

~Upon referencs to the attached list it will be 
seen that all three of the dairy farms have been 
buying milk “from these. native cow-sheds, one 
‘of them being indirectly supplied with milk 
from Canton; and.in future their customers 
would do well if in protection of their own 
interests they were.to insist upon a guarantee 
from ‘the dairy supplying them that they had 
altogether ceased from purchasing any milk 
whatever from outside sources. 

Should any consumer of. milk have doubts as 
to the purity of their supply. an application to 
me through you would receive strict attentiqn — 
and investigation—I have.the honour to be, | 
sir, your most obedient servant, 

~C. Vivian Lapps. 

The Secretary, Sanitary Board. . 

(‘The list referred toin the letter gave the 
names of the native milk sellers and their prin- 
cipal customers. ] 

The following minutes were attached to the 
report :— 

Mr. Epe—I take it that the object of publica- 
tion is to caution the public against usiug all 
milk, and I suggest that the Board should 
forthwith make it publicly known that a con- 
siderable quantity of unwholesome milk is being 
sold aud that consumers having doubts as to 
the purity of their supply may apply to the . 
Colonial Veterinary Surgeon, who will investi- 
gate. - The public can itself take steps to protect, - 
itself. I do not think we can write to the three 
duiry farms only without leaving ourselves 
When 
the information is made known as I ‘suggest 
above the dairy farms can if they please apply. 
to the Sanitary Board for anything they wish 
to know as to the supply from native sources, 
T see no objections to informing the naval and 
miliary authorities confidentially of the state 
of things. : : 

The MepicaL OFrFicer oF Heattu—I 
think the best course would be for the secretary 
to write to the dairy companies in the sense of 
the President's minute of the 3rd inst. and also 
to the naval aud military authorities, and if after - 
an interval of a month the Colonial Veterinary . 
Surgeon reports that no change has been made 


. a8 he states the public should be put on their 


! 


_—I do not see what locus we have in writing 


-supply of the colony. 


city of Bombay 1,779 cases of plague, 1,759 of 


_ the rafe was 23.4, as compared with 17.8 for 


February 26, 1898] 


by these companies in their method of doing 

business the whole correspondence should be 

laid on the table at a public Board meeting. 
The Capratn SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPOR?. 
FIRE ON THE “ESMERALDA.” 
es ‘ . } 
Within a short time of the departure from 


Manila of the China and Manila steamship 
Company'ssteamer Esmeralda (Messrs. Shewan, 


as suggested. I recommend laying Mr. Ladds's 
report on the table and leaving the public to 
protect itself. ; ‘ 

‘The Drrector OF PUBLIC WorKs—I agree 
with the first part of the Medical Officer of 
Health’s minute. Future action to be discussed 
hereafter. 

The Prresrpent—Mr. [adds, I.am_in- 
formed, is quite sure of his facts and if this is 


out’ on board whicl: -destreyed three thousand 
bags of sugar. The fire, thé origin of which is 
unknown, broke out in the after hatch of the 
vessel about six p.m.on the 11th instant, and 
the first intimation of it was given by the smoke 
which issued from the hold. Signals-of distress 
were at orice shown-and in a short time a party 
of men from a Spanish man-of-war in the harbour 
and two floating fire engines were alongside the 
steamer. While assistance was being obtained 
the crew of the Esmeralda took prompt 
measures to prevent the fire from spreading, 
but their task was rendered very difficult indeed’ 
by the thick, blinding volumes of smoke which 
filed the hold. ‘The crew _ resolutely stuck 
to their work ‘and with the aid of .the 
men from the Spanish man-of-war and the fire 
boats they succeeded in extinguishing the 
flames after about two hours’ work, Most of 


guard against the possible pollution of their 
milk. I suggest that the Board write to the 
three dairy farms and inform them that it has 
come to its knowledge 'that they are supplying 
milk from Chinese cow-sheds to their consumers 
and to point out that as this may be polluted 
the Board recommends that all the milk issued: 
by them should be from their several farms. 
After the minutes had been read the PrE- 
SIDENT said—TI move that these-papers containing 
the report of the Colonial Veterinary Surgeon 
and the minutes of the members of the Board, 
be laid on the table. I think it is only right 
that the public-should be placed on its guard 
pgainst any possible contamination of the milk 


was pumped into the hold, hundreds of bags of 
sugar being completely saturated. The fire 
delayed the vessel's departure for twenty-four 
“hours. On arriving in'Hongkong she proceeded 
to the Kowloon Wharf,. where the cargo was 
Mr. EDE seconded. discharged. 
Carried, 


PLAGUF IN BOMBAY. 
Official returns showed that from the 19th 
January to the Ist February there were in the 


HO\GKONG LACES. 
———#—- -- ; 
OFF-DAY.—SATURDAY, 19TH FEBRUARY. 
The weather on Saturday was anything but 
pleasant, a drizzling rain falling at intervals. 
during the afternoon; but notwithstanding these 
unfavourable conditions a large attendance has 
to be recorded—in fact a record concourse for 
an off day. The rain which fell on Friday night 
made heavy going aud towards the end of the 
day’s raciug the course was cut up in places. 
The card contained nine events including a 
scramble race for sailors, and the racing. fur- 
nished some exhilarating sport.. The race for 
‘the Yenesei Cup was one of the-best during the 
day, Beechwood winning a keenly contested race 
in gallant style. The time-honoured steeple- 
chase, although it practically developed into a 
match between the first two, gave an opportunity 
to Mufti to show his-splendid properties as a 
steeple-chaser. Handled in experienced style by 
Mr. Cruickshank the pony cleared every ‘fence 
with an easy and sure leap and took the water 
jump without a splash and with several feet 
in hand.- His last jump over the brook 
on the run home was really clever and was 
loudly cheered by those who witnessed it. “In 
this race the Vicar fell twice at the water jump 
and threw his rider on each occasion, but with a 
gameness which did him credit Mr. Bruce each 
time regained his saddle with alacrity and looked 
like getting a place when his pony again came 
down atthe pond. . ‘The programme concluded 
with a sailors’ race, showing that, notwith- 
standing ‘“Outsider's” irony, the bluejacket 
had not been entirely forgotten. The 
last event, as in former years, was set 
aside for Jack’s amusement exclusively, and he 
thoroughly enjoyed himself in his new réle and 
at the same time afforded no little amusement 
to the spectators. Only one “spill” occurred, 
Northcote ‘being thrown abont 2U0 yards from 
the starting post. With this exception the 
tars handled their ponies in creditable style 
and got every bit of rnuning out of them, 
the result being a desperate finish and a 
most exciting win by only half-a length 
with the third coming great guns a length 
and a half away. On the whole the race- 
ing was good, fairly good fields turning. out 
for each event, One jockey displayed a peculiar 
style of horsemanship which was disastrous in its 
application.. On the fajl of the flag on each oc- 
casion he give the pony its head and clutched 
its mane half way up the neck; the result was that 
his mounts always went. away absolutely uncon- 
trolled and made the running for the field, and 
by the time the hill was reached the pony had 
shot his bolt and practically dropped out of the 
race. Probably the vider was trying the latest 
American “ distribution ‘of -weight ” dodge, but 
if so it proved an utter failure in this case. 
Following are details of the :acing :— _ 
The “BreEcHWoop "Cor; presented ; second 
pony to receive 70 per cent. of the entrance 


them being fatal. 
A CASE FOR COMPENSATION, 

‘The MEpical OFFICER or HEALTH reported 
that he had ordered the confiscation and de- 
struction of rice and sugur of the value of 882. 
which: were seized in a Chinese shop at 46, 
Third Street, where two cases of plague occur- 
red. The premises were in a very dirty condi- 
tion. He recommended that the owner be com- 
peusated for the loss of his property. 

It was resolved to forwurd the letter to the 
Colonial Secretary with the request that com- 
pensation be granted, 

MORTALITY STATISTICS. 

For the week ended the 12th February the 
death rate was 23 per 1,000 per annum, as 
against 19.1 for the corresponding period of 
last year.: For the week ended 19th February 


the corresponding week of last year. 
ADJOURNMENT, 
. The Board adjourned until Thursday ‘week. 


FHE CHINA LOAN, 
——>—__—_——_ » 
TO BE [8SUED ON THE LONDON MARKET. 
We learn from official sources thatChina 
has concluded a loan-of £16,000,000 at 44 per 
cent, with the Hongkong.and Shanghai and the 
German Asiatic Banks. Each Bank will con- 
tribute half the-loan, which will be issued on 


the Loudon market in the course ofa few days. 


THE * POWEKFUL'S” ENGINES. 


; —————_— . 

It has been known for some time past that the 
engines of H.M.S. Powerful had not given that 
complete satisfaction which is expected by the 
naval authorities, and that the vessel was. not 
80 speedy as she was intended to be. When 
she arrived in Hongkong certain alterations and 
repairs were made and the vessel wént out for a 
steam trial two or three days ago, but even then 
the engineers were unable to get the required 
speed out of her. It seems that the real cause 
of the failure is a slight but of course serious 
sinking of the port engine, which therefore has 
lost much ofits power, the consequence being 
that instead of being able to steam at 26 knots 
an hour her maximum speed is only 22 knots—a 
considerable decrease. Wo understand that it 
will be necessary for the Powerful to return to 
England before the defect can be remedied. 
She has been loaded with coal and leaves for the 
North on Tuesday. 


AM. 8. Plover, Lieut, de H. orsey, returned to 
Singapore from Borneo on the 9th February, 


after the successful e iti inst th 
Missin 


Tomes and Co., general managers), a fire broke |. 


the damage was done by the sea water which | 


| unable to improve his position, Dogoni Wetr 


Mr. G. H. Potts's Whirlwind, Ilst 1b . 2 


_Mr. M. Leon’s Glaneur, 10st 12ibs 


153 
fees; third 30 per cent.; for all beaten sub- 
scription griffins of this season, 1897-98; 

. placed ponies penalised 7 Ibs.; entrance $10. 
One mile. 
Mr. G. H. Potts’s White Heather, IIst 5ibs 
(Mr. Davies) J 
Mr. Jay's Carlton, 12st 2lbs...(Mr. Burkill): 2 
Mr. Bobjack's Chaffinch, 10st 12lbs........, 
. ; (Mr. P. A. Cox) 8 
Mr. Hart Buck's Ingoldsby, 10st 13lbs...... 
(Owner)- 0 
The ponies were got away to a. fairly good 
start. White Heather cut out the running 
and looked all over a winner. Judging his 
field well Davies brought his mount along and 
won comfortably. 


The Visirors' Cup; value $300; presented ; 
first pony to receive $250 ; second, $50 ; third, 
the entrance fees; for all beaten ponies at 
this meeting ; weight for inches as per scale; 
‘placed ponies 5ths. extra; griffins of this sea- . 
son allowed 5tbs. ; subscription griffins of this 
season allowed 1Oths. ; entrance $5 ; fourth day 
‘winners barred. -One mile and a quarter. 

Mr. Tin Wo's Dogoni-wetr, list 3lbs......... 

(Mr. Cruickshank) 

Mr. Bobjack’s Solitaire, 19st 7lbs ..........., 

. (Mr. P. A. Cox) 
Mr. H. Edgar's Castanet, lIst 9lbs...... . Ss 
. (Mr. Bucknall) 

Mr. Derick-Hunter’s Blue Fire, Llst 1lb ... 

: ; * (Mr. Burkill) 

Mr. Hart Buck's Oliver, 10st 7lbs...(Owner) 
Dagoni Wetr got away with a length and 

brought the field along at rattling pace to the 

hill when Castanet and Solitaire closed on the 
leader. At the village Solitaire, who had taken 
second place, challenged Dogoni Wetr but was 


oolhUWwWlUNC 


winning by two lengths. Time, 2 mins, 53 secs. 

The “Locum TENENS” Cup; presented by 
Major-General Wilsone Black, c.B.; for snb- 
scription griffins of this season that have not 
won or been placed second in any race during 
the meeting including the fourth day ; weight 
for inches as per scale; entries $5 to go to 
the second pony. Three quarters of a mile. - 
Five to start or no race. 


tear 


. (Mv. Bucknall) 1 
Mr. Bobjack’s Chaffinch, 10st 12Ibs ......... 
Mr. P. A. Cox) 
Messrs. McKie and Gove's Beachcomber, 
1st 10lbs oo. (Mr. Burkill) 
(Baron Foy) 
Mr. lerick-Hunter's Shetland, lst Lb...... 
(Mr. Cruickshank) 
Mr. Derick-Hunter’s Prior’s Wood, 10st 91b 
: (Mr. Davies) 
Mr. Wayfoong’s Rupee, 10st 12lbs ............ 
: (Mr. McLachlan) 0 
The ponies were despatched to a fair start, 
Beachcember getting away with a slight 
advantage. A hot race ensued down the 
straight, Whirlwind winning by a neck; good 
third. Time, 1 min. 434 secs, | ; 
The Marroos’ CHAMPIONS; first prize, $25; 
second prize, $15; third prize, $5; for winners: 
only; weight 10st; entrance $5. One mile an 
a quarter. 
Mr. Hopeful's Orwell, 10st ......... (Hoosain) 1 
Messrs. McKie & Gove's Glenmore, 10st...... 
(Ah Ping) 2 
(Old Man) 3 
Orwell went away with a lead of a length, 
with Kenneth next and Glenmore three lengths 
away last. This order was maintained until 
coming up the hill the second time, when 
Glenmore closed up. and on nearing the 
-village went into second place.” He could not . 
overtake Orwell, however, who entered the - 
straight with three lengths in hand, which‘he _ 
gradually: increased on the run home, winning... 
comfortably by abont ten lengths. Time,2 mins, 
50 secs. ee 
The Honaxone STEEPLECHASE CuP; for-all ; .= 
China ponies ; aes winners of 4 eteeple- - 


i = 


Mr. John Peel’s Kenneth, 10st 


“chase 7 ibs. extra ; entrance $5 to go to second. 
pony ; over a course selected by the stewards; 
five to start or no race, : te. 

Mr. John Peel’s Mufti, 11st 4]bs PT rece ies 
(Mr. Cruickshank): .1--: 

| Mr. Leon’s Glendubh, 10st 9lbs (Baron Foy): 2. 

Mr. West York’s Sport, 11st 4lbs~ 30:00:00. 7 

“”. (M, Bucknall) 3 


a T 
Mr. T. H. Whitehead'’s Kingscote, llst...... 
x . (Capt. Burney) 
es Mr, T. H. Whitehead’s Vicar, list 1llbs ... _ 
a (Mr. Bruce) 0 
' .G@lendubh started with a clear lead, Sport 
being second. At the second fence Sport and 
Kingscote refused, and at the water jump the 
Vicar fell and threw his rider.. ‘I'he race then 
: practices developed into a match between 
: ufti and Glendubh. Mufti, taking the ob- 
stacles in splendid style, went away after 
negotiating the water jump and, keeping the 
race in hand, won comfortably. _ ; 
The “ YENISEL” Cup; value $250; presented 3/ 
* gecond pony to rective the entrance fees; for 
all beaten griffins at this meeting ; weight for 
inches as per scale; allowances :—unplaced 
_ Derby griffins 5 tbs., unplaced subscription 
griffins ¢ ibs.; entrance $5; fourth day winners 
tor barred, “One mile and a half. 
ay Messrs. McKie & Gove's Beechnut, 10st 7!b 


0 


(Mr. Burkill) 
The Neighbours’ The Unknown, 10st 12Ibs 
: . (Mr. Davies) 2 
Mr. Bobjack's Solitaire, 10st 7lbs .. ......... 
(Baron Foy) 3 
Mr. Hart Buck's Oliver, 10st 7lbs (Owner) 0 
Mr. Dryasdust’s Countersignu, 10st 13lbs... 
: (Mr. Bucknall) | 0 
Mr. West York's Buckingham, 1Cst 7lbs .. 
- (Mr. MacLachlan) 0 


Buckingham jumped out from a good start 
and brought the field along pntil passing the 
stand for (the first, time, having a lead of two 
lengths. The*ponies then a@sed on the leader 
and at the village Oliver and Beechnut came 
away, Oliver entering the straight first. A 
capital race home ensued, Beechwood winning 
by a length aud a half; Time, 3 mins. 56 secs. 
The “JouHNn PEEL” Cup; preseuted; second 

pony to receive the eatrance fees; for ponies 

that have ran.and not won a race; weight for 
inches as per scale ; ponies that raced before 
this meeting 5 ibs. extra; subscription griffins 
of this meeting allowed 10 ths., all unplaced 
ponies duriog this meeting allowed an addi- 

Foti 7% ths.; fourth day winners barred, and 

placing to count against allowances ; entrance 

$5. One mile. : ; 
Mr. G. H. Potts’s Toesin, 11st 2lbs.....0....., 
(Mr. Cruickshank) 


ares 1 
Mr. Edgar's’ Castanet, list 9lbs 


. (Mr. Bucknell) 

- «.: Mr. Dryasdust's Bickleigh, L1st 3lbs......... 

Hee _ (Mr. Marshall) 

Ph Mr. Derick-Hunter's Fortunatus. 1st lbs 

7 (Mr. Hart Buck) 

_ Mr, Hopefal's Orinoco, LOst 10lbs........:... 

Mr. McLachlan) 

Mr. Westfield's Desperation, 10st 13lbs...... 
: a (Mr. Davies) 

Mr. Edgar's Tantivy, 10sti3lbs (Mr. Bretton) 0 

: -- .. Qrinoco led at the start but was soon over- 

Po taken by Tocsin, who maintained a slight lead 

if unti] the village was reached, with Bickleigh 

Ls close-up: second. On entering ‘the straight 

-_ Castanet’ came with a tremendous dash and 

iz overhauled Tocsin and looked like winning, but 

: a few yards from home he was challenged by 

‘Yocsin, who won a splendid race by three lengths. 

Time, 2 mins. 15 secs. 

The Marroos’ Racsé; first prize, $20; second 
prize, $10; third prize, $5, for all “beaten 
ponies; weight 0st. entrance §5. Once 

* Round. : 


2 
3 
0 
0 

0 


Mr. Dryasdust’s Outpost............. ...(Mai) 1 

Mr. Lintom's Slander ................. (Yo Su) 2 
sigan esete (Old Man) 3 

Messrs. McKie and Gove's Beachcomber ... 

, ’ (Ah Ping) 0 


- Slander made the running to the straight 

when he was overtaken by Outpost who won a 

_ capital race by half a length. Time, 2 mins. 
-, OF sec.: ; ; 

‘BarLors’ Race; first prize, $25; second, $15; 
third, $10:- Once Round. : 

oh Seven men-of-wars-men were mounted for 

vas, - this race and‘a really good finish resulted, 

ie ' Jeffries, the rider of the winner, getting home 

oc - by half‘a length, whilst only a length and a half 

fivided second and third. Steele rode the second 

-and J; Clarke the third. 


| = . Mr. John Peel's Mufti 
| 
{ 
i 


— The China Provident Loan and Mortgage 
~ Co., Limited, has been floatéd. Messrs. Shewan, 

° Yomes & Co. are the General Managers. The 
“ -eapital is $1,000,000 divided into 100,000 shares 
~ o£ $10 each, $5 being called up. 
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HONGKONG AND WHAMPOA DOCK 
COMPANY, LIMITUD, 


_—_ +> 

The ordinary yearly meeting of shareholders 
in the Hongkong and. Whampoa! Dock Co., 
Limited, was held on 21st Feb. in the office of 
the Compuny. There were present: Messrs J. H. 
Lewis (Chairman), Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving, G. 
Tee Dodwell, C. van Buren, C. Beurmann, A. 
Haupt (Directors), D. Gillies (Manager), T. 1. 
Rose (Secretary), G. Murray Bain, Hart Buck, 
A. Coutts, F. Dodwell, F. Henderson, G. de 
Champeaux, W. G. Winterbarn. R. Mitchell, 
T. Arnold, P. Jordan, and J. R. Michael. - 

The Secretary read the notice convening 
the meeting. 

The CHalzpMAN—Gentlemen, the report and 
statement of- accounts having been in your 
hands for some days, we will with your per- 
mission taken them as read. The gross 
earnings for the six months compare favourably 
with those of recent years, but the net returns 
although very satisfactory are not quite so good 
owing to the class of work on which we were 
employed being of a less remunerative nature, 
bat notwithstanding the reduction in our net 
profit, the directors are pleased to find them- 
selves.in a position to r.commend the payment 
of the usual dividend of 8 per cent. and a bouns 
of 4 per cent. to the shareholders, that a bonus 
of $20,000 be paid to contributing shareholders, 
that 341,941.67 be written from the value of the 
of the Kowloon and Cosmopolitan properties, 
and carry forward to new account the balance, 
$107,284.73, and the Board trust the appropria- 
tion recommended will meet with your approval. 
At our last half yearly meeting you were ad- 
vised by the Chairman that we had invested 
$100,000 in the Humphreys’ Estate und Finance 
Company's Mortgage Debentures bearing 6 
per cent. interest ; the iacome bowever from this 
source has been more than absorbed by interest 
on our overdraft from the Bank, thus leaving 
a small balance of 8484/62 to the debit of in- 
terest acconnt, the overdraft being required 
to meet the large amount necessary for the 
pes of the new extension of land at Hung- 

om and in other improvements at both docks. 
You were also advised by the Chairman at our 
last meeting that in consequence of the steady 
increase from year to year of the general busi- 
ness of the Company, it was found imperative 


to muke large additions to our workshops and |- 


plant. These improvements are being carried 
ont as fast as circumstances will permit, and you 
will observe in the statement of accounts that we 
have spent on Kowloon Docks during the last six 
months $95,838.26 and on the Cosmopolitan Dock 
$21,103.41 in providing the increased facilities 
so much required. The new articles of asso- 
ciation have been prepared and are now in the 
hands of the printer ; it was the intention of the 
Board to have hed them approved and adopted 
at this meeting; but as they could not be got 
ready in time it will now be necessary to call a 
special meeting for that purpose of which dué 
notice will be given. All our establishments 
during the month of Jannary have been fully 
employed, and I am pleased to inform you that 
not only have our gross earnings been very 
large but the net profit is also most satisfactory. 
Therefore we may consider ourselves fortunate 
in commencing another six months under such 
favourable auspices. - . 

There being no questions, the CHAIRMAN pro- 
posed the adoption of the report and passing of 
‘the accounts. 

Mr, Murray Bain—Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen, I have great pleasure in seconding 
the proposition just made by our Chairman, the 
adoption of the reports and passing of the ac- 
counts as presented. After the clear and concise 
statement made by the Chairman, it appears to 
me unnecessary to add anything. Cougratula- 
tions are very easy and very pleasant, and we 
may, safely congratulate ourselves upon not 
only the working of the half-year, but upon 
the prospects for the future. I would like 
to add one remark concerning the policy of 
the Board in writing down. In a Com. 
pany like this, any reserve fund, of course, is 
out of the question. 
Company can only be.done by writing off, and, 
personally, as an investor pure and simple, I 
should have preferred writing down being car- 
ried a little further, and begun a little earlier. 
Weall know that in vast concerns like the Dock 


The strengthening of the 


- Company improvements are required, additions 
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are needed, and repairs to the works are also re- 


| quired ; and I think, and believethat most of my 


fellow shareholders jagree with. me, thatthe - 
strengthening of the Company in this way (al- —_- 
though it is a very small proportion this year), ~~ 
should be carried on, and that pure investors: 
will back up the Directors in their policy of - 
writing down. With these remarks, I beg to 
second the adoption of the report and.passing _— 
of the accounts, (Applause). - : 

The CHaIRMAN—We are very pleased to hear 
that the course we have adopted of writing down 
property has met withithe approval ofshareholders _ 
generally,and wecan assure youthat inthe future 
we will not lose sight of the fact that we must 
strengthen our position as circumstances admit. 

The report was adoptéd and accounts passed, 

Mr. F. HENDERSON proposed the re-election 
of Mr. J. H. Lewis and Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving 
as Directors. 

Mr. CHAMPEAUX seconded. - 

Carried. 

Mr. Coutts proposed the confirmation of 
A. Haupt as a director. 

Mr. ARNOLD seconded. 

Carried. 

‘Mr. R. MitcHeLt proposed the re-election 
of Mr. Thomas Arnold and ¥x.:S. G. Bird as 
auditors. : 

Mr. JORDAN seconded. ; 

Carried. . 

The CHAaAIRMAN—That concludes the busi- . 
ness of the meeting.’ We are very much 
obliged to you for your attendance. Dividend 
warrants will be ready to-morrow. — - . 


HONGKONG AND KOWLOON: 
WHANF AND GODOWN 
CO., LIMITED, . 


—_+———-__.. . 
The eleventh ordinary annual meeting of the 
Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and Godown 
Company, Limited, was held on 22nd Feb. at the © 
Company's office. Hon. J. J. Bell-Itving 
presided and there were also present—IMesérs. 
H. Ritchie, E. 8. Whealler, G. D. Boning, 
C. S$. Sharp, C, Beurmann, A. J. Raymond, A.- 
Ross, D. Gubbay. N. A. Siebs (Directors) ; 1. 
Osborne (Secretary), G. C. Cox, R. C. Wilcox, 
PR. Jordan, E, Georg, G. B. Dodwell, F. 
Dodwell, J. Goosmann,’ Granville Sharp, Ho. 
Tung, and Ho Fook , 
The SECRETARY 
the ineeting. : 
The CHArrMsN—Gentlemen, the report and - 
accounts for the past year have been in your 
hands for some days, and with your 
permission we will take them as read. The 
business of the company for 1897, taken as a. 
whole, shows improvement on previous years; 
but we find that year by year as Hongkong 
becomes less a centre of trasshipment to other 
ports our receipts “t this, a more profitable 


aaa the notice convening 


class of work, diminishaccordingly. Thefalling - 
off. it is true, is mor than compensated for by 
new and extended business in other directions, 
but the substituted work is of a nature which 
shows small profit and entails proportionately 
greater work and expense. Apart from storage, 
almost the whole of this increased business has, 

it may be said, been wrested from Chinese com- 
petitors, and itis gratifying to know that in spite 
of the cevere, and I might almost add unfair, 
competition, to which we are subject, we have, 
with the exception of one class of cargo, re-— 
tained in our hands everything thus acquired. © 
This exception, viz.|the handling ahd storage 
of coal, is a subject which has engaged the 
attention of your directors, but wei find it: 
impossible to improye matters to-any- extént, 
for the reason that a public company cannot 
resort to these subtle expediencies by means of 
which others, in the same line of business, 
appear to command so large a measure of 
success. The new West Point godowns, not- 
withstanding the low rates for storago accepted. 
elsewhere, have been kept profitably: filled, and 
in order to extend business relations with.our - - 
Chinese supporters] we, ave erecting further ~~ 
accommodation on the land recently occupied 
by the transit shed. As regards the Wan- 
chai godowns, which you will recollect were 
leased in 1896, T have only to remark.that the 
results have so far fully justified.the action of 
your Board in acquiring them.’Turning toa — -- 
source of revenue which-it may. bé-urged:is 
searcely..within the scope-. of. the company’s ~. 
operations, you will observe jt: stated -in ‘the. 
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“report that we have made farther additions to 


the Chinese houses at Kowloon. A very few 
. years ago, the land on which’ these houses 
stand, and which comprises 19,248 square feet, 
was waste ground yielding nothing. It is now 
bringing in a nett yearly rental of $4,800, 
which, capitalised at 8 per cent, makes the pro- 
rty worth $60,000. The company owns 
26,553 feet of ground adjoining these houses, 
and it will be the policy of your Board to 
develop this portion of your property in a 
-similar manner, so that should the necessity 
arise, it can be utilised towards the repayments 
of the debentures, and this too without seriously 
interfering with the Company's business. The 
assets of the company, I may again remind you, 
stand in our balance sheet at a very low figure 
—the tuildings and other moveable property at 
less then the cost of replacing (hem, whilst the 
land figures at considerably below ‘its market 
value to-day. With regard to the-compauy's 
indebtedness, outside of deLentures, the amount 
-of which has gradually increased of late years, 
the ‘whole of the money, I may mentiop, has 
“been spent in new buildings and other additions 
to the company’s assets, all of which are of a 
remunerative character. You will notice a large 
sum has been spent in repairs and improvements 
during the past. year, and it has been suggested 
that some explanation of this may be 
advisable in |view of the statement in 
our report for 1895 that $25,000 was estimated 
to cover the expenditure for the following year, 
and that no exceptional outlay would be neces- 
. sary for some time to come, The explanation 
is, that the $25,000 applied more especially to 
- wharves, and on reference to what I stated at 
our meetings in 1896 and 1897, you will find 
that my. remarks on the subject of repairs ren- 
dered this more clear. Since then, however, it 
has been found necessary to overhaul the go- 
down roofs very. extensively, and rebuild that 
“of No. 10 godown. Also owing to ravages of 
white ants, which caused during past years 
serious damage to cargo, we have had to 
cement the floor and. at the sume time to raise 
the level of A/B godown. Many ‘of these so- 
called repairs might properly. be charged to 
the first cost of the buildings, inasmuch as 
they are the outcome of converting rough 
coal-sheds into godowns suitable for the ac- 
commodation of valuable goods. The item for 
repairs with such perishable properly as wocden 
wharves, tramways, Jannches and lighters must 
of necessity always occupy a prominent position 
in, our annual: expenditure, but we hope, for 
some tine at least, to keep it at very much less 
than during the last few years, and should you 
approve @ continuance of the policy of transfer- 
ring $15,000 annually from working account 
towards repairs—the balance at credit of depre- 
ciation and répairs account will, I anticipate, 
shew a satisfactory increase. It does not 
occur to me to make any further remarks, but 
before moving the adoption of the teport and 
.,accounts I shall be pleased to answer any ques- 
“tion that you may wish to ask, 

There being no questions, the CHAIRMAN 
proposed the adoption of the report and passing 
of the accounts.” pS 

Mr. WiLcox—I beg to second the adoption 
of the report and accounts. I am sure we bave 
all heard-with very much interest the lengthy 

speech of.the Chairman, and are gratified to find 
that the prospects of the company are so good. 
Shareholders, I am sure, will join with me in 
satisfaction at the increased dividend. (Hear, 
hear.) We hope it may go on and improve, but 
Iam sure we do not wish to see it increase at 
the expense of the welfare «f the- company. 
(Hear, hear.) The fund for repairs and renewals 
ought to be kept up, and I think that that is 
the best plan for putting the company ona firm, 
sound basis, so that we may not be suddenly 

’ surprised at a demand for a very heavy sum in 
the shape of repairs. Ihave great pleasure in 
seconding the report. 

Carried. 2 - 

Mr “Ho Foox proposed that Messrs. A. J. 
“Raymond, G. D. Boning, and D. Gubbay be 
’ eoufirmed as Directors. . 

- Mr. Witcox seconded. | 
‘Carried. 

‘Mr. Ho Tune proposed that Messrs A. Ross 

and (©. S. Sharp be re-elected directors for the 
~ ensuing year. , : 

- -Mr. GoosMANN seconded. 

' Carried. ; 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Mr. GRANVILLE SHARP proposed the re- 
election ef Messrs F. Henderson and W. H. 
Potts as auditors. ; 

Mr. GEORG seconded. 

Carried. a 

The CHatRMAN—That concludes the business 
of the meeting. I have only toinform you that 
dividend warrants will be posted this afternoon. 

: pillchie rabid hah Ohad ech ald 


HONGKONG HOTEL CO, LIMITED. 


a 

The ordinary meeting of shareholders in the 
Hongkong Hotel Co., Limited, was held at the 
Hotel on 2lst Feb. at noon. Mr. W. Parfitt 
preaded and there were also present: Messrs. 

. C. Wileox, E. Osborne (Directors), C. 
-Mooney (Secretary), E. Georg, W..H. Gaskell, 
T. Howard, D. Macdonald, Capt. F. D. God- 
dard, Ho Tung, §. A. Joseph, J. Fredericks, 
Wong Kam Fuk, Lo Chung Shin, &c. 

The Secretary read the notice calling -the 
_meeting. . 

The CHAIRMAN—Gentlemen, as the report 
and accounts have béen in your hands since 
Thursday last. I will, with your permission, take 
them asread. The half year we are now re- 
viewing has been, on the whole, a-fairly satis- 
factory one for the Hotel. The following de- 
partments show increased receipts as compared 
with those for the corresponding six months of 
1896:—Board and lodging (monthly) an increase 
of 23 per cent.; board and lodging (daily), 25 per 
cent, ; meals to persons not resident in the Hotel, 
°26 per cent.; wine room and bars 48 per cent. 
On the other hand the wages account shows a 
.considerable increase, as also do the coal and 
fire insurance bills. It is satisfactory to note 
the much improved receipts from the sale of 
liquors, tut. unfortunately the laying down cost 
of these articles has increased at a higher rate 
than that of the additional sales. In August 
last we paid to Government the fourth instal- 
ment due on the Jand now in course of reclama- 
tion in front of the hotel building, and there 
remains only a sum of $2,746.62 payable on 
this account. The hotel is now, I am pleased 
to say, fairly well provided with furniture of all 
kinds, and 1 trust it may not be again necessar 
to spend in any one year on renewals as muc 
as has heen absolutely necessary during 1897. 
The exterior of the building is in need of 
colour washing and painting and the work 
will be probably taken in hand at the commence- 
ment ot the next dry season. The receipts 
during the current half year have so far been 
maintained, and the Directors hope that the 
profits to the Company may exceed those of 
former years, notwithstanding the fact that at 
the pe time the difference between the 
purchase and selling prices of so many articles 
is so wnuch less than it was inthe days of a more 
favourable exchange. Before proposing the 
adoption of the report and accounts, I shall be 
pleased to reply to any questions which any 
shareholder present may wish to put. 

No questions being asked, the CuaIRMAN 
moved the adoption of thé report and acconnts. 

Mr. Ho Twna seconded. ee 

Carried unanimously. i) 2 

Capt. GoppakD proposed and .Mr. JosePu 
seconded the re-election as Directors of Messrs. 
Parfitt and Osborne, | - - 

- Carried. . , - 

Mr. GEoRG proposed the re-election of the 
auditors, Messrs. W. H. Potts and W. H. 
Gaskell. : ; : 

Mr. MacLona.p seconded. 

Carried. ~ 

The CHAIRMAN—Dividend warrants will be 
delivered to those who apply at the Secretary’s 
office on and after to-morrow morning. That 
is all the business, gentlemen. a 

Capt. Gopparp—I beg ‘to propose a vote of 
thanks to the directors for the substantial re-. 
port we have this timé. LI think it is the best 
report the shareholders have had presented to 
them for several years. I consider the directors 
are to be commended for théir wise policy in 
writing 10 per cent. off the furniture account 
instead of paying a Jarger dividend. The Hotel 
is now. in a better state than it has been for-eight 
or nine years. ‘I have been.a shareholder.for a, 
‘longer time than that, and had no dividend ‘until 
1897; aud I- hope we will now. continua to pay 
ix justify the shares remuining 


Bix per cent. and 
at par value. ‘ 


Mr, Ho. Tuna—I beg to second. the vote 


- of “thanks, and coneur. iw everything . that at 


{ 
a perishable nature. 


| Capt. Goddard has; said. Speaking from 


experience, I can safely say that the direc-. 
tors of this Company are not’ merely ¢ 
tors in name. They are practically the man- 


direo: © 


agers and have been go for three or four years- 


I fully confirm what Capt. Geddard has said of: 
the wisdom of writing down the furniture -ac-. 
count, 


I know it has rot been written down _ 


for many years, and much of the furniture is of | - 


We know that if the 
Hotel continues in its present flourishing ‘con- 
dition we can look forward to a gradually but 
steadily increasing dividend, and I hape..that 
a time will soon come when I will be able to 
propose a bonus for the directors. (Applause). 

The ( HAIRMAN—I have to thank Capt. God- 
dard, and Mr. Ho Tung, on behalf of myself 
and my collvagues, for the kind vote of thanks 
they have proposed and which you have passed 
in our favour, ee 


THE NATIONA 
LIMITED, 


bo ghee 

The following is the report of the directors 
to the seventh ordinary annual general meeting 
of shareholders to be held at the offices of the 
Bank, Victoria Buildings, Hongkong, on Satur- 
day, 12th March, 1898, at noon :— 

To the Shareholders, the National Bank of 
China, Limited. ; 

Gentlemen,—The directors, in submitting to 
you the accounts und balance sheet for the year 
ending 3lst December, 1897, regret that the 
position does not enable theni to declare the 
usual dividend. the heavy fluctuations in ex? 


L BANK (F CHINA, 


change during the past year being the cause of~ 


this unsatisfactory result. ‘Ihe balance of 
$4,523.23 is carried forward to the next account. 

The last of the unpaid shares having now 
been forfeited, the amonnt at credit of- capital 
account is $2,157,493.32. 


The various sums received on shares partly 


paid and thus forfeited. amounting in all to 
$175.560, have been utilized during the_ past 
seven years to wipe out bad debts principally 
incurred at the starting ofthe Bank here and 
in Yokohama und Shanghai. | : 
Objections {o these appropriations have now 
been raised by several London shareholders 
and, in accordance with suggestions received | 
from professional advisers in London, your 
directors have decided to replace the sums 
utilized for balancing: bad debts by transférring’ 
the balance remaining at credit of forfeited 
shares account, 


_.. $27,496.64 


VIDS veg, o HE Ser aes 
together with the balance at credit : 
of Reserve Fund 82,000.00 - 
in all .. .. $109,496.64.» 


to a new account called “ Capital Reserve ‘ 


Fund,” and propose to bring this account, out 
of future earnings, to a total of $175,560, ie., 
the amount received for forfeited shares. 


~ 


Mr. Gillies and Mr. Chow Tung Shang retire 


in rotation from the head office board, and ‘the 
right Hon. C. B. Stuart Wortley, Q.C., M.P., 
from the London Committee, and being eligible 
for re-election, offer themselves accordingly. — 


Mr. Stolterfoht having left the colony, Mr.._ 


Lauts, of Lauts, Wegener & Co., has accepted 
the vacant seat, and you will please confirm 
the notiination. ce 4. 
_ The accounts at the head office have been 
audited by Messrs. J. H. Cox and W. Hutton 
Potts, -and in London by Messrs. Deloitte, 
Dever, Griffiths & Co., chartered acconntanta.— 
Your obedient servant, $k 
~~ D. GILLiEes, Chairman. - 
Hongkong, 9th February, 1898. 2 Bee 


Bauance SaeEet, 3)ar ‘DECEMBER, 1897. 
LIABILITIES. | , 
( apital, 750 fully paid founder's sharea of 
£1 each (at par of 38.) - 


Capital reserve fund:— , 
Fransfer from reserve fund ......: 82,0 °0.00. 
Balance of forfeited shares ac- 

COUN i ee 


27,496.64 


o. - 


seis Ni. | 8,000.00 8 
Capital, partly paid, £323,624 (at par of 38 ) 2,157,493.32  . ~ 


———— 109,496.84 


Notes in circulation.......' voesevee 455,165,005. > 


Fixed deposits and current accounts... ibs : : 


Drafts, acceptances and |endorsements (bills | 
~ rediseounted) wo. .af ickeccccscees asa ens 29750,968,61 0 © 
. $1528.23 


“Balance of profit and’loss account ...........> 


$7,874,443.88 


nia. 
roe 


1,289 691.95 
. Bills for collection and branch balances ...-.. 1,102,709.63 


. ABSET3.  * 3 a. 
(ash on hand and at bankers ...... 


cectceesee 380,871,94 
Government securities belonging to the bank 601,333.34 
Bills receivable, lanns and advances ......... 4,068,720.72 
Bills for -collection receivable and branch oe. 

balances 00 leeeeeres secereees 29105,106.60 

- Furniture, stationery and etamps................ 37,795.29 


Adjusting account (exchange and interest) “ 


689,806.49 


$7 874,143.38 


Prorit anp Loses Account, 3lar Decempen, 1897" 

: Dr. . G. 

To charges, directorss' fees and enlaries .... 123,426.25 
“To balance, to be curried forward to next ac- . 

count ... eee de ceemee den eeteesase cues * 4,523.23 


$127,949.45 
_ : Cr. $ o. 
By balance brought forward from last year... 2,599.92 


By gross earnings for the year endirg 31st 
December, 1897.00. eeeeeeees 125,349.56 


‘ : ; - $127,949.18 


, Carrrat Reserve Founp, 3lgr Decemwaer, 1897. 
. Dr. $ ec 


To balance 0... | 109,496.64 
- $109,496.64 
. . : Cr. 3 oc. 
- By transfer from reserve fund .............,.. 82,000.00 
By balance ¢f forfeited shares account ........ 27,496.64 


' $109,496.64 


"HONGKONG ROPE MANUFACIUR- 
ING CO., LIMITED, 
TQ 
‘The following is the report for presentation 
to the shareholders at the fourteenth ordinary 
general meeting to be held at the office of the 
general managers on 7th March, at noon :— 
Annexed we have the pleasure to lay before 
shareholders the annual statement of accounts 
made up to the 31st Decemher, 1897. 
.. The net-profit including the balance brought 
forward from last year amounts to 869,867.31, 
which it is proposed to appropriate as follows :— 
-To place to reserve fund ...810,490.00 
- Yo pay a dividend of 2! per cent. 50,000.00 
To carry forward to next year's . 
account veceeeeanes mane sees t 9,377,31 
This result must be considered particularly 
satisfactory in face of the fuct that we have had 
-to contend with considerably increased com- 
petition on the Japan market where nitch in- 
ferior native made rope is being sold. i 
Consulting Committee —In accordance with 
the articles of association, Messrs. Gillies, Lewis, 
Raymond and Shewan retire, but offer them- 
-gelves for re-ele.tion. Mr. R. Shewan was 
re-appointed to the committee on his return to 
‘the colony in the place of Mr. C. A. Tomes. 
- Auditors.—The accounts have been ‘audited 
by Messrs. T. Arnold and F. Henderson, who 
are recommended for re-election. . 
Suewan, Tomes & Co. 
-. : General Managers. 
’ Hongkong, 23rd February, 1893. 


Prorir axp Loss ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR 7. 


Consulting Committee’s fee ............... $ 2,0 BRO 
Auditors’ fee... ee Meetee es bee ees ‘- 360.00 
_ Written off dand, buildings, and machin- . 
ery, ag depreciation ..... cee ae 84,649.00 
Vance ....... eee eee ete dee ea ceeneeaeeees 69,867.31 
~ ~ $106,816.31 

Ralance brought forward from 1896 ...... $21,353.93" 
Interest and dividends on investments...” 5,420 86 
Exchange ....0...0.006. ccc ceccesceeeeeeeeeeeees 95.30 
Balance of working account ............. 79,946.22 


- $106,516,:41 
I ALANCKE SHEET. 
oo ASSETS. 
Cost of land, as in last account $50,0::0.00 
Less depreci :tion ............ 10,000.00 


. $10,000.00 
Value of factory, machinery, 
&c., a8 in last account... .. $ 24,30u 37- 
. Cost of new godowns and ma- ~ 


chinery purchased in 1897 10,248.63 
«$184,649 04 
__ + Less depreciation ............. 24,619.00 


— 
— 
oo — -——_——-- 10 Orroroo sss 


110,000.00 ©. 
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Valne of rope, hemp, &c, in godown ... 73,922 21 
Value of rope on consignment $52,108 68 
Less advances on same...... 39,874.08 
———— 122.465 
Fire insurance premia account, 1898....... 1,010.03 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Cor- 
\ poration, current deposit...... 00.00.0004 5,978.14 
Cash on hand... cecceecscccceccuesenecen es 969.15 
Cash at factory ....... eee ee sa eaesaesaeeaeeees . 25.00 
Stindry debtors... ccaeee eee snes 7,490.'8 
Investment in shares of local conipanies, , 
at cost, viz i ‘ 
3 O shares Hongkong Land Investment 
and Agency Coa., Limited ............ 
180 shares China Traders Insurance 
Co, Limiled ....c.cc cee cecee ses eeeees 
100 shares Hongkong and Whampoa 
Dock Co., Limited oo... cc ccccccecceee : 
64 shares Yanytsze Insurance Aasocia- 
tion, Limited oj... .cecceeeeeee oes 
200 shares Dougias Steamship Co., Ltd. 
. 76,565.50 
$328, 194.66 


TIABILITIES. 


Capital 5,000 shans at $50 paid up: ......$250,000.00 


Reserve fund ....... 510.0) 
General Managers ............ settereees 1,128.15 
Sundry creditors 20.0... ce cceeecsceeseeeees 6,694.20 
Profit and oss 0. cece eee ceeeetene eee 69,867.31 

$328,194.66 


GEO. FENWICK & CO., LIMITED. 
—_ ft > — 

‘The following is the report to be submitted 
to the anunal meeting of shareholders to be held 
on the 28th February -— 

The Directors beg to submit to the share- 
holders a Statement of accounts for the year 
ending 31st December, 1897. 

‘The net profit for the year amounts to 
$38,196.41, to which has to be added $5,310.44, 
brought forward from last. year's account. 
From this amount it is proposed to pay a 
dividend of 12 per cent., or $18,000, to share- 
holders, Auditor's fee $150; Directors’ fee 
$1,000, trausfer $7,090.00 to reserve fuud, 
and 4o carry forward the balance of $17,356.85 
to next year's account. 

The work coming to the Company during 
the year has kept the staff and plant fully em- 
ployed, while the new tools acquired and improve- 
ments in the arrangements of the whole property 
have enabled the work to be carried out in a 
better and more economical manner. 

The Kowloon Jand which belonged to the 
Company has been sold at a satisfactory profit. 
DIRECTORS. 

Mr. W. Parlane, according ‘o the Articles 
of Association, retires at this time, but offers 
himself for_re-electioa. 

. AUDITOR, 
The. accounts have been audited by Mr. T. 
Arnold, who offers himself for. re-election. 
Wm. PARLANE, 
Chairman. 
Hongkong, 2lst February, 1898. 


3lst DecEMBER, 1897. 


ASSETS. 
Value of land and buildings (in 
Hongkong) ag per last statement $92,000.00 
Lesa written off for depreciation .. 6,000.00 36.0 0.0 
——— 0.0.0) 


$22,620.24 
6,609.00 


Value of plant and office furniture 
as per last statement _ 
Added during the year ‘0.0.0.0... 


$29,229.24. 
Less amount written off for depre- 

ciation sevegeettteee euseteeee 4,574.24 
; 24,655.00 
69,859.90 
22,323.20 


Value of stock in trade 0.0. 

Work in progress 0.0... eee cccscceceveeeees 

Fixed deposit with Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation with interest todate .. 30,619.18 

Current account with the Hongkong and . 
Shanghai Banking Corporation ............ .. 

Cash in hand 0.2 eee 

Sundry debtors ....000. 0. eee eee 

£300 remittance in transit for new machines 


7,356.69 
203.67 
7,555.15 
3,047.62 
$251,620.41 
: LIABILITIES. . a. 
Capital account, 6,000 shares at $25 each, 
lly paid up oo. eeeecsseeeseeessssoseesees 150,000.00 


Reserve fund 220.0... cece cece 20, 00.00 
Amount received in advance on account of 
contracts in hand 0... lceseeseeeeess 20,650.00 


[February 26, 1898: 
Sundry creditors oo. ecec cee oe 8,568.56 
Balance of profit and: Joss account ...:........... -43,506:85 - 
- ‘ ‘ $251,620.41 - 


Prorit- AND Loss, Account, 3lst December, 1897, 
To labour, material, aud working expenses ...8110,548.71 
: srtseeteeeecssecteerses 10,148.67 
eevee 1,657.78 
+ 64,70 


To amount of bad debts written off..:........ 691.32 
To amount written off plant account ............ 4,574.24 
To amount written off property account ....., 6,0.0.00 
To balance to be appropriated, viz. :-— : 
Auditor’s fee 70. 8 150.00 
Directors’ fee 2. oo... ieee. cae ~ 1,000.00 
Dividend of 12 per cent. on . 
7160,000 eee 18,000.00 
Carried to reserve fund........... _ 7,000,00 
Balance to be carried forward to 
new account... 17,356.85 - 
——— 43,506.85 
$177,292.27 


By amount brought forward from last year’s $ oc 


account ...... tet eeeeee = 5,310.44 
By gross earnings ...........-............ . 162,628.34 
By transfer fees.............., 53.00 
By interest accounts... eee 775.01 
By bonus from inaurance office ............ 25.48 
By profit on eale of Yaumate property.......,. 8,500.00 

$177,292.27 


eee, 


THE PUNJOM MINING Co,, 
DIMITED, - ; 


—_—___—~~—_—___ 
The following is the report for presentation 


to the shareholders atithe sixth ordinary general © 


meeting, to be held at’ the office of the Com- 
pany, No. 9, Praya Central, Hongkong, on 
Saturday next at noon :— | 

The 1 irectors beg to submit the report and 
statement of accounts for the year ending 30th 
September, 1897, which show a balance at credit 
of working account of $27,278.65, but nothing 
having been written off the Company's: assets 
since 1594 the Board have deemed it advisable 
to write off $20,740.90. This sum has been aps 


portioned as shewn in the statement aonexed~ | 


and the balance of $6,537.75, bas been cgrried 
forward to the credit of the new account. Dur- 


ing the year the August Shaft has been further - 


deepened and sunk to the 300 foot level and 
a cross-cut started to go out to intercept the 


course of the reef. The cost of this work has . 


been charged to working account. 

A new water wheel has also been made at the 
mine to be utilised for doing the haulage at the 
cyanide works, which effects a large economy 
in labour. ‘The machinery and plant generally 
are in good working order. 

Directors,—In view of the approaching re- 
construction. of the Company . the retiring 


Directors (Messrs. J. H. Lewis and! C. A. ~~ 


Tomes) remained in office to the 15th November - 


last, the date of the incorporation of the new . 


Company. ~ “ 
Auditors.—The accounts have been ‘andited 


by Messts. W. H. Gaskell and W. H: Potts, ~ 


the latter gentleman acting in the absence of 
Mr. Fullarton Henderson. 


D. Gries, 
; Chairman. 
Hongkong, 15th February, 1898. 
Batance Sueet, 3(ta Sepremper, 1897. . 
. CAPITAL AND LIABLITIES. : 
Ordiaary capital, 6 ‘000, shares at 
$4.00 each 2.00... veeeees 824,000.00 


Preference capital, 30,000 shares J 
at $1.00 each... 39,000 00. ~ 
270,000.00 
Accounts payable :— i : . 
Manoger at Punjom ......... . 7.523 95 
Pekan agency .......0064 ceca 508 10 
Syme & Co, Singapore! agents. 30.03 
James Morrieon & Co , Limited, 
London agents ...... 2... 371.80 
~ Suspense account ............. 6. 111.05 
Deposit account with employées 
at Punjom..... 2.0 cece ee ees 150.00 
Insurance on gold, opium, 
Specie, OC... cseeeees 868 35 
Directors and auditors’ fees...... 2,650.00 
Royalty to Caseel Co, Glasgow. 1,201 80 
Legal MSCS wwe 
sear expe ue 44,005.08 
Unpaid dividends 20.00... ccc eee 2556083. 
Balance at credit of working account ......... 6,587.75 - 
. $292,099.66 © 


or 


mrs: 


pera cer 


~ 


February 26, 1898. | 


PROPERTY AND ASSETS. 


Cost of estate 0... ec eccecsecteseseereee 155,000.00 
Machinery and plant ooo... ccecceeesee 48,000.00 
Cyanide plant 0.0.0... ceccee ce ceccccerecceeee 12,255.36 
Moin shaft 000. cccseeecceccse c sseve vce 10,000.00 
Main and Klidah dams... oe... cc. ..ccceeeeeeesee 8,000.00 
Buildings oes Cieccseess ceeeessseengee 0207.75 
~ Roads and bridges .....00.... 02000 cce ect) 2,060.00 
2: TAVO Stock is5. 5. usndes ceseve adil ih vie la paconeage: 855.00 
_ Furniture at Mines 0000.0... 076.54 
Stores in stock nt Punjom 0.0.0... 19,169.57 
Provisions in stock at Punjom .. ...... 0 0... 1,422.07 
Opium in stock at Punjom ......-... uu... = 2,246.69 
Cash in H’kong and S’hat Bank—Hongkong. 1,391.51 
Cash in H’kong and &’hai Bank —Singapore. 7,641.15 
Hongkong Bank, dividend account 1896 .. 1,556.83 
Petty cash ooo... ege cece eee ee cer eeees 96.12 
Head office furnitate ................006. 331.60 
Water wheel 7... 0... eect etree ee 8,00) 
Amount advanced to telegraph master at 
Kwala Lipis ... 0.0.2.0... ee eee 17.92 
Accounts receivable :— 
Balance of a-‘ount sales, July - 
mill and Cyanide gold ......... 3416 26 
Amount advanced on September - 
mill and Cyanide gold... ..... 9,035 26 
ee ee FC 


a 


$292, 99.66 


Workixa Account, let Ocroner, 1896, To 30TH Serres- 


_ , BER, 1897. 
_Dr. : @. 
To cost of mining ................... $84,310.54 
To cost of milling .0........ ..... 25,437.72 
To cost of caleining ................. 11)275.99 
To cost of eyaniding .................. 24,8208 
: —— 144,852.43 
To sundry charges :— 
Insurance... ee cece eee S1,194.68 
- Travelling expenses. ..... . 2,343 22 
Upkeep of police 2.0... .... 1,941,6- 
Charges on gold shipments ..... 1-292.1.8 
oid porchates seiko nase te vi a 
MDIB> ach deccodeeess (em 
Toh Kaya ahi : . 361.9) paren 
To head office expenses bec eases 85897.78 
To legal expenses ...... ...-..00:600 6 cceeee ce oes 505 00 
To telegrams 20. eeee e  e 486.29 
To Gubau prospecting ..-.. -.-...-e:cee ees 4,°12.13 
To manager’s salary and office expenses at 
Piinjomd. 3.32: cescdin setvineiesse sete ale iveguenee 1° 934.61 
To agency fees and general expenses at Punjom 5,523.19 
To Royalty to Sultan of Pahang .............. 12,813.58 
To Royalty to Cassel, Co, Glasgo 2,162.64 
To surveying expenses ...........20. 0. 1; 48.12 
To directors’ fees 0.0.0... eee eect ie eee 2.50 a 
To auditors’ fees... o.oo cece cee eee cee eee eee tte 15:14K9 
To hotel and hospita | expenseS ......-2.-5+- + 964.79 
To land cultivation 2 ......0...006 416.99 
To transport accoun ................--0 6,799.03 
To value of stores destroyed by flood in Pekan a 
BOMOWN oo. eee eee ce eee eee ee 615.0 
To exchange ..... ...t... .0...cssteseceee serene note 1€8.¢2 
To assaying expenses .........:.see ee 221.63 
To amount written off : — is 
Punjom property .............- +» $821.76 
*. Machinery and plant ............-+ 2,623.15 
Main and Klidah dams... .........-- 266.85 
Cyanide plant ... 2.0.0.0... 8,453.39 
Roads and bridg sieeeianssturiee 5,439.93 
Live stock ... 2 cc .cccce cee cer eee oe Dy. 
Furniture at mines .......------+ + ge 
Water wheel .............. SIE hr 06 
To balance .. ...cccccececcecesceeeerceeee cereccessnne 9537.75 


$234,162.84 


’ On, 6 
By balance from the last-account $42,677.61 
Less dividend ceeeceee ee 29,519.81 


— 15,657.81 
By gold account :— ; : i 
Proceeds of gold won by milling 156,791.66 
Proceeds of gold won by calciu- 
A oscar cede evreeteeh ehee 18,935.00 
by Cyanid- 
oi eel amir eRiR 
202,236.18 
Ry ivterest .. ........... 219.99 
By transfer fees ... 176.36 
By- license fees ..........--22.0.-4. 151.00 
By profit on sale of shares ............-. 0 eu. 3,721.09 
By profit on sale of stores ............$7,730.1 
lty profit on ale of opium"... . ...... poeta 
le of provisions ...... ‘99. 
By profit on sale of p oS aad 


$234,162.84 


-T'hé Secretary of the Punjom Mining Co., 
Limited, advises us that he has received the 
following telegram from the Manager of the 
Company's mines in Pahang :—‘*‘'The cross cut 

-at the 300ft. level is beyond the line of reef. 
There are many leaders. ‘The leaders appear to 
be leading east towards the North and South 
Lode. Quartz coming in face of North shaft. 
I consider the prospects most. favourable. 


-| On Monday the pieces were agsin produced, 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


| WRECK OF A BORNEO COASTING 
STEAMER. 


According (o advices received on 19th}Feb. the 
Saba Steamship Company’s coasting steamer 
Saba, which was built by Messrs. Geo. Fenwick 
& Co., Limited, ran on a reef while on a voyage 
from Sandakan to Lahadata. There were 90 
deck passengers on board at the time, but fortu- 
nately they and the whole of the crew were 
saved. The vessel becime a total wreck. 

We learn that the deck passengers and crew 
of the wrecked coasting steamer Saba had a 
terrible experience after they left the vessel. 
They were afloat five days in small boats and 
suffered great privations before they succeeded 
in reaching Sandakan. Au enquiry into the 
wreck was held and the master of the steamer 
was exonerated from. blame, the weather being 
very foggy at the time and the current an un- 


‘| usually strong one. : wer 


WARLIKE PREPALWA!IONS IN 
INDU-CHI. A, 


-——-—_-+-____— 

We translate the following from 
du Tonkin -— Pirie 

We have already announced the arrival of the 
vesselg to reinforce the China squadron. 
Orders have since been given by the Ministry 
that from six to seven thousand men are to be 
held in readiness for any eventuality. Work is 
actively proceeding in all the garrisons to 
complete the armament so that the troops may 
be ready to leave at the first signal. Melinite 
shells and other runitions have arrived. The 
effective of the artillery to embark would he a 

battery. . : 

From another source we have ‘received the 
following imformation:—Admiral de Beaumont 
arrived on the 11th Feburary with instructions 
concerning the island of Hainan. A company of 
tirailleurs and a company of Marine Infantry 
are leaving for Monkay. 


the Avenir 


The Courrier @ Haiphong of the. 17th Feb. 
states that a detachment of 73 men, belonging 
to the 1Qth Regiment of marine infantry, left. 
Haiphong on Friday, Ijth February, for 
Quang-yen, wheie they will reinforce the 9th 
company, which is already in garrison there and 
which will go to Hainan in the event of that 
place being occupied by the French. The total 
strength of the 9th company at Quang-yen, is 
now 330 men. 


 HOAGKONG, 


As during the week preceding the last mail 
the weather became damper day by day. so this 
week the weather swerved round in the other 
direction and became drier each day, until yes- 
terday there was nota single cloud or sign of 
mist, and the sunburst out and made the crisp, 
cold air quite refreshing. News has been plen- 
tiful during the week. The “off” day of the 
Races was on Saturday and, notwithstanding 
the wet weather, the numerous spectators mani- 
-fested considerable ardour in each event. In 
the evening the Hongkong Amateur Dramatic 
Club successfully produced “ Duchess of Bays- 
water & Co.,” and “A Pantomime Rehearsal.” 


and to-night it 


is intended to put them 
|on the boards 


for the last time. The 
interesting share case, Gorham v. Ben- 
jamin, Kelly, aud Potts was concluded on 
Wednesday after a Learing lasting eight days, 
the jury returning a verdict by a majority of 
four to three in favour of the defendan‘s. ‘The 
Legislative Council had rather a long meeting 
.on Wednesday, the chief point under discussion 
turning on the assertion made by the Hon. T, 
H. Whitehead that certain minutes were not 
accurate in form. ‘The issue of the China Loan 
on the London market has of course given con- 
siderable satisfaction in the colony. An enter- 
tainment given by the Powerful dramatic com- 
pany on Wednesday night was much enjoyed. 
If the great cruiser's engines are faulty the same 
at any rate cannot be said about the ship's 
dramatic company. Ou Thursday the Sanitary 
Board held a meeting, and an important a 
bearing on the milk supply of the colony Was 
laid on the table. During the week shareholders 
in the Dock Company and the Wharf & Godown 
Company held meetings. 


| deeply affected and repeatedly expressed his 


| entitled the “ Habits and Customs of the Sikhs.” 
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Craigieburn, recently occupied as the Gover- 
nor’s summer residence, is advertised for sale . 
by public auction. Sdveral other lots.of Peak 
property will be offered at the same time. The 
sale takes place at Mr. Lammert’s auction room 
on the Ist March. ; 4 
"H.E. Admiral Bniller left by the P. & O. 
steamer Ganges on 19th Feb. for home. The 
Admiral on taking leave of the men on bonrd 
the despatch vessel .ilacrity-on Saturday was 


great regret at having to leave them. 

Inland lot No. 1,465, situated on the MéDon- 
nell Road and containing 14,462 equare feet, 
was sold hy public auction on Monday afternoon, 
21st Feb., on behalf of the Government. The 
annual Crown rent is $100 and the upset price 
was $1,735. The purchaser was Mr. A. 
Denison, whose bid was $1,760, : ‘ 


‘Qn Wednesday afternoon Colonel Retallick 
gave a lecture to the Odd Volumes Society 


Colonel The O'Gorman presided, and there-was 
a good attendance. The lecture was an. ex- 
tremely interesting one. The racial character- 
istics and manners and customs of the Sikhs 
were described and their steadiness and loyalty 
as soldiers warmly eulogiged. 

The Russidn cruisery“Rossia, which bears a 
strong resemblance to gur own Powerful, arrived 
on 22nd February from Europe. The Admiral 
Nachimof also arrived fyom Japan. The Rossia 
will leave Hongkong shortly for Vladivostock, = 
calling al Nagasaki and Port Arthur. It may st 
ba interesting to mention that the Grand Duke 
Kerel Wlademerowich, a first cousin of the Czar, 
is a midshipman on board the cruiser. : 

On 18th Feb. the P. and O. steamer Shanghai 
sailed with the 12th and 35th Compaiies of 
R.A. on .card, their destination being Singa- 
pore. The officers who left were Major Han{ 
liam, Captain Simmonds, and Lieutenants. 
Cruickshank and Head. There were 152 N.C.O."s 
and men, 6 women, and 13 children. Captain 
Welman, A.M.S., 76 N.C.O.'s and men, 10 
women and 16 children of the R.A., R.E., West 
Yorks, Royal Lancasters, Army Ordnance 
Corps, also left, come for discharge, others for 
transfer to army reserve, while the remainder 
were invalids for home or for transfer to Egyp%,.’ 
Malta, and Gibraltar. ; 


The annual sale by auction of, race ponies 
was held on 22nd February by Mr. T. Hough 
in front of the City Hall. There was a large 
attendance and bidding was at times very brisk. 
The following’ were some of the prices which 
were fetched.—Glendubh, $45; Tantivy, 870; 
Castanet, $150; Codfish, $165; Viceroy, $65; 
Digby Grand, $220; Silver Bell, $145; Jack- 
daw, $75 ; Reverse, $65 ; Aspirant, $70; Fooman, 
105; .Sta:esman, $145; Bannerman $165; 
Springfield, $90; Rubio, $140; Beechtree, $60 ; 
Circuit, 360; Beechnut, $165; Honest John, 
$60; Oliver, $240; Allington, $95; Ingoldsby 
$80 ; Bluefire, $90; Fortunatus, $110; Game-  : 
cock, $140; Prior’s Wood, $53; Shetland, $40; - 
Provost Marshall, 350,; Bickleigh, $250 ; Hector, 
$145 ; Bullfinch $75 ; Display, 380 ; Saucy, 350; 
Slander, $110; Greenfinch, $110; Mulatto, 360; 
Mansachte $130: Fests drauf, $60;. Toosia, - 
$250. : 

The wishes of the Justices of the Peace as ex- 
pressed at the meeting recently held with , _ 
reference to the sale of deleterious liquor have. — 
been complied with. Saturday's Gazette contains ; 
the Acting Governor's commission appointing ~~ 
the Hon. H. HE. Wodehouse,’ C.M.G., Dr. —. 
Hartigan, Mr. H. McCallom, Mr. J.J. Francis, «| 
Q.C., and the Rev. R. F, Cobbold, M:A., “to | - 
ascertain whether any and what descriptions . 
of crude, inferior, adulterated, or deleterious: 
liquors are imported, manufactured, or sold,and.. > ~ 
by whom and to what extent, and what measures. 
may usefully be taken to impove the laws 
and to check the importation, manufacture, - 
and sale in licensed} honses and elsewhere of. 
such crude, inferior, | adulterated, or injurious’. 
liquors.” The Commission is to have all such 
powers as are rested in the Supreme Contt with — 
respect to enforcing the attendance’ of witnésses - 
and examining them on oath, affirmation, or — 
otherwi:e ; compelling the production of docu- — . 
ments; the punishing of persons. guilty of . © 
contempt ; and the inspection of property. .The 
examination of witnesses is to be held in-private,. ©. 
Mr. Frank Browne|is appointed: Secretary to 
the Commission. vo P yea Saget 
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COMMERCIAL. 


as SILK. Bs 

Suacawatr, 2ist February.—(From Mosara. A. 
R. Burkill & Sons’ Cirenlar).—London messages 
to 18th quote a firm market, Blue Elephant I1/a, 
and the Lyons quotation for Gold Killin Fes, 
28.25, Raw Silk.—Settlements are only mo lernte 
“again this we-k, arrivals vra quite insignificant 
and adviess from tha interior are agreed that 
stocks there are practically eshiustel, Tsatloes 
and ‘laysaims aceauat far 200 bales of the week's 
business. Of Yellow Silk, only 5: picals have 
baen sold, and of Wild Silk 150 pi:uls huve found 
bnyers. Arrivals, as per Customs Returns, 12th 
to 18th February: 53 bales White, 18 piculs 
Yellow, and 76 sicula Wild Sik. Re-reels and 
Filatures—A settlement of Steam Filatures for 
the States is reported, and the price quoted is 
Tls. 780 for lat Choice 12/15, and Ts. 765 for 2nd 
Choice. There have also been two or three 
transactions in Hand Filatures at quotations. 
The Export of Steam Filatures to date ix: 4,149 


. hales sor America, 3,135 bales for the Continent, 


43 bales for Jipin, nad 22 bales for England. 
Waste Silk.—We quote Filature Knubs Tl: 934 
and White Coarse Gum land 2'I'ls.64. Pongees. 
\—About 1.509 piculs Shantungs bave been 
bought at Tis. 2.85 to 4.25 for 19 in. by 19 yards 
by 22/26 oz. 
Prices calonlated hy Maerten'’s lables at 11 per 
cent; Exchange 2/63 ; Freight ‘I'ls. 7.45 ver bale: 


“Tis. = Stlg 

. per Ib.6 

- Tsatlees.—Buffalo 4 000000. Re eee 510, LT 
i Bird Yuen Ling .....00000.0.. cece 495 10 BF 


we, Blue Pheenis .....,... Bg desta el 492} 109 
ie Blue Donble Elephant 


. 432 96 

* Skeins.—Lie Skeing ....00...... 00... 335 76 
Yellow Silk.—Meevang .......... . 330 rie ne 

‘i Mienchew ........., 312} 611% 

* Steam Filature. —First Choice 13 15 ... .. 1780 16,9 

oi Second ,, 1315 2... ....... 765 165} 

Hand Filature.—Regasus124&3 .. avg: price 595 12-11 

Wild Silk,—Tussabh Raw, Market Lo... 2.2... 2085 484 
CAMPH DR. _ 


> Honesona, 25th Febriary.—The market con- 
tinues quiet. Q rotations for Kormosa are. nomin- 
ally $14,75 to $45.00. Siles, 400 piculs. 


; SUGAR. 

HoneKone, 25th February.—The market has 
been. more active and prices have recovered. 
Quotations are :— 


dhekloong, No. 1, White...$7.35 lo 7.38 per pel 
do. vw 2, White... 7.00 te 7.03 ,, 
Shekloong, No. 1, Grown... 492 to 4.95 ,, 
do. » 7, Brown... 48110 4.85 ,, 
Swaton, So. J, White. 724 to 7.28 ,, 
10, «. 2 While... 695 16 -6.98 ,, 
Svatuw, No. 1, Brown... 4.87 to 490 ,, 
do. » 4, Drown... 4.76 t0 4.80 ,, 
Foochow Surar Candy ...... 11.35 to 13.40 ,, 

ry ne Tres 10.09 to 10.02 


Sackloone | 


MISCELLANE JUS EXPORTS, 

Per steamship: Piagswry, sailed on the 15th 
February. For London :—t70.rolls matting, 
33) bales canes, 253 bigs ivory nuts, 237 cases 
preserves, 174 casks ginger, 109 cases chinaware, 
100 bales broken cassia, 49 casks soy, 43 cases 
blackwoodware, 41 bales feathors, 25 casés bris- 


tles, 20 cases aniseed oil, L7 cases gonga, 10 cases. 


furniture, 8 bags tailings, 3 bags beancakes, 
and | case curios. For Manchester :—100 bales 
waste silk. For London and/or Manchester :— 
50 bales waste silk. For Dundee :—50 casks 
ginger. For Glasgow :—] package ironwaro. 


Per German steamer Darmstadt, sailed on the 
15th February. For Singapore :—25 barrels 
salt beef. For Colombo :—20 cases preserves. 
For Genoa :—100 bales waste silk. and 1@ cases 
essential oil. For Antwerp :—117 bales feathers, 
70 cases preserves, 7 bales leaf tobacco, 6 cases 
cigars, 2 cases suniries, and 1 case jelly. For 
‘Antwerp and/or Hamburg :—50 cases bristles. 


. For Antwerp and/or Hamburg and/or Lon-- 


don:—20 casas bristles. For Christiania :—1 
case silk and curios. For Bremen :—65 rolls 
matting, and.4 cases curios. For Hamburg :— 
65 bales canes, 5() cases staraniseed, 32 packages 
crackers, 20 cases bristles, and 10 cases essen- 
tial oil. : 


Per P. & O. steamer Shanghai, sailed on the. 
18th February. For London:—11 bales feathers, 
6 packages, chinaware from Foochow, 3 cases 
cigars: from Manils, 52 packages tea, 41 cases 
chinaware, 595 rol s mats and mattings, 2 cases 
presertes 3 cases blackwood ware, 20 cases 
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bristles, 4 chests persian- opium, 4 packages | $533, 500 pieces S. S. at $4.70, 500 pieces 3 


rattan ware, 40 boxes tea stick, 146 bales canes, 
1 case cigars, and 13 cases sundries. For 
Trieste :—1 case silk piece goods, 


Per P. & O: steamer Ganges, sailed on the 
19th February. For Manchester:—166 bales 
waste silk. For Glasgow:—2 ‘cases curios, 
For London:-—l1l bale waste silk, 1 case silk 


piece goods, and 1 case silver ware. For 
France :—195 bales raw silk, 1 case silk piece 
goods, and 6 cases curios. For Milan :—5 bales 


raw silk. 


Per steamer Amphitrite, sailed on the 21st 
February. For Trieste :—2,400 cases cassia 
lignea, 450 bales broken cassia, 16 cages essen- 
tial oil, 4 bales hides. 7 bdls rattan furniture, J 
case tea, and 29 bags shells. For Fiume :—903 
bales tobacco, aud 6 bdls rattan furniture. 
For Port Suid:—2 cases chinaware, and 26 
cases fans. For Colombo :—1,000 bags sugar. 
For Madras :—50 cases camphor. 


OPIUN. 3 

Honakona, 25th February.— Bengal—Owing 
to the fallin the exchange on India, the market 
has rulel firmer and prices have advanced. 
Latest quotations are $705 for New Patna, $7123 
for old Patna, $702! for New Benares, and $710 
for Old Benares. 

Malwi,—There has been scarcely anything 
doing during the interval. The market closes 
dull at the following figures :— 


New(this year's) $730 with allowance ofO0to 1 ets. 

New(last year's)$770 ae »2to3  ,, 

Old (2/3 yrs. ) $87) oy » Lto8 ms 
» (1/5 4, ) $820 <5 »O0to2 ,, 
” (6/8 ” ) $899 ae” ie) 0 to 4} ” 


Persian.—TEhe demand has continued very 
meagre, and prices are unaltered, Oily closing at 
$49) to 3530 and Paper wranps {drug at $540 to 


| §469 accerding to quality. 


1 

‘To-day's stouks are estimated as under :— 
New Patna. ...ccccceecsccceee s ceeeee 2150 Cheste. 
Old PaGnee wisearseiis butik apt ERR > 5, 
New Benares ......... cc. ccc cee csecees 

Old Benaves.........cccccscel cess cecees 
MOIWO ccc cece ccc cea cancseceqess 
POPsiAD vooceeccsccce seeeecerececseeseeee 750 33 


Course oF THe Honckone Orrum MARKET. 


BENARES., | 


PATNA. MALWA. 

DATE. a | f=. 

Now. | Old. | Now. | Old | New. | Old. 
1998. / ¢ ; s | s gs] ¢ |] ¢ 
Feb. 19} ,, | 705 | 700 710 |730 770 
Feb. 20], : 705 | 702} 710 (730/701 ] 
Feb. 21) ,, : 765 | 700 710 |730,7701{ 2 
Feb 221 697} {705 | 700 710 r30/tTa) 8 
Feb 23) 7024 | 710 | 7024 710 fr30/rr0l({ & 
Fob. 24) 7032 ; 7073 | 7024 710 |730;770!\ S 
Feb. 25| 705 | 712} | 

i 


702} ° 710 ese 
{ i 
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RICE, 

Honekona, 25t') February.—A brisk demand 
has again been experienced from Japan and 
elsewhere, which arrivals have hur ily been sut- 
ficient to mect and prices have further advanced. 
Quotations are :— 


Saigon, Ordinaty.....l..0c. cc ccc $2.69 to 2.65 
i Round, good quality......... 2.95 to 3.00 
‘i Long ... ........8. . 3 25 to 3.30 


Siam, Field, mill cicaned, No, Z... 2.65, to 2.70 
» Garden, , No. 1... 3.32 67 3.36 
tee Webite oi dete. 2 cddavede 4.00 to 4.05 
» Fine Carg? ou. ee 415 104.20 


MI‘CELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 
Honckonea 25th February —Amongst the sales 
reporte ture the following :— 


YARN aND Prece Goons:—Bombay Yarn.—30. 


bales No. 6 at $96.50 fo $103, 1,150 hules Ne, 10 at 
#8! to 394.50, 809 bales No. 12 at 8&2 to $91, 230 
bales No. 16 at $97 to $100, 1,225 bales No. 20 at 
$26.50 to $103. Japanese Yarn.—i0 bales No. 
16 at $98.50. Grey Shirtings.—1,200 pieces 8} 


rks. Double Fish at $2.87}, 1.500 pieces 10 Ibs, 


Styg at £3.95, 1,800 pieces 8} Ibs. Red 7 Boys at 


| $2.60, to $2.62;, 2.1 pieces 7 Ibs. Large Eagle 


at $1.99 to $2. 1,°50 74 Lbs. Flag at $2.85, Gu0 
pieces 8}, lbs. B:ne Lion at $2.35, 1,200 pieces 8} 
Vs, 3 Big: at $3.02}, 240 pieces 10. lbs. Globe 
No. §,:Gé at $3.674. White Shirtings—1,000 
pieces No. 66,009 at. $5.73, 250 pieres No. 3 at 
$3.55, 1,00 pieces D. 7U nt $3.75, 500 pieces 3. 
Q. ab $4.50, 5(0 pieces Gold Dragen at 


‘Horse Head at $5.75, 60. pieces 48 Reed at $2.82}, - 


T-Cloths.—525 piers 7 tbs. Mexican Gold Dragon 


at $2.373, 1,200 pieces 8 lbs. Mexican X. X..nb- 
$2.42), 2,250 jiecrs 7 Ihs. No, 950. at $2.18}, -378.- 


pieces 6 lbs. Mexican Crown at $2.374, 750 piecas. 


7 Ibs. Mexiean Silver Dragon at $2.27}, 750 pieces. 


7 Ibs. Cow at $1.85, 225 pieces 7 Ibs, Silver Joas: 
at $2.05.  Drills.—360 pieces 14 thi No. 260 
at $3.67}, 159 pieces 14 lbs, Peacock at $3.974; 
Camlets.—150 vieces 9 old Men at $17.50. 


Mera.s.—FYellow Sfetals.—20 cases 14/20 oz3. - 


at $30. 


Smanauar 19th February.—(Fromt Mearra. Noél” 
Murray & Co.’s Piece Goods Trade Repart).—- 
The opening «f the Northern season ig, fagt 
approaching and the dealers are busy arranging 
for the shipment of their purchases The weather, 
has kept so mild that it is at present decided to 
despatch the first flight of steamers carrying 
Piece Goods,’on the morning of the 27th inst., 
although several have already left in ballast to 
load produce at ‘aku for the south. 
naturally some, anxiety amongst the natives as Lo 
the reception their shipments will receive, but-the 


general impression seems to be that it will be . 


favourable; until that is assured, however; they 
are not disposel to ‘Jay in .much more “stock 
gspecially at the higher prices now asked on 
account of the farther decline ii Exchange. Sup- 
plies at the conmencement promise to be ample, 
it being estimated that there is fully the ustial. 


quantity alretdy in the Steamer godowns. ‘hia .. 


means, too, the locking up ofa very considerable 
sum of money which must curtail the purehusing 
power until returns are received. 
some improvement, and ‘although tha market is 


» quiet at the moment it is undoubtedly strong... - 


Money is much cheaper, but at the same time 


credit seems to be somewhat restricted, doubtless — 


attributable to -ome extent to the uncortainty 
there is with regard to the ‘political aituation, 
There is nothing particularly striking in this‘ 
week's trinsactions, except perhaps their meae: 
greness, the indent trade being almost at a; 
standstill owing to the poor rates of Exchange’ 
obtainable forward. At Auction, too, the lull is 
apparent, though no special weakness is sbown. 
Yarns bave further improvel, local shippings 
coming in for a fair share of attention at better 
prices. Cotton remains firm in the neighbour-. 
hood of Ts. 16.00 per picul for best: machine 
ginned, but there are few, if any, buyers at. 
that price. : 

Meraus, ist Februiry.—(From Messra. Alex. 
Bielfield & Co.’s Report):—In Metals there has 
been a fair demand, and a few coutracts have, 
we hear, been closed, but at rates which have not, 
up to the present, been made public. Home 
rutes ave, if anything, easier, but the un-table 
state of exchange keeps several dealers from 
closing. Tie following contracts have been 
closd:—20!1 tons Sohiers, N.R. 126/-, cif, ; 500 
cases Buinboo Steel, Double Horse at Ts. 6.00, 
spot; 59 tons Cat Tyres 106/-. «.i.£; 50 cases 
Galvanized Sreet, 25 gause at Tis. 6.60, spot; 45 
cases 'l'in Basjns at private,terms; 100 tuns Swall 
“Roun Iron 102/6, c.i.f. ; 100 tons Old Telegraph 
Wire 90/-, c.i.f.; 109 tons Boiler ‘Lubes 90 to 
10 /-, c.i f,; 100 tons Bale Hoops 312/-, cif. 


— 


EXCHANGE. 


: Fripay, 25th February. ; 
On Loxnnon.— 


Telegraphic Transfer ............... 1/104 
Bank Bills, on demand .............. 1/1054 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... 1/10% 


Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...1/10,%, 


Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 1/108 ; 
. Documentary Bills, 4months’ sight 1/103: i eee 
‘On Parts.— eu 
Bank Bills, on demand ...........-... 2.344 . 
- Credits, at 4° months’ sight ......... 2.384 
On GERMANY.— aa 
- On demand ............ Taadaeteneeces aL 89S 
On NEw Yorxe.— ° - 
Bank Bills, on demand ............. 452 | 
Credits, 60 days’ sight ......., vee 46300 
On Bompay.— ~- ae 
Telegraphic Transfer.................. 188}. 
Bank, on demand.....................4.. 139 ~ 
‘On CaLcurra.— ee aaa 
Telegraphic Transfer ................. 1884 
Bank, on -demand...... Seeuateverdeeswes 139. . 
On SHANGHAI.— ai 
Bank, at sight ....... ov Sev dundee tedgens 14. 
Private, 30 days’ sight.......... voce ye TAL 


There ig _ 


Prites show — 


. 


pea. pag 
“ 


_ Febriuary 26, 1898.] 


On Yoxouama.— 


ae On demand o.oo... eee cee 8} % pm 
On Manina.— 
_ On demand... ee, 9 % pm. 
“Ow Srncarorr.— . 
co On. demand 5.2252 cc 0. dats acieeese tds °/, pid 
.Sovgretens Bank's Buying Rate ...... 10.61 
(ee Lea¥, 100 fine, per tael-............ 55.50 


‘JOINT STOCK SHARES. 
Honexrone, 25th February.—A fair business 
has been transacted during the week under 
review, generally at gradually increasing rates, 
the market closing steady to firm. 
Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghais up to 
the 23rd ruled very quiet and neglected, a few 


small lots at’ 173 percent. prom cash and at | 


175 and 176 for March constituting the entire 
business ; later, however, rumours of a big loan 
suddenly hardened the market and 175 cash was 
freely offered without bringing out any shares : 
the rate farther strenethened to 182 per cent. 
prem., after some small sales at 176 and 178: at 
the'close shares both cash and time are still in 
demand with very few sellers. Nationals upon 
’ the issne of an unexpectedly bad report have 
ruled very weak at$17 with sellers and no buyars. 

Marine InsuRANCES.—China Traders, Can- 
tons, and Straits continue on offer at unchanged 
rates without business, also Yangtszes. Unions 
are enquired for at $222! to $225. North Chinas 
have changed hands in small lots at Tis. 199. 

Fire Insurzances.—Remain very qniet 
with sellers and no sales of Hongkongs at 
$3724 and small sales of Chinas at $107 4, both 
closing quiet. 

Surpprnc.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 


.have changed hands to a fair extent at $264 |- 


and $26} cash and at $27 for March and $27} 
for April, closing steady to firm at $26}. 
Indo-Chinias continue on offer at $55 without 
leading to business. Douglases have ruled firm 
at $584 with small sales. China Manilas could 
be placed at $179, but no shares appear to be 
forthcoming. China Mutuals are enquired for 
at quotations. : ; 

REFINERIES.—China Sugars have further 
improved their position to $1734 after fair sales 
af.$172 and $173 for cash and at $174, $175, and 
$176 for March and $176 and $178 for April, 
the market closing steady at $1734. Luzons 
have been’ enquired for from the North and a 
fow shares have changed hands at $41.’ 


MrNtne.—Punjoms have ruled quiet but | 


steady Wuring the week ‘with small ‘sales at 
$6.35 to $6.60, closing steady at the latter rate. 
New Bulmorals have improved to-$1.80 and 
$1.50 ‘with sales and buyers. Olivers have 
continued quiet with B shdres on offer at $71 
and only small sales, Raubs have been in pretty 
general demand at from $214 to $234, but very 
few shares are obtainable even at such a tempt- 
ing advance and the business done during 

‘the week.is very small; at time of closing 
shares are wanted at $234. Charbonnages 
have further improved to $145 with sales 
and more could be placed at the rate. 

Doors, WHABVES, AND. Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks have been per- 

‘sistently enquired for at 239 per cent. cum and 
227 per cent. to 229 per cent. prem. ex dividend 
but tha enquiry has resulted in little or no busi- 
ness. Wharves have ruled steady with amall 
sales at $593 cum and at $58 ex dividend, clesing 
steady at $58. Wanchais unchanged and with- 
_out business. = 

Lanxps, Horers, anp Boriprnas.—Lands 
have changed hands in fair lots at $73. $734, 
and $74, closing with further small sellers at 

- the. last rate. Hotels neglected, qniet, and 
without business at quotation. ‘West Points 
and Humphrays Estates have ruled quiet with 

-sellers and no salegp at:$20 and $9.25 respec: 
tively. 

_ Misceruanzous.—Green- Islands continua 
out of favour with sellers at $33 and $17 and 
no sales, Watsons have found small buyers at 
$12, Electries-at $10, and Ropes at $174 and 
$175. Fenwicks upon the publication of a 
goad report for 1897 have jumped to $32 after 

sales at $303, 303, $31, and $32. In Cottons 

there is nothing espacial to.raport. Ewos con- 
tinue on offer at par. 
have ruled quiet without busineas and Hong- 
kong Weaving. &c., Co.’s shares are on offer 
at $16 in small lots. fs 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
Csoling quotations are as follow :— 
_ Company. Par UP.; QuoTaTioNn. 
Banks- * ($352.50, buyers 
Hongkong & S’hai...) $125 1182 °/,  prem== 
China & Japan, prf. £5 nominal 


Do. ordinary...|. £3 10s.jnominal 
Do. deferred... £1 £5. 5s., buyers 
Natl. Bank of China ; . 
B. Shares ......... £8 |5 7,5 les 
Founders Shares.. £1 117 ; 
Bell’s Asbestoe E, A.... £1 jnominal' 
Campbell, Moore & Co. $10 {$8.75 
China Sugar ............! $100 jS1729, sal. & buyers 
Cotton Mills — {his i 
TWO... sess cceseeereee{ Lie, 100 ‘Te. 100, sellers © 
Hongkong .........: 20 $16, sellers 
Internuti nal .........[0s. 1G Tis. 110 
La-u Ku-g Mow ... Tis. 100 /fts 110 
Soychee wo. cee Ir Is. 500 |Tis. 520 
Yahtoong .......00. ‘Ts. 100 [Tls. 99 
Dairy Farin Co. ........ } $6 $53 


Fenwick & Co,, Geo. ...! 


$25 $32, vales 
Green Island | 


$10 § ‘3, tellers 


‘tallow 32s. 6d. net, general cargo 82s. 6d. net, waste, 


Do. New Issue...... $23 $17 
H. & China Bakery ...! GU F332 
Hongkong & C.Gas...5 £10 $120 


Hongkong Electric ... 


Hf. H. L, Tramways 


Hongkong Hotel ......: 


Hongkong Ice .... 


$10 $1, sales & sellers 
$100 €:05 
. $50 $50, ex div. 


25 $107, sales & buyers 
$50 $48, ex div. 
$50 $173, sules 


The Shanghai Mills - 


f 
Sewer 
H.’& K, Whart & G... 
Hongkong Rope........+; 
H. & W. Dock ......... j $125 $229 p. et. prem. 
oF 411.28, ex div. b. 

$50 £150, sellers 

$20 $1074, -ales 

$25 $68, selleia 

$50 $572), sellers. 


North-China .........! £25 Tis. 158, sales 
Straits ..cccesecees | ' $20 $13, sellers 
Union ere $25 $222), Luyers 
Yangtsze cee a $60 S140, sellers 
Land and Building— 
If. Land Investment. $50 '$74, siles 
Ifumphreys Estate... $10: ($9, sales 
Kowloon Land & I! $30 $174 
West Point Building} ~ $40 )§20 
Luzon Sugar .......... «{ $100 '$11, buyers 
Mining— —— 
* Charbonnages......... Fes, 500 $145, sal. & buyers 
Great E.-& C’doni:n! $) 1$6 
- Do. Do. $23 $5.10, sellers 
Jelebu oo. sieseeeseeeees $5 82. 
New Balmoral ...... $1 $1.60, sules 
Do. Preference ... $! '$1.90, sales 
Oliver's Mines, A, ... $5 ($19, sellers 
Do =—sB...! $24 '8°H, sellers 
Punjom wc. $) |$64 
Do. Preference... $1 |$1.90, buyers 
Raubs ........ seeyeeeee 138. 10d. $234, buyers 


glu li) 74, sellers 


$90 1$73, buyers 

£10 |£7 103, buyers 
210 |15.16s. buyers 
£5 |£2 15% Imyers 
$50 fR282s sales 
$15 S248 sales& buyers 
£10 \s5, sellers 

$5 $5, sellers 


New Amoy Dick ... .. 
Steamship Coys.— 
China and Manila... 
China Mutual Ord...! 
Do. Preference...! 
Do. Do. 
Douglas 8. 8. Co. ... 
1I., Canton and MM... 
Indo-China S.N. ... 
Tebrau Planting Co. ... 
Do. 


$2 $2, sa'es 
United Asbe-tos ......... $2. |$2, sellers 
Do. $10 ($16, :ominal 
Wanchai Warel’se Co. $37 A414 


Watson & Co., A. S....° $10 ‘$12, sales 
° J. V. Y. VERNON, Broker. 


CONNAGE. | 

SHANGHAI, 21st February (from Messrs. Wheelock 
& Co.’s report.)—We have no change to report in 
homeward rates of freight, that to London having 
remained at 22s. 6d., contrary to expectation of a 
further full. Practically-g30 Conference now exists, 
the principal parties to it Having withdrawn. Cargo 
in this direction is anything but plentiful and 
steamers seem more attract'd by the higher rates 
ruling in the south and an ab:ndance of freight 
there. For New. Ycrk the tate temains steady at 
27s. 6d., and there is, for this time -of year, an ex- 
ceptionally strong demand for tonnage. Coastwise, 


the northern ports are reported free from ice, and it |. 


is expected that steamer communication with them‘ 
will be rezumed about the end uf this month. Kates 
of freight are:—~London, by Conference Lines, general 
cargo 22s. 6d.; waste silk 23s"; tea 223. 6d.; Northern 
Continental ports, by Conference Lines, general cargo 
22s. Gd:; waste silk 25s.; tea 223. 6d.; New York vid 


‘London, by Conference Lines, general cargo 303°; | 


waste silk 32s. 6d.; ten 303.; Baltimore vii London, 
by Conference Lines, general cargo 35s.; waste silk 
37s. 6d.; tea 353.; Konigsterg rié London, by Con- 
ference Lines, general cargo 30s. ; waste silk 32s. 6d.; 
tea-30s.; Manchester, by Confere ce Lines, general 
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cargo 36s.; waste silk 37s. 6d.; tea 35s.; Liverpool, 
hy Conference Lines, general cirgo 30s.; waste sk 
328. 6d.; ten 30s.; Ilamburg, by Conference Lines, 
general cargo 22s. Gd.; waste silk 25s.; tea. 22s. Gd. 
Above rutes are subject to a deferred return, as per 
Conference circular. Havre, by Conference Line, - 0%: 


silk 35s. net, tea 82s. 6d. net; Genoa, by Conference, 
Lines, tallow 32s. 6d. net, general cargo 323... net) og 
waste silk 25s. net, tea, 32s. 6d. net; Marseilles,:-by’ (. | 
Conference Lines, tallow 32s. 6d. net, general cargo ° a 
32s. 6d. net, waste silk 3ds. nel, tea 32s. Gd. net. 42s, 
6d. per ton of 20 ewt. for above three ports. New 
York, by sail, 203. nominal. New York vié Picifie, 
1§ gold cents per Ib. tea, 3 cents per Ib. silk, $9 per 
ton strawbraid; New York vid Suez, 27s. 6d. ‘per ton 
geueral cargo, 27x. (id. tea; Boston, 35s. per ton 
general cargo; Philadelphia, 35s. per ton general 
cargo. Const rates.— Moji to Shanghai $1.40 per ton 
coal,; Nagasaki to Shanghai $1.%5 -per ton coal; 
Newchwang to Kobe season elsed; Newchwang to 
southern ports, season closed. . , 


; VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 

For | oxpon.—Japan (str), Coromandel (str.), | 
Nestor (str.). ' ‘ : 

Her Sax Fuancisco.—Coptie (etr.). Peru (str.), 

For New Yor <.—Lyderhorn' (-tv.), Ghazee (str.). 

For Vancouver. — Empress of Japan (str.). 

For BremEn.—Sachsen (sir.), Crefield. . 

For BaLrimorg.— Standard. : | 

For Porrtanp.—Braemar (sir.). : . oe 

Fer AusTRALIA.— Airlie (str.). 

For Maxrse ti es.— Tosa Maru (str.). 

F. r Suarris.—Riojun Maru (. tr.). 

Far Victoria.— Olympia (str.). 


SHIPPING, 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
Main. . 
HONGKONG. 
ARRIVALS. 

18, Benalder, British str., from London. 

19, Ganges, British str., from Shanghai. 

19, Chunsang, British str., from Samarang. 

19, Hailoong, British str., from Swatow: 

19, Amphitrite, Anstrian str., from Kobe. 

19, Fushun, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 

19, Bengal, British str., from Bombay. 

19, Canton, British str., from Moji. 

19, Dante, German str., from Saigon. - ae 

19, Donar, German str., from Saigon. . -. : 

19, Kachidate Maru, Jap. str., from K'notzu. 

19, Letimbro, Italian str., from Bombay. - 

19, Mongkut, British str., from Bangkok. 

19, Phra Nang, British str., from Bangkok. -- 

19, Progress, German str., from Saigon... 

19, Tokio Marn, Jap. str., from Melbourne. 

20, Benvenue, British str.. from Saigon.: 

20, Choysang, British str., from Shanghai. 

20, Daphne, German str., from Chinkiang. oa 

20, Matsuyama Maru, Jap. str., from Moji, °° 

20, Memnon, British str., from Sandakan. ©. - 

20, Mathilde, German str., from Haiphong. 3 

2; Singan, British str., from Chinkiang, 

20,-Taksang, British str., from Saigon. - 

20, Wongkoi, British str., from Bangkok. 

20, Hermes, Norwegian str., from Canton:- 

20, Quickstep, Amr. schr., from-Takan. - 

21; Kwongsang, British str., from Moji. 

21, Diomed, British str., from Shangliai. ; 

21, Tailee, German str., from Saigon. a 

21, Paul Rickmers, Ger. bark, from Cardiff. 

21, Shantung, British str., from Swatow. 

21, Kweiyang, British str., from Hongay. 

21, Hailan, French str., from Pakhoi. - 

21, Taiyick, ,German str., from Sourabaya.’ 

21, Foochow, British str., from Chinkiang. - 

21, Genista, British ship, from’ New York. 

22, Formosa, British str., from Tamsui. 

22, Turbo, British str., from Singapore...‘ ; 

’ 22, Lennox, British str., from Liverpool. AO aay 
22, Chelydra, British str. from Calcutta, . 2. 
22, Ad: Nachimoff, Rus. cr., from Nagasaki. ° ; 
22, Rossia, Russian crniser, from Singepore. 
22, Omi Maru, Japanese str., from Japan, 
22, Urd, Norwegan str., from New York... 
22, Dardanus, British str., from Liverpoole::~- | 
23, Lyeemoon, German s‘r,, from Shanghai. 4 
23, Amara, British str., from Kutchinotan.: - 

' 23, Glenesk, British str., from Amoy. .0 020. - | 
23, Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. - 

_ 23, Thales, British str., from Coast. Ports... * | 
23, Fuping, Chinese str., from Cantons. 
23, Ceres, German str., from Singapores, > ~. 
23, Empress of Japan, Brit. ste. fromV'couver. 
23, Loksang, British str:, from Saigon. -’ 
24, Benlarig, British str,, from: Moji, 32. a 
24, Fooksang, British str., from Chinkiang.. 
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24, Glenshiel, British str., from London. 
_ 24, Kiangnan, Chinese str., from Kobe. 
24, Socotra, British str., from London. 
24, Choysang, British str., from Canton. 
24, Benlomond, British str., from London. 
ae 24, Progress, Norw. str., from Swatow. 
oa 24, Sydney, French str., from Shanghai. _ 
25, Peru, Amr. stra from San Francisco. 
25, Zafiro, British str., from Manila. 
25, Sutoku Maru, Japanese str.Sfrom Moji. 
25, Tientsiu, British str., from Saigon. ; 
25, P. C. C. Klao, British str., from Bangkok. 
25, Haimnun, British str., from Tamsui. “« 
25, Chwnshan. British’str., from Moji. 
25, Olympia, British str., from Portland. 
{  * 95, Oanfa, British str., from Liverpool. 
ZB: 25, Devawongse, British str.. from Bangkok. 
e 25, Spinaway, British sch., from Freemantle. 
25, Kong Beng, British str. from Saigon. 
25, Chusan, German str., from Moji. . 
25, Hanoi, French str, from Haiphong. 
- 25, Singan, British str, from Canton. 
February — DEPARTURES. 
19,-Sabine Rickmers, Ger. str., for Shanghai. 
19, Hansa, German str., for Saigon. : 
ae - 19, Benalder, British str., for Shanghai. 
“= = | 19, Bygdo, Norwegian str., for Kobe. 
oe 19, Ganges, British str., for Europe. 
19,-Prosper, Norwegian str., for Kobo. 
19, Tordenskjold, Norw. str., for Kobe. 
20, Ask, Danish str., for Hoihow. 
20,-Astrid, Norwegian str., for Kobe. 
20, Glenesk, British str., for Amoy. 
20, Haitan, British str., for Swatow. 
: 20,.Idzumi Maru, Jap. str., for Kobe. 
=, fe : 20, Irene, German str., for Hamburg. 
: - 20, Kweilin, British str., for Taiwanfoo, 
20, Rohilla, British str., for Yokohama. 
20, Sagami Maru, Jap. str., for Shanghai. 
120, Standrrd, Amr. ship, for Baltimore. 
20, Tulenkun, Amr. sch., for Ponache. 
20,.Fushun, Chinese str., for Canton, — 
21, Singan, British str., for Canton. - 
- 21, Bengal, British str., for Shanghai. 
pie 2J, Choysang, British str., for Canton. 
gol 21, Taksang, British str., for Kobe. 
21, Amphitrite, Austrian str., for Singapore. 
21, Diomed, British str., for London. 
21, Daphne, German str.. for Canton. 
: - 21, Fashun, Chinese str., for Canton. 
ae 22, Hailoong, British str, for Swatow. 
i . 22, Clara, German str., for Hoibow. | 
22,.Tritos, German str., for Saigon. 
22, Belgic, British str., for San Francisco. 
22, Phra Chom Klao, British str., for Swatow. 
22, Victoria, British str., for Tacoma. 
_ 22, Foochow, British str., for Canton. 
22, Alacrity, British d.-v., for Chusan. 
' 22, Kweiyang, British str.. for Canton: 
22,. Tokio Maru, Jap. str., for Nagasaki. 
22, Shantung, British str., for Java. 
22, Rickmer Rickmers, Ger. bk., for Basseim. 
7 22, Hsinchin, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
ay 22, Arratoon Apcar, British str., for Calentta. 
aM -22, Tsinan, British str., for Kobo. 
23, Matsnyama Mara, Jap. str., for Singapore. 
23, Decima, German str., for Saigon. 
23, Hermes, Norwegian str., for Kobe. 
23, Kwongsang, British str., for Swatow. 
23, Lryeemoon, ‘German str., for Canton. 
24, Formosa, British str., for Swatow. 
24, Hailan, French str.; for Hoihow. 
24, Muthildé; German str., for Hoihow, 
24, Turbo, British str., for Shanghai. 
24, Canton, British str., for Saigon. 
24, Fooksang. British str.. for Canton. 
= hae 24, Fuping, Chinese str., for Tientsin. 
Bone 24, Glenesk, British str., for Singapore. 
24, Kachidate Maru, Jap. str , for K’notzu. 
_ 24, Lennox, British str., for Shanghai. 
"24, Loosok, British str., for Bangkok. 
25. Esmeralda, British str.-for Manila.’ 
25, Urd, Norwegian str., for Shanghai. 
25, Benvenue, British str., for Saigon. 
25, Rio, German str., for Yokohama. 
. .? * 25, Donar, German str., for Kobe. . 
25, Choysang, British str., for Swatow. 
25, Chunsang, British str., for Siugapore. 
. 25, Hongkong, French str., for Hoihow. 
.. 25, Letimbro, Italian str., for Singapore. 
25, Memnon, British str.. for Sandakan. 
25, Omi Maru, Jap. str., for Thursday Island. 
25, Phra Nang, British str., for Bangkok. 
. 25, Singan, British str., for Shanghai. 
' 25, Taichiow, British str., for Kobe. ~' 
-. + ‘35, Thales, British str., for Swatow. 
+, 95, Tientsin, British str. for Nobe. 


and Teykel. ; 
Per Clara, from Pakhoi, &c., Mr. Tndell. 


Mr. and Mrs. Marenard. 


| Gibson, 225 Chinese. 

Platt. 

Knights. Z 

comb and son, and Mr. Le Britton. 

Mrs. Graham, Messrs. Roberts and Chun Ken. 


Yokohama, Messrs. Bell and A. W. Siel. 
Messrs. Gowan and Pietroni. 


and Hartlep, Mrs. Hamptonand Mrs. Kingdom; 
for Bombay, Mr. C. Kohiar. 

Per Bengal, for Hongkong from London, Mr. 
J. Crombie, Miss F. Cooper, Messrs. J. M. T. 
Baillie, Desire Duchamp. J. Sinclair, H. Hart- 
ley, R. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. J. Mitchell; from 
Gibraltar, Lieut. F. Figherrado; from Brindisi, 
Mr. Jupp; frem Colombo, Messrs. Ingenuise A, 
Hansér and Wettginstein; from Singapore, 
Messrs. J. Crosser, ‘T'joné Young Hian, and J. 
| H. Pye, Mr, and Mrs Cleminson: for Shanghai 
from London, Messrs. J. "W. Goodwin, Massey, 
N. W. Ellerthorpe, A. Goodwin, Miss Becking- 
sale, Rev. ‘and Mrs. Bruce, Messrs. Robert Hare, 
Wennburg. J. G. Carnaghan; from Brindisi, 
Mr. T. A. Carnegie Cheales; from Venice, Mr. 
W. Yates; from Bombay, Mrs. Ezekiel and 3 
children, and Mr. Abraham; for Yokohama, from 
London via India, Mr.'T. Smith; for Yokohama 
‘from London, Mr. Wrigley, Mr. and Mrs, Lan- 
dor, and Major W. Codolly; from Brindisi, Mr. 


for Nagasaki from Singapore, Dr. Hearth. _ 

Per Formosa,{from Tamsui, &c.. Mr. Touzalin, 
Dr. Muller, Messrs. Blom and McAllister, and 
Capt. Raymond. 


and Le Faux, 

Per OmiMaru, from Japan. Mrs. Gorda and 
2 children, Miss Dinwoodie, Mr. G. Crichton. 

Per Urd, from New York, &c., Mr. and Mrs. 
Carr and daughter. : 

Per Lyeemoon, from Shanghai, Mrs. Lincoln 
and child, and Mr. Burgwardt. 

Per Thales, from Coast Ports, Capt. Nealsen, 
Messrs. Rogers, McGregor, Shaw, and Begly. 

Per Hongkong, from Haiphong, &c., Mr. and 
Mrs. Jeremiason and :} children, Mr. W. E. Jack, 
M. and Mdme. Cazean, Messrs. Henri Horwitz 
and Brisson. ‘ 

Per Empress of J apan, from Vancouver, Rev. 
E. D. and Mrs. Eaton, Rev. Judson Smith, Mrs. 
Graham, and Mr. Chin Wa; from Victoria, Mr. 
W. Velge; from Yokohama, Mrs. Hemming, 
Mrs. A. F. Price, Messrs. W. T. Whitaker, R. 
Bolton, Midgley, S. C. Paine, Mr. and Mrs. F. 
W. Horne, Mr. Kwong Ah Moon; from Kobe; 
Mr. and Mrs, Apcar and infant, Messrs. L. W. 
Brandt, F. A. Brockelmann, Miss Hazeland, 
Count de Twick de Kersbeck, Count G. de 
Twick de Kersbeck, Mr. K. Yoshida ; from 
Nagasaki, Mr. Y. Q. Ng; from Shanghai, Mr. 
W. J. Blackball, Miss Hodges, Messrs. Robert 
Young, E. A. Alford, and C. S. Taylor. 

Per Glenshiel, from London, &c., Messrs. 
Balbas and Kummune. 


Per Sydney, for Hongkong from Shanghai, 
Messrs. Battu, Birt, Garnaus, G. Harling, J. H. 
Geines, H. Hashida, V. Weinberg, Joseph, Ya- 
hya, J. W. Lee, and H. Merck; from Yokohama, 
| Mr. Kimura; from Kobe, Messrs. Takahashi 

‘and Wecheong; for Saigon from Kobe, Mr. 

Paston Dessoles; for Singapore from Shanghai, 

Mr. Goh Ah Ming; for Bombay, Mr. Mowai; 
'| for Suez, Mr. Mosses d’Awerzio; for Suez from 
Kobe, Mr. J, Israel; for Port Said from Shang- 
hai, Messrs. W. H. Sturtnant and Philippas; 
for Marseilles, Messrs. Tillot, Appay, Dilberg 
and Tarares; fur Marseilles from Kobo, Mr. 
Barton Wright, Mrs. Bouchard, Mrs. Touyama; 
from. Yokohama, Mr. J. B. Chaimard. 


ae we ee 


Per Kamakura Maru, from Yokohama, Capt. 


- Uchida; for Marseilles, Mr. H. Goto; for London, 
B. Murray, G. C. Harry; A. Raukin, J. Allison, 


Per Amphitrite, from Kobe, Mr. Naswetter, 
Per Hailoong, from Swatow, Rev. J. C. 
Per Wongkoi, from Bangkok, Mr. and Mrs, 
Per Fushun, from Shanghai, Capt. A. E. 
Per Choysang, from Shanghai, &c., Mrs. New- 
. Per Memnon, from Sandakan, Mother Teresa, 


Per Tokio Maru, from Australia for Hong. 
kong, Messrs. Max Fleicscher and De Suza; for 


Per Phra Nang, ftom Bangkok, Sir Nicholas 
and Lady Hannen, Miss Hannen, Mr. Hannen, 


Per Ganges, from Shanghai for Hongkong, 
Messrs. T. D. Stinson, A. Graff, G. Hoppeler 


W. H. Morrison; from Ismailia, Mrs. Rodman;. 


Per Chelydra, from Calcutta, &c., Messrs. Rye 


"February 26, 1898.) 


DEPARTED. Sagat ie 
Per Kamakura Maru, for Colombo, Mr. K. -- 


Capt. B. Murray, Messrs. G.-C. Harry, A. Ran-. - . 
kin, J. Allison, M. Teykel, Mr. and- Mrs; 
Sutherland and child. ee 

Per Shanghai, from Hongkong for Singapore, 
Major P. B. Hanhan, R.A.,, Capt. P. R. Sim. | 
mond, R.A., Lieut. P. H. Cruickshank, R.A,, - 
and Lieut. A. E. M. Head, R.A., for London, 
Capt. ‘Welman, Mrs. Vernon and child; from 
Shanghai for London, Mrs. Underwood snd 2 
‘children, Rey. and Mrs. G. W. Coultas and 2 
children, Mrs. Main, Miss Hunt, Mr. Stewart 
Smith and child, and Mr. A.-E. Reynell. Wee = 

Per Haitan, for Foochow, Mr. and Mrs. K. 
D. Adams, Mr. and Mrs. C..M. Fox, Miss Cun- 
cliffe, and Rey. Harvey. “0h : 

Per Ganges, from Hongkong for Singapore, 
Lieut. Gillett, Messrs. R. Gutierrez, C. W. Hew- 
gill, and Francisco Borg; for Colombo, Mr. A. . 
P. Simpson; for Bombay, Mr. H. Mooljee, Rev.. 
J. C. Gibson, M.A.; for Brindisi, Mr. Max 
Vopelin, Mr. and Mrs, W. A. Murphy, Mrs. J. 
‘M. Lobbon; for Marseilles, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
J. Tutcher, Master W. Parlane; for London, - 
Mr. J. Stafford Ransome, Capt. W: C. C. For- 
syth, Mid. H. C. S. Rawson, Lieut. P. Y. Denis 
de Vitre, Lieut. McDonell, Admiral Sir A... ag 
Baller, K.C.B., Capt. 8. H. Login, Secrétary oo i 
W.1L. G. Pnilen, Flag Lient, H. B. Bradshaw, ~~ 
Paymaster J. A. Keys, Assist.-Paymaster'C. A. - 
Underwood, Surgeon H. M. Stephens, Midship- - 
men Roland E. Stokers Rees, Mr. Robert Lowe, 
Midshipmen H. C, Bridges, R: H. Waring, G. 
Mackworth, A. E. H. Ley, and Dr. B. L. Paton. 
from Shanghai for Bombay, Mr. C., Kohiar. 

Per Sagami Maru, for Shanghai, Mr. Buck- 
nall, ‘ . 

Per Kamakura Maru, for London from: Yoko- 
hama, Capt. B. Murray, Messrs. G.C. Harry, . - 
D. Rankin, J. Allison, and Teykel; from Hohg- 
kong, Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland and child. . 

Per Rohilla, for Yokohama from Hongkong, 
Mr. Geo. G. Harvey; from Lordon, Messrs. ‘I, - 
K. Smith and Wrigley, Mr. and Mrs, Landor,  . 
and Major W. Copolly; from Brindisi, Mr. W. 
H. Morrison; from Ismailia, Mrs. Rodman;”. ~ 
from Singapore, Dr. Hearth. 

Per Bengal, for Shanghai from Hongkong, _ 
Mrs. Mary Peterson, Messrs. C.S. Barft, Buck- 
nell, Mr. and Mrs..Bruce Robertson, Miss A. * 
Jamieson, Mr. Gilbert Davies, Mr. and Mrz. | 
Lavers, Messcs. W.C. Murray, D. W. Crawford, 
W. W. Cox, J. H. Pye, James Keenam, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dyer, and Mr. Wolleimeir; from 
Bombay, Mrs. Ezokisl dnd Mrs. Abraham; from 
Venice, Mr. W. Yates; from Brindisi, Mr. T. 
A. Carnegan Chéales; from Loudon, Messrs. J. 
W. Goodwin, Massey, N. W. Hllerthorpe, A. . 
Goodwin, Rev. and Mrs. Bruce, Mr. Robert 
Hare, Miss Beckingsale, Messrs. Wenuburg and 
J. G. Carnaghan. j ae 

Per Belgic, for Amoy, Messrs. F. Leyburn; 
H. P. White, F. B. Marshall, Rev. Jas. Juve, 
and Mr. A. Burlingame Johnson; for Shanghai, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gribble, Messrs. C. J. Ashley, J, 
M. Dickenson, W. E. Southcott, M. Lapten, 
Mr. and Mrs. Burkill, Messrs. W.K. MoGregor, 
W. G. Pierie, W. H. Furness, Geo; Storing, -- i- 
Lam Shin Check, Lam Tung Sam, N. G. Evans, -*- 
R, KE. Toag, Cruickshank, Wong Pak Yuen, . 
Wong Sook Soo, Lai Kwai Poi, Quai Lam ~ 
Ping, Mrs. Chang She, Messrs. Sam Pak Ham, 
Lai Kwai Pay, Ching Cheng Wai, Mr. and so 
Mrs. Sampson and infant, Messrs. Yoo Wie 
Yan, J.J. Clarke, Major Conally, Mrs. and Miss 
Blane, and Mr. N. K. Anderson; for Kobe, Mr. - 
and Mrs. Geo. Eckley, Mr. Essabhoy and child, >i. 
Miss McDougall, Misd Dow, Mr. McDougall;- 
for San Francisco, Mr, R. Post; Mrs. Naptaly . 
and infant, dr. W. Yates; for London, Mr. T. *- 
D. Stinson, Rev. Chas. Swynnerton, Mr. J. I. | 
G. Beake; for Hamburg, Mr. M. Fleinster.. 

Per Toko Maru, for Japan, Moeasrs. C. Boll, : 
A. W. Teale, Mr. and Mrs. Takagi. ~ 

Per Tsinan, for Kobe, Mrs. Bishop and Mr. 
Clement Fisher. oe oo ey 

‘Per Arratoon Apcar, for Singapore, Mrs. 
Chew Fung, Mrs. Tsung Noi, Mrs. Mooi Yuk — ; 
and boy, Mrs. Kingdom, Mr. and Miss Walsh, 
and Mias Honey; :for ‘Calcutta, Mr. and Mrs... 
Western, J.E., Capt. and Mts. Droke ‘Brock« 
mann. Be | ere oe 
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